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Debate finished, A Peaceful but Disputed Afghan Vote 


candidates race 
back onto trail 


ST. LOUIS — President 
Bush emerged — Saturday 
morning from a debate here 
that did not appear to give 
him or Sen. John Kerry a 
clear edge, mocking Kerry's 
declaration that he had been 
consistent on Iraq and declar- 
ing that he “must think we've 
been on a different planet.” 

Bush tried to capitalize on 
the debate as he headed off 
to Iowa and Minnesota, try- 
ing to reverse the slide in the, 
polls he has suffered in re- 
cent days. His aides said 


Bush's performance mar!'sd_. 


the beginning of a more spe- 
cific critique of Kerry's 
record that the president 
would deliver as he cam- 
paigned around the country. 
Kerry campaign officials, 
saying they were eager to fo- 
cus finally on the domestic is- 
sues they see as their strong 
suit, planned intense attacks 
over job losses, rising health- 


‘care costs, and emotional is- 


sues like stem-cell research 
in the coming days. The sen- 
ator was campaigning in the 
battleground states of Ohio 
and Florida on Saturday. 
Strategists scoured the de- 
bate transcript for new lines 
of attack. Bush’s communica- 


tions director, Nicolle Deven- , 


ish, said Kerry's expression 
of deep personal opposition 
to abortion despite a long 
record supporting abortion 
rights provided an opening. 
Though the Democrats in- 
tend to emphasize domestic 
issues, they do not expect 
Iraq to fade completely. 
“The series of doubts and 
questions that have been 
raised about Bush on foreign 
policy can be expanded into 
domestic,” said Michael D. 
McCurry, a senior adviser to 
Kerry. “I don’t think it’s ei- 
ther or.” (NYT) 


KABUL, Afghanistan — Af- 
ghans turned out to vote in 
large numbers Saturday in 
their first presidential elec- 
tion, an event that was unex- 
pectedly peaceful but soon 
marred by 15 candidates’ de- 
claring the election illegiti- 
mate because of what they 
said was widespread cheat- 
ing and fraud. 

United Nations and Af- 
ghan officials overseeing the 
election largely dismissed 
the concerns, saying they be- 
lieved any problems had 
been corrected during the 
day. But the complaints cast 
a shadow on a day that Af- 
ghans have looked to after 
more than two decades of 
war and turmoil. 

From villages. remote 
parts of the country to the 
poorest districts in Kabul, 
Afghans lined up patiently to 
cast their votes. Although 
precise numbers were not 
yet available, election offi- 


cials praised the turnout. Of- 
ficials said the result could 
take two to three weeks to be 
finalized. 

‘The expected threat to the 
elections — attacks by Tali- 
ban insurgents who had 
vowed to disrupt the voting 
— largely failed to materi- 
alize. Instead, trouble came 
from an unexpected source: 
the ink meant to be placed 
on each voter’s thumb to pre- 
vent multiple votes. Voters 
were also able to obtain 2, 3 
or even 10 registration cards. 

Whether because it was de- 
ficient or, as U.N. officials ar- 
gued, incorrectly applied, 
many voters found that they 
could erase the ink minutes 
after voting simply with wa- 
ter, and, if they had an extra 
card, vote again. - 

U.N. and Afghan officials 
briefly considered suspend- 
ing the voting in the morning, 
then decided against it. But 
representatives of 15 rivals to 


President Hamid Karzai, who 
was expected to win not least 
because of his close relation- 
ship to the international com- 
munity, quickly seized on the 
problems and proclaimed the 
election illegitimate. 

“Today, our nation wanted 
to be proud,” said Abdul Si- 
tar Sirat, one of the candi- 
dates. “Instead this is a 
black and painful day in the 
history of Afghanistan. 

“Today's election is not a 
legitimate election,” he said, 
with Yunus Qanooni, Kar- 
zai’s main rival, at his side. 
“We are not a part of today’s 
election.” 

Karzai disagreed at an af- 
ternoon news conference, 
saying that the election was 
legitimate and that the will 
of the ¢ “san pecplé should 
be respected. “The ink is im- 
portant, but we shouldn't put 
the election under question 
because of the ink,” he said. 

AMY WALDMAN 


Wealth of Others Helped Shape Kerry's Life 


ST.-BRIAC-SUR-MER, 
France — The estate that be- 
longed to John Kerry's 
grandparents sits high on a 
bluff in this Brittany resort 
town, a massive stone house 
overlooking a stunning land- 
scape of wind-tossed ocean 
and jagged headlands. 

It was here that the boy 
from Massachusetts glimpsed 
a much grander life than he 
had known back home, and 
began, perhaps, to acquire 
the sheen of privilege and so- 
phistication that would be- 
come an inescapable part 
and a persistent liability of 
his life in politics. 

In winter, Kerry goes heli- 
copter skiing while staying at 
his wife’s Idaho retreat. He 
windsurfs and sails off Nan- 
tucket, where she has an- 
other home. The couple have 
a townhouse in Boston. 
There is a 23-room town- 
house in Washington and an 


88-acre Pittsburgh estate. 

If Kerry is elected, he and 
his wife would be the richest 
couple ever to live in the 
White House, said Kevin 
Phillips, a political commen- 
tator and the author of 
“Wealth and Democracy.” 

That extraordinary wealth 
and the air of privilege Kerry 
seems to carry with him have 
often been a_ stumbling 
block, exacerbating the per- 
ception that he is an aloof 
man whose elite tastes sep- 
arate him from the concerns 
of ordinary people. 

Kerry's friends and advis- 
ers say the patrician label is 
unfair. Unlike President 
Bush, he did not grow up 
rich, and his parents relied 
on relatives to pay for his 
education at private board- 
ing school. Even as a first- 
term senator, he was some- 
times so short of cash that he 
slept on friends’ couches. 


“John’s drive to succeed 
came from being surrounded 
by people who had it all,” 
said George Butler, who has 
known Kerry since 1964. 

Last month, Kerry visited 
his windsurfing pal John 
Chao, founder of American 
Windsurfer magazine, near 
the Columbia River Gorge in 
Oregon. The weather was 
calm, forcing them to cancel, 
and Kerry said he would fly 
back if the breeze picked up. 
Chao, sensing that a flight 
across country just to go 
windsurfing might play into 
the rich sportsman stereo- 
type, advised him against it. 

Kerry agreed not to fly 
back, but added that he did 
not want to change his life- 
style for the sake of appear- 
ances. Chao recalled, “He 
said: ‘I’m not going to live my 
life in fear. I'm going to be 
who Iam.’” 

ROBERT F. WORTH 
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Sadr’s Militia Promises to Hand Over Weapons \\()1) BRIEFS 


BAGHDAD, Iraq — Militia- 
men loyal to Moktada al- 
Sadr, the rebel Shiite cleric, 
will begin handing over their 
heavy weapons to Iraqi po- 
lice next week from their 
stronghold in Sadr City, as 
part of a deal to disband the 
insurgent force and end 
weeks of fighting with U.S. 
forces, Iraqi and US. offi- 
cials and aides to Sadr said 
Saturday. 

As part of the deal, U.S. 
forces have agreed to cease 
military operations in Sadr 
City, the vast slum area of 
eastern Baghdad that is the 
stronghold for Sadr’s militia, 
known as the Mahdi Army. 
Iraqi police and national 
guard units will move into 
the area and have the right to 
search homes for weapons. 
U.S. soldiers also will retain 


access to the area. 

Sadr’s record in keeping 
agreements is not good. Dur- 
ing the fighting in Najaf in 
this spring and summer, he 
pledged several times to dis- 
band his militia, only to keep 
fighting. But Iraqi and US. 
officials believe that Sadr 
has little choice in accepting 
the agreement over Sadr 
City. In August, he was forced 
into a humiliating surrender 
in Najaf by the Grand Ayatol- 
lah Ali al-Sistani, the coun- 
try’s most powerful Shiite 
leader. And his forces have 
been steady pounded by U.S. 
forces in Sadr City. 

And, even in the best of 
cases, disarmament agree- 
ments are difficult to police. 
Under this agreement; Sadr's 
fighters will begin turning in 
their heavy weapons, like 


mortars and_ rocket-pro- 
pelled grenades, on Monday 
at a series of agreed collec- 
tion points, and will be paid 
for them, the officials said. 
The fighters will have until 
next Friday to surrender 
their weapons. 

The militiamen will be al- 
lowed to keep their automat- 
ic weapons, which are of the 
same type held by many Iraqi 
households. U.S.-backed re- 
construction projects, which 
have largely ceased during 
the fighting, will resume. 

The agreement appears to 
clear the way for Sadr to take 
his popular movement into 
the democratic political 
arena, something he and his 
aides have been telling Iraqi 
leaders for weeks they are 
intending to do. 

DEXTER FILKINS 


Assad Defiantly Defends Syria's Role in Eebanon 


BEIRUT, Lebanon — Presi- 
dent Bashar al-Assad of Syr- 
ia made a rare, often con- 
frontational foreign policy 
speech on Saturday, suggest- 
ing that the attempt by the 
United States and France to 
force his country to relin- 
quish its hold over Lebanon 
would push the Middle East 
toward even greater chaos. 

Speaking at a conference of 
expatriate Syrians in the Syr- 
ian capital, Damascus, Assad 
noted that the region had 
enough troubles already with 
the Israeli-Palestinian con- 
flict raging and Iraq growing 
ever more violent. 


The attempts by the United 
States and France to enforce 
a United Nations resolution 
passed last month — which 
demands that Syria com- 
pletely withdraw from Leba- 
non, that the Lebanese gain 
full sovereignty and that all 
armed groups be disarmed — 
would only further inflame 
the region, he said. 

“In the Middle East we 
have become the heart of the 
volcano,” Assad said. “In 
comparison, I would say that 
Syria and Lebanon are the 
most stable countries in the 
Middle East despite these 
circumstances.” 


Although he did not say it 
directly, the president sug- 
gested that forcing a Syrian 
withdrawal could reignite 
Lebanon. 

“Do they want to throw this 
region with no exception in 
the heart of lava inside the 
volcano?” he asked, adding 
that the main lesson that 
should have been learned 
from the Sept. 11 attacks is 
that violence in the region 
feeds extremism. 

Assad called the attempt to 
push through the U.N. res- 
olution blatant interference 
in Lebanese affairs. 

NEIL MacFARQUHAR 


Australians Re-elect Howard as Economy Trumps War 


SYDNEY, Australia — 
Prime Minister John Howard 
of Australia, who went into 
the country’s election with a 
good-luck message from 
President Bush, was deci- 
sively re-elected Saturday, 
according to official returns. 

Howard’s Liberals, a cen- 
ter-right party, defeated the 
center-left Labor Party, led 
by Mark Latham. Howard, 
first elected prime minister 
in 1996, becomes only the 
third prime minister in Aus- 


tralia’s history to be elected 
to a fourth term. 

Iraq loomed in the back- 
ground during the campaign, 
but Australian political an- 
alysts said that the voting was 
not a referendum on the war. 
The main issue was the econ- 
omy, and that is booming. 

Howard sent some of Aus- 
tralia’s best combat forces at 
the beginning of the Iraq 
war, adopting the arguments 
of the Bush administration 
that Saddam Hussein pos- 


sessed unconventional weap- 
ons. Even as evidence has 
emerged to the contrary, 
Howard has insisted that he 
had no regrets about the de- 
cision. Latham had harshly 
criticized the war. 

At this point, Australia’s 
contribution to the war is of 
more symbolic importance to 
the Bush administration 
than it is militarily. Fewer 
than 200 Australian troops 
are in Iraq now, and none are 
engaged incombat. (NYT) 








China Increases 
Investments in France 


BEING — President 
Jacques Chirac of France 
declared Saturday that 
France was a natural trade 
partner for China and, dur- 
ing a flurry of air, rail and 
energy deals, he played 
down any threat from Chi- 
na’s economy, one of the fast- 
est growing. 

Airbus, a unit of the Euro- 
pean Aeronautic, Defense 
and Space Co., said Air Chi- 
na had signed a memoran- 
dum of understanding to 
purchase 16 of its A-330 air- 
craft, an order estimated at 
about $2 billion. The heavy- 
engineering company AI- 
stom won a $1.2 billion rail 
supply contract and a $420 
million hydroelectric deal. 
The Suez utility group land- 
ed a 25-year contract for wa- 
ter-treatment plants. 

(Reuters) 


Jacques Derrida Dies 


Jacques Derrida, the Al- 
gerian-born, French intel- 
lectual who became one of 
the most celebrated philo- 
sophers of the late 20th cen- 
tury, died Friday at a Paris 
hospital, the French presi- 
dent’s office announced. He 
was 74. The cause of his 
death was pancreatic can- 
cer, according to French 
television, The Associated 
Press reported. (NYT) 


Union Chief Is Held 


ABUJA, Nigeria — Plain- 
clothes police detained a 
prominent Nigerian labor 
leader Saturday, bundling 
him into a car at an airport 
in an apparent effort to stop 
a threatened nationwide 
strike by oil-industry work- 
ers in Africa’s largest petro- 
leum exporter, his union 
said. Adams Oshiomhole, 
president of the Nigeria La- 
bor Congress, was taken at 
the international airport 
where he was waiting for a 
flight to a southern city, said 
the association, which rep- 
resents 29 unions. (AP) 
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DeLay’s Troubles Give New Focus to House Race \\T{(0N BRIEFS 


WASHINGTON — Congres- 
sional races, which have 
been overshadowed by one 
of the most heated presiden- 
tial campaigns in years, have 
been energized in recent 
days by the back-to-back eth- 
ics scoldings delivered to the 
House majority leader, Tom 
DeLay. 

Immediately after the 
House ethics committee’s ac- 
tions, Democrats set about 
trying to exploit the issue — 
sending an e-mail appeal for 
contributions based on De- 
Lay's troubles, pointing out 
his ties to moderate Repub- 
licans they hope to defeat in 
November and_ renewing 
calls for Republican candi- 
dates to return contributions 
from the DeLay’s political ac- 
tion committee. 

House Republicans said 


the action against their em- 
battled leader has served 
only to reinvigorate their 
support for him. 

Last week, the ethics com- 
mittee issued a formal re- 
buke to DeLay for pressuring 
a fellow lawmaker to change 
his vote on an important 
health care bill. On Wednes- 
day, the panel issued a sec- 
ond round of admonish- 
ments, citing- DeLay for en- 
gaging in fund-raising activi- 
ties that created the appear- 
ance of impropriety and for 
using his position to exert in- 
fluence over a federal agen- 
cy for political gain. 

Democrats need to gain 12 
seats to win back the major- 
ity. Analysts have said con- 
sistently this year that that 
was unlikely, but the Dem- 
ocrats believe Delay's trou- 


bles could give them an ef- 
fective new weapon. While 
Democrats say they have 
seen evidence of DeLay low- 
ering his political profile, 
Republican leaders say they 
do not believe that DeLay 
will be a detriment in the up- 
coming elections. Instead of 
limiting DeLay’s political ef- 
fectiveness, DeLay’s House 
allies say, the ethics cases 
and partisan recriminations 
are building party support. 
“This was quite obviously 
an attempt to chill fund-rai- 
sing and take the House out 
of Republican hands and it 
has really ticked off a lot of 
Republican members,” said 
Rep. Mike Rogers of Michi- 
gan, finance chairman for 
the House Republican cam- 
paign organization. 
CARL HULSE 


Science and Money Intersect in Prayer Studies 


In 2001, two researchers 
and a Columbia University 
fertility expert published a 
startling finding in a respect- 
ed medical journal: Women 
undergoing fertility treat- 
ment who had been prayed 
for by Christian groups were 
two times more likely to have 
a successful pregnancy than 
those who had not. 

Three years later, after one 
of the researchers pleaded 
guilty to conspiracy in an un- 
related business fraud, Col- 
umbia is investigating the 
study. The doubts about the 
study have added to the de- 
bate over a deeply controver- 


sial area of research: wheth- 
er prayer can heal illness. 

Critics express outrage 
that the federal government, 
which has contributed $2.3 
million in financing over the 
last four years for prayer re- 
search, would spend taxpay- 
er money to study something 
they say has nothing to do 
with science. 

“Intercessory prayer pre- 
supposes some supernatural 
intervention that is by def- 
inition beyond the reach of 
science,” said Dr. Richard J. 
McNally, a psychologist at 
Harvard. 

Even those who defend 


prayer research concede 
that such studies are diffi- 
cult. No one knows what con- 
stitutes a “dose”: individual 
healers or a congregation. 
“There's no way to put God 
to the test,” said the Rev. 
Raymond J. Lawrence Jr., di- 
rector of pastoral care at 
New York-Presbyterian Hos- 
pita/Columbia University 
Medical Center. “This whole 
exercise cheapens religion, 
and promotes an infantile 
theology that God is out there 
ready to miraculously defy 
the laws of nature in answer 
to a prayer.” 
BENEDICT CAREY 


Florida to Receive $11.6 Billion in Emergency Aid 


WASHINGTON — _ The 
House approved $11.6 bil- 
lion in emergency aid on 
Saturday for the storm-bat- 
tered and politically impor- 
tant state of Florida as Con- 
gress worked through a 
stack of must-pass legisla- 
tion before lawmakers hit 
the campaign trail. 

After a last-second ma- 
neuver, House members 
agreed to the emergency 
spending that Florida law- 
makers said was desper- 


ately needed to help the 
state recover from its streak 
of four hurricanes. The vote 
was 374 to 0. 

“On behalf of the res- 
idents of Florida and all of 
those who have been made 
homeless or lost substantial 
property due to the hurri- 
cane, I want to express my 
appreciation,” Rep. E. Clay 
Shaw Jr., R-Fla., told his 
House colleagues as they 
gathered for one of their in- 
frequent weekend meet- 


ings. 

The money will go to Flor- 
ida and other Southeastern 
and mid-Atlantic states that 
suffered storm losses, with 
the bulk of it — $6.5 billion 
— designated for the Fed- 
eral Emergency Manage- 
ment Agency, which law- 
makers said is running dan- 
gerously short of money. It 
comes on top of $2 billion 
hastily approved by Con- 
gress after the first storm 
hit. CARL HULSE 








Tour Bush Crash 
Kills At Least 15 


MARION, Ark. — A bus 
carrying Chicago-area tour- 
ists to a Mississippi casino 
crashed and overturned ear- 
ly Saturday, killing at least 
15 people, state police said. 

The bus crashed on Inter- 
state 55 in northeastern Ar- 
kansas, near Memphis, Tenn. 
It was headed to Tunica, 
Miss., a popular destination 
for casino gambling, when 
the accident happened 
about 5 a.m. An undeter- 
mined number of other pas- 
sengers were injured and 
taken to hospitals. Seven 
were listed in stable con- 
dition at a hospital in West 
Memphis. (AP) 


California Official 
Rules on Gay Marriage 


SAN FRANCISCO — Laws 
limiting marriage to a man 
and a woman do not violate 
California's constitution, but 
neither would a law allow- 
ing same-sex couples to mar- 
ry, according to the state at- 
torney general. 

Attorney General Bill 
Lockyer issued the opinion 
Friday, a response to a pair 
of lawsuits out of San Fran- 
cisco challenging laws that 
ban gay marriage. 

“Rights are considered 
fundamental only if they are 
deeply rooted and firmly en- 
trenched in our state’s histo- 
ry and tradition,” Lockyer 
said. “There is simply no 
deeply rooted tradition of 
same-sex marriage in Cal- 
ifornia or in any other 
state.” (AP) 


Tropical Storm Floods 
Homes in Louisiana 


NEW ORLEANS — Tropi- 
cal Storm Matthew, the 13th 
named storm of the 2004 
hurricane season, flooded 
roads and homes across 
southeastern Louisiana on 
Saturday as it blew toward 
the Gulf of Mexico with high 
tides and torrential rainfall. 

(AP) 
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Abu Ghraib Photos Return, As Art 


Five months after they made their 
first shocking appearance, the Abu 
Ghraib photographs have become a mu- 
seum exhibition. Once ubiquitous on 
television and in newspapers, they now 
qualify as quasi-aesthetic artifacts, pic- 
tures you may choose to seek out — for 
edification, as a distraction, even. 

Presented jointly at the International 
Center of Photography in New York and 
the Warhol Museum in Pittsburgh, “In- 
convenient Evidence” includes 17 of the 
published pictures from the notorious 
prison in Iraq, reminding us of the deep 
and symbiotic relationship between 
photographs and the conduct of modern 
war. They also demonstrate how quickly 
the life cycle of an image spins. 

In New York, where the photographs 
have been printed straight off the Web 
and tacked to the walls with pushpins, 
there is a more conventional show of fa- 
mous shots from Life magazine just a 
few steps away. The comparison is use- 
ful: the visual equivalent of cellphone 
chatter has achieved the power to shape 
public opinion that Larry Burrows'’s 
classic Vietnam pictures, which Life 
published, had a generation ago. Now 
war's participants snap the images 
themselves. 

An obvious danger of showing the 


available Abu Ghraib pictures like this 
is that the setting might somehow defuse 
the content, turning the images into just 
one more artful provocation. Surpris- 
ingly, the show has the opposite effect: 
the coolly cerebral space reinforces the 
distinction between the usual contrived 
“shock” art and these genuinely shock- 
ing amateur snapshots. 

The moral quagmire brings to mind 
recently published photographs from 
German archives showing Nazis as war 
victims. Or closer to home, the lynching 
photographs that went on view recently 
at the New-York Historical Society, 
which showed crowds of spectators 
proudly mugging at their murderous 
handiwork: all these photographs raise 
the same disturbing questions about the 
motives of the photographers. What did 
they presume about the people looking 
at their pictures? 

That said, even the most repulsive 
photographs bear witness. They are 
evidence. And therefore a kind of gift 
to memory. We live in an amnesiac so- 
ciety. The Abu Ghraib photographs 
have passed from the headlines to the 
art pages in half a year. One can only 
imagine how much further they may 
retreat in six more months. 

MICHAEL KIMMELMAN 


Looking to Be the Anti-Ashton Kutcher 


LOS ANGELES — In many indies, 
young actors allow moody silences and 
alternative-rock soundtracks to signal 
their Master Thespianism. But Topher 
Grace, bless him, talks. Indeed he can’t 
shut up. In Dylan Kidd’s new movie 
“PS.,” based on Helen Schulman’s nov- 
el, he plays an aspiring art student who 
literally charms the pants off a Col- 
umbia admissions director played by 
Laura Linney. Rather than gazing mean- 
ingfully into her eyes after their char- 
acters first tangle limbs, Grace impro- 
vised a line during filming, using the 
words “dude,” “awesome” and a choice 
expletive. 

In contrast to his warm verbosity on 
screen, Grace was reserved, even a little 
chilly in person, arriving at the Urth 
Caffe in West Hollywood in baggy jeans 
and a white T-shirt. He was still in make- 
up from an afternoon in Malibu filming 
“In Good Company,” a movie directed by 
Paul Weitz that is to be released later 
this fall. Grace plays an advertising hot- 
shot who insinuates himself into the 
family of a browbeaten older subordi- 
nate played by Dennis Quaid. 

In both new films, Grace plays a sym- 
pathetic smart aleck with a quick-wit- 


ted, deadpan delivery suggestive of that 
of Bill Murray, whom Grace called “a 
god.” 

The twofer film release is something 
of a coming-out party for Grace. For sev- 
en years he has played the sensitive sub- 
urbanite Eric Forman on the Fox hit 
“That 70's Show” opposite Ashton 
Kutcher, also 26, the heartthrob more fa- 
mous for dating Demi Moore and play- 
ing pranks on other celebrities than for 
his craft. The two are friends, but Grace 
is in many respects the anti-Ashton. 

“You know, I have peers who....” Grace 
said, trailing off wearily. “We don’t have 
to talk about anyone specific. It’s just, I 
never want to be in a magazine for any- 
thing but acting.” 

Not that he disparages his television 
experience. “The great thing about a sit- 
com is that it sets you up for life,” he 
said. “So I don’t have to make decisions 
based on, ‘Well, I have to keep this mort- 
gage.’” Despite millions of dollars 
earned in syndication, he proudly 
drives a beat-up black Volkswagen Jet- 
ta. “That’s kind of a silent protest at 
work,” he said. “I just don’t understand 
why I have to prove to people that I 
make money.” ALEXANDRA JACOBS 


The Army Wants 
A Few Good Visitors 


The U.S. Army has a lot on its plate 
these days. In Iraq, costs and casualties 
are mounting; back home, recruitment 
is dwindling. So the oldest branch of the 
armed forces might be forgiven for 
putting off new ventures. 

Nevertheless, it is about to announce 
a bold new experiment in multimedia 
entertainment — and brand-name ar- 
chitecture. 

On Thursday, the Army, in partner- 
ship with the privately ran Army His- 
torical Foundation, will announce an 
architect for the first National Museum 
of the U.S. Army, a $200 million museum 
and entertainment complex to be built 
at Fort Belvoir in Fairfax County, Va., 
12 miles south of the Pentagon. After a 
competition among many elite archi- 
tects, the firm of Skidmore, Owings & 
Merrill, has been chosen to design the 
255,000-square-foot museum complex. 
Opening day is planned for June 14, 
2009. 

Judson E. Bennett, the director of 
Army museums, explains the purpose 
that the museum is intended to serve: 
“There’s a general lack of understand- 
ing about what the life of the soldier is 
like. Whether you agree with what the 
government does or not, everyone can 
identify with the trials and the tribula- 
tions of the young men and women who 
put themselves in harm’s way to do a 
job that most of us don’t want to do our- 
selves. And we’ll tell those stories.” 

In calling for proposals, the Army 
Corps of Engineers specified a design 
that included not only exhibition 
space for 515,000 works of art and his- 
torical artifacts, and all the usual re- 
search, restaurant and shop facilities, 
but also a parade ground for simulated 
battles. 

The winning design team, led by Da- 
vid Childs, the senior design partner, 
and Roger Duffy, a partner, had an in- 
ternal debate. “When we first heard 
about the project,” said Childs, who was 
raised a Quaker, “we weren't sure about 
its purpose. We were very pleased to 
learn they didn’t want something cel- 
ebrating war by way of recruitment. It 
wasn't to be all about chest beating and 
‘Look how powerful we are,’ but a true 
museum with honest research and noth- 
ing glossed over.” 

Some observers say the museum could 
be valuable. “If done right, it could be 
very enriching,” said the historian Da- 
vid Halberstam. “As long as it informs 
rather than celebrates war, it could be a 
really good thing.” JULIE V. IOVINE 
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What? Dieters Don’t Buy Doughnuts? 


Companies Find 
Easy Excuse 


How can you go wrong in 
the food business? As they 
say, people gotta eat. But they 
don’t have to eat what you’re 
offering, and therein lies the 
source of so much trouble in 
the food trade. 

That is the story the food 
companies are telling these 
days. If you don’t buy it, and if 
you have nerves of steel and 
a sense of the absurd, you 
may have an opportunity as a 
mutual fund investor 

The newspapers have been 
full of the industry’s misfor- 
tune. Krispy Kreme Dough- 
nuts announced in late Au- 
gust that it had its second 
consecutive disappointing 
quarter, after years of being a 
Wall Street darling. It is clos- 
ing one of its doughnut fac- 
tories, and federal investiga- 
tors are looking into its ac- 
counting practices. 

What's the company’s prob- 
lem? 

Well, it said that the low- 
carb craze was hurting its 


sales. For the most part, the 
news media hardly followed 
up with the kind of investiga- 
tive work. Actually, most of 
the effort was expended on 
coming up with the most aw- 
ful puns for headlines (“For 
Some, Love Affair With Kris- 
py Kreme Has Lost Its Sweet- 
ness”; “The Legend Grows 
Stale”). 

Dunkin’ Donuts, a unit of 
Allied Dome, doesn’t seem to 
be suffering from an Atkins 
attack. Still, an excuse that 
sounds that good if you say it 
fast is too precious to leave 
on the table just because it 
doesn’t entirely make sense. 
When Interstate Bakeries, 
which makes Twinkies, Ho- 
Hos, Ding Dongs and Wonder 
Bread, filed for bankruptcy 
protection in September, it 
also pointed a finger at the 
low-carb trend. 

Even my favorite sandwich 
chain from my college days in 
Austin, Tex., Schlotzsky's, 
used the same excuse when it 
filed for Chapter 11 protec- 
tion in August. Just thinking 
about those meaty sand- 
wiches on toasted buns 


brings on cholesterol flash- 
backs that make my blood 
turn to sludge. And I loved 
the ticker symbol: BUNZ. But 
when Sam Coats, the compa- 
ny’s chief executive, an- 
nounced the bankruptcy fil- 
ing, he partly blamed the 
country’s obsession with diet- 
ing. “This is not an Atkins 
product,” Coats said. 

As the columnist John Kel- 
so wrote in The Austin Amer- 
ican-Statesman after the fil- 
ing, “How do you lose that 
kind of money selling quality 
sandwiches in this country 
with so many fat people 
around?” . 

Schlotzsky’s problems, like 
those at other companies, 
have a lot more to do with 
bulging debt lines than with 
bulging waistlines. Just like 
the rest of us, chains tend to 
overexpand if they don’t have 
any discipline. 

I see a trend here, and 
where there's a trend, there’s 
an investment opportunity. 
How about a vulture fund to 
gather up shares in dis- 
tressed food companies? 

JOHN SCHWARTZ 


Your Financial Future, on the Installment Plan 


It’s easy to build a portfolio 
if you are already wealthy. 
But even if you don’t have a 
big chunk of money on hand 
or huge amounts coming in 
each month, you can still 
start an investment plan. 

Many mutual funds wel- 
come people who want to 
build their nest eggs slowly 


but surely — and who may . 


have little cash to start. Some 
748 funds, all without loads, 
or sales charges, require ini- 
tial minimums of $100 or less 
for investors who commit to 
an automatic investment 
plan, in which they continue 
to contribute such amounts 
each month, according to 
Morningstar Inc. 

By signing up to make regu- 
lar deposits, investors often 
avoid much steeper initial 
minimums. For example, the 
automatic investment plans 
at TIAA-CREF and T.Rowe 
Price reduce the initial re- 


quirement to $50 from $2,500 
for regular accounts. And, for 
most funds at Fidelity, the 
minimum falls to $100, from 
the usual $2,500. 

The mechanics are simple. 
Once you provide your bank 
account information, the 
fund company draws the stat- 
ed amount monthly, although 
some, like Fidelity, allow you 
to make contributions quar- 
terly. 

Tim Carroll, 36, and his 
wife, Nancy Feidelman, 38, of 
Berkeley, Calif, began con- 
tributing a total of $350 a 
month to four funds through 
automatic investment plans 
three years ago. Now they are 
contributing $600 a month. 

“It’s not like we have a lot of 
money to throw around,” he 
said. “Being able to begin in- 
vesting immediately, without 
having to create thousands of 
dollars,” made it possible to 
start building a portfolio, he 


said. 

While the process is sup- 
posed to be automatic, Car- 
roll said he still must monitor 
it closely. He makes sure that 
enough money is in his 
checking account on the date 
of the monthly withdrawal 
and, as with all financial 
transactions, he reviews the 
records. 

An investor who wants to 
keep costs to a minimum may 
choose to avoid buying 
through a broker, who will 
charge a fee. Some investors 
rely on brokers’ advice, but 
those who are comfortable 
with doing a little more leg- 
work should be able to find 
funds that are sold directly, 
without brokerage fees, said 
Sheldon Jacobs, editor of 
The No-Load Fund Investor 
in Ardsley, N.Y. 

“It’s just an expense that 
you can avoid,” Jacobs said. 

ELIZABETH HARRIS 


The Markets Last Week 


Dow 10,055.20 W 137.45 
Nasdaq 1,919.97 W 22.23 
10 yr. Treasury yield 4.13 W 0.06 


Euro in dollars 1.2418 A0.0011 


Dollar in yen 109.42 W 0.98 


Speeches Won't 
Trim the Deficit 


Do deficits matter? Both of 
the presidential candidates 
seem to think they do. Yet so 
far, their comments about the 
federal government's short- 
falls have largely missed the 
point. 

President Bush and Sen- 
ator John Kerry have both 


pledged O° 
halve the defi- ECONOMIC 
cit by the end VIEW 


of the next 

presidential term. For the 
2009 fiscal year, that would 
mean a reduction of $156 bil- 
lion, according to the projec- 
tions of the Congressional 
Budget Office. 

It may sound like a tired re- 
frain by now, but the real ac- 
tion is in Social Security and 
Medicare. Yes, pity the na- 
tion’s biggest entitlement 
programs. No one seems to 
want to cure what ails them. 

Both candidates have spo- 
ken briefly about how they 
would try to reduce health 
care costs. Neither candidate 
has offered a viable program 
for Social Security. 

Part of the reason is proba- 
bly self-serving and political. 
If the president does nothing 
about the fiscal problem for 
the next four years, then the 
problem will just be slightly 
worse for the next president. 
It is unlikely that the voters 
would hold Kerry or Bush ac- 
countable, and neither one 
would want to be known as 
the man who cut benefits for 
the elderly or raised payroll 
taxes. 

But how does “the presi- 
dent who saved Social Secu- 
rity and Medicare and de- 
fended the nation from eco- 
nomic ruin” sound? Surely 
that is a legacy that either 
candidate would cherish. 

DANIEL ALTMAN 
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THE NEW YORK TIMES SUNDAY MAGAZINE CROSSWORD PUZZLE 


ACROSS 
1 Wire material 
5 Train and bus 
overseer, for short 
8 Hurry-scurry 
11A moving 
experience 
19 Oodles 
20 Belt tighteners 


22 Noted Madonna 
role 


23 Submarine 

25 Morning 

26 Pedicure place 

27 Mimosa family 
tree 

28 “Some Girls Do” 
author___ Banks 

29 Ike's monogram 

30 Matchsticks game 

31 College in 
Poughkeepsie, 
N.Y. 


34Air letters? 

36St. Louis Gateway 
Arch architect 

41 Name hidden in 
seven other 
answers in this 
puzzle 

45 Cuddly TV alien 

46 Bring in 

47 Sings with swings 








LOVE CONNECTION 
BY ELIZABETH C. GORSKI 


48 Psychoanalyst 
Fromm 


49 Grazing ground 

50 Dumps 

53 Bit of comedy 

54 Gifted person 

55 Eleniak of 
“Baywatch” 

58 Lashes into a fury 

60 Puts on a long face 

62 Quagmire 

64“O, beware, my 
lord, of Jealousy!” 
speaker 


65 Cast 
67 Till section 


68 Notable discovery 
of 1799 

72 Ennui-inducing 

75Strike zone? 

76 Capital on the 
Caspian Sea 

77 Diminutive advice- 
giver, familiarly 

81 Place to meditate 

83 Rap singers, 
generically 

86 Analyze 

87 In the know 


88 Dr. Seuss’s 
“Horton Hears 


90 According to 


T 


Answer to puzzle for 10/3/04 


92 Guacamole, for 
one 


93 Standard pick-up 
line? 

94 Seating sections 

96 Squeezed (out) 

98 Daughter of 
Cadmus 

99 Utopia 

100 Eastern bloom 


103 Game elements: 
Abbr. 

104 Went over the top, 
in a way 


106 Word after good 
and bad 


107 Cartoonist Keane 
109 Innocent 
112 One of the Nixons 


115 Letter-shaped 
fastener 


118 Study of the 
atmosphere 

121 Chess and tennis, 
mathematically 

123 Pub order 

124 Synthetic fiber 

125 Major, for one 

126 Irons 

127 Deli slice 

128 “Like __!" 

129 Parts of a line: 
Abbr. 


DOWN 
1Slangy dissents 
2Zeno of ___ 


3 London had the 
first one in 1851 
4Gave up a seat 
5Mgr.'s degree 
6 Salade nigoise 
need 
7 Electrician's 
favorite rock 
band? 
8 Pianist de 
Larrocha 
9 Point 
10 Part of the Dept. 
of Labor 
11 Pajama-clad exec 
12Ab___ (from the 
start) 
13 Blue or white fish 








14They're waved at 
the Olympics 

15Groups of 100 

16 Opera “Moses und 


17 Bird with a dagger- 
shaped bill 

18 Feminizing suffix 

21 Skater Michelle’s 
family 

24Look of disdain 

31 Summer coolers 

32 Nay sayer 

33 Result of a racer 
jumping the gun 

34 "The Crucible” 
setting 

35 Olds model 


37 Wiring experts: 
Abbr. 


38 Bank posting 
39 Kind of leader 
40 Slope 

42 Douse, maybe 
43 Current locale 
44 Discards 


48 Summer setting in 
Pa. 


ac Annem 
"TT TTT TT ml | ml | mt 


511978 cult film by 
David Lynch 
52 Nestor 


56 “The Stepford 
Wives” actress, 
1975 


57 Lenten symbol 

59 Barely managed 

61 Dullard 

63 Ward of “Sisters” 

66 Takeover artist 

69 Knock 

70 Author Janowitz 

71 Big D.C. lobby 

72 How grade 
schoolers are 
grouped 

73 Mooed 

74 Marble 

78 State Dept. worker 

79 Poison 

80 Stickers 

82 Game pieces 

84 Crescent-shaped 
tract of land 

85 Zaire's Mobuto 
Sese____ 

89 Clear off 


ey Te 








(No. 1010) 


91 Certain tel. no. 
95 Requirement for 
surprise 
97 Completely clean 
100 Quality, in a Ford 
slogan 
101 Do after dark 
102____ Center 
105 Open-back shoes 
108 Building supports 
109 “Li'l Abner’ creator 
110 Prince, e.g. 
111 Perry's creator 


112 Russian monarch: 
Var. 


113 “The Last Time 
___ Paris” 

114 Camera setting 

116 Olin of “Chocolat” 

117 Slight reproaches 

119 Eur. language 

120 Time line 
markings: Abbr. 


122 Kitten’s cry 


Answers to this puzzle will appear in next Sunday’s TimesDigest, and in next Sunday’s New York Times. 
You can get answers to any clue by touch-tone phone: 1-900-289-CLUE (289-2583), $1.20 a minute; 
or, with a credit card, 1-800-814-5550. 
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Astros Beat Braves to Take Lead in Series 


HOUSTON Houston 
beat the Atlanta Braves, 8-5, 
here Saturday in Game 3 of 
the best-of-five National 
League Championship Se- 
ries to take a 2-1 lead over 
the Braves. The Astros have 
won 19 straight in their home 
park, which crammed full 
on Saturday with 43,547 roar- 
ing, towel-waving fans eager 
to see the franchise step past 
years of postseason dis- 
appointment. 

Rookie pitcher Brandon 
Backe, who grew up 50 miles 
from here in Galveston and 
dreamed of pitching for the 
Astros in the postseason, dis- 
played a veteran’s savvy with 
his change of speeds. He 
pitched six innings and gave 
up two runs for the win. 

Carlos Beltran homered for 
Houston. That was the only 
long ball for the Astros who 


did not attack the short porch 
in left field, but sprayed the 
ball for 11 hits, two each for 
Beltran, Lance Berkman, and 
Morgan Ensberg. 

The Braves will try and 
survive in the din of Minute 
Maid Park for Game 4 on 
Sunday with the heart of 
their lineup — Marcus Giles, 
J.D. Drew, and Chipper 
Jones — shutdown (4 for 38) 
by the Houston pitchers. The 
Astros have done to the 
Braves’ best hitters what At- 
lanta did to Bagwell and 
Craig Biggio in three pre- 
vious playoff series, which 
were won by Atlanta. 

What momentum the 
Braves received from Rafael 
Furcal’s game-winning two- 
run homer, which gave them 
a 4-2 victory in Game 2, dis- 
appeared with the noise of 
the Houston crowd and the 


sudden departure in the first 
inning of starting pitcher 
John Thomson. 

Thomson, a right-hander 
who left his last regular- 
season start in Chicago with 
a muscle injury in his side, 
threw four pitches Saturday 
before reinjuring himself. 

Paul Byrd relieved Thom- 
son and went four and a third 
innings. He took the loss, giv- 
ing up four runs, seven hits 
and three walks. In the third, 
he gave up the home run to 
Beltran, his former team- 
mate in Kansas City. 

“IT know Paul Byrd, so I’m 
looking for an off-speed pitch 
to hit, that’s what he throws,” 
Beltran said. 

Roger Clemens is sched- 
uled to start Game 4 on Sun- 
day of the series for the As- 
tros. 

RAY GLIER 


Oklahoma Grinds Out 12-0 Victory Over Texas 


DALLAS Adrian Pe- 
terson ran for 225 yards and 
made many big plays when 
No. 2 Oklahoma needed it 
most, helping the Sooners 
grind out a 12-0 victory over 
No. 5 Texas. 

The Longhorns (4-1, 1-1 Big 
12) avoided getting blown 
out, but still suffered some 
stinging embarrassment — 
getting shut out for the first 
time in 282 games, ending the 
longest streak in the country. 


ler Ecker caught a short pass 
from Chad Henne over the 
middle, eluded two tackles 
and lumbered down the side- 
line for a 31-yard touchdown 
with 1:57 left to give Michigan 
its second straight dramatic 
comeback. 
USC 23, Cal. 17 

LOS ANGELES — South- 
ern California could only 
stop Aaron Rodgers and Cal- 
ifornia when it counted most. 
The top-ranked Trojans held 


ter a first-and-goal with less 
than two minutes left and 
held on for a 23-17 victory. 
Before the final four plays, 
Rodgers was 29-for-31 for 267 
yards and a touchdown. 
(AP) 


COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


SATURDAY 

No. 1 USC beat No. 7 Cal. 23-17 

No. 2 Oklahoma beat No. 5 Texas 12-0 
No. 3 Ga. lost to No. 17 Tenn. 19-14 

No. 6 Auburn beat Louisiana Tech. 52-7 
No. 13 Minn. lost to No. 14 Mich. 27-24 
No. 15 Wis. beat No. 18 Ohio St. 24-13 
No. 22 Okla. State beat Colorado 42-14 


SPORTS BRIEFS 


Donald Takes Lead 


Luke Donald of England 
shot a four-under-par 68 Sat- 
urday to take a two-stroke 
lead after three rounds of the 
Dunhill Links Championship 
in St. Andrews, Scotland. Two 
of his countrymen and Ryder 
Cup teammates, Ian Poulter 
(65) and David Howell (71), 
were among three players at 
201. Graeme McDowell of 
Northern Ireland also was 








two back. (AP) 
Mauresmo-Davenport 
Amélie Mauresmo and 


Lindsay Davenport won their 
semifinals in straight sets 
Saturday, setting up a No. 1 
versus. No. 2 final at the Por- 
sche Grand Prix Sunday in 
Filderstadt, Germany. Mau- 
resmo defeated fourth-seed- 
ed Svetlana Kuznetsova, 7-5, 
6-4. Davenport eliminated 
Anastasia Myskina, 6-2, 6-4. 
(AP) 


Beckham Injured 


David Beckham scored on a 
curling, 25-yard shot to lead 
England past Wales, 2-0, in a 
World Cup qualifier on Sat- 
urday in which he wound up 
with a suspension and bro- 
ken rib. Beckham was in- 
jured minutes after his 76th- 
minute goal when he was 
challenged by Wales de- 
fender Ben Thatcher. An X- 
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ANN ARBOR, Mich. — Ty- Bears out of the end zone af- _No. 25 S. Carolina lost to Miss. 31-28 ture. (AP) 
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How to Rescue Education Reform 


Americans are generally stunned to 
learn that their schools perform poorly 
and have been losing ground when com- 
pared to those of industrialized nations 
abroad. This country once led the world 
in high school graduation rates, but it 
has dropped to 14th, well behind na- 
tions like France, Germany and Japan. 
We have tumbled even further when it 
comes to student achievement in read- 
ing, math and science. At a time when a 
college degree is the price of admission 
to the new economy, the college-going 
rate has flattened over all and appears 
to be dropping among the poor. 

Most of the nations that are passing us 
by educationally have a national com- 
mitment to strong curriculums and in- 
tensive oversight of teacher training 
and educational progress. The United 
States employs a radically decentral- 
ized system under which the states do as 
they choose. The result is a wildly un- 
even system littered with educational 
dead zones. 

Congress responded over the last 10 
years with a series of laws that required 
the states to raise standards and student 
performance in exchange for the more 
than $50 billion in annual federal edu- 
cation money. The Elementary and Sec- 


ondary Education Act of 1994 set the re- 
form in motion, but the states have 
largely ignored these laws, abetted by 
waivers from the Department of Educa- 
tion. Desperate for change, Congress re- 
sponded to President Bush’s call and 
passed the No Child Left Behind Act, 
which required the states to provide 
regular testing and highly qualified 
teachers. The goal is to wipe out the 
achievement gap between rich and poor 
children by the school year of 2013. 

Congress undermined the measure 
when it saddled the states with new re- 
sponsibilities and shortchanged them 
by $6 billion. 

Despite its difficulties, the No Child 
Left Behind Act is potentially the most 
import: education reform since the 
nation raced mandatory schooling. 
The Busfi administration nearly cap- 
sized the law when it gave the cash-short 
states new educational burdens without 
providing the money it had promised. 
Congress can stand idly by and wait for 
the reform effort to collapse, or it can 
provide the states with the money it 
promised and build the capacity and au- 
thority that the Education Department 
needs to further reform. The clock is 
ticking and time is short. 


The Faith-Based Missile Shield 


The Bush administration’s exorbi- 
tantly wasteful missile defense system 
is about to be formally activated, just in 
time for its immediate bull’s-eye: Elec- 
tion Day. Despite widespread techno- 
logical doubts, President Bush prom- 
ised in 2000 to have a missile shield in 
place this November. So, even though 
the $130 billion spent so far has yet to 
produce anything like a battle-ready 
system, the Pentagon plans to pro- 
nounce it active this month at a half doz- 
en new missile silos on the West Coast. 

This wisp of the old Star Wars fever 
dream is bedeviled by missing compo- 
nents and unproven premises. The Pen- 
tagon has suspended normal account- 
ability standards in favor of what mili- 
tary proponents euphemistically term 
“evolutionary acquisition.” This means 
spend and build now, and attempt cred- 
ible tests when and if all the parts fi- 
nally arrive. Even a Pentagon analysis 
called it a “case study” against rushing 
forward on faith. 

Dozens of retired generals and admi- 
rals urged the White House earlier this 
year to shelve the hollow start-up plan 
and spend the money more wisely on 





bolstering borders, ports and other in- 
viting targets for low-tech terrorists. 

“They'd still be testing at Kitty Hawk, 
for God's sake, if you wanted perfec- 
tion,” groused Defense Secretary Don- 
ald Rumsfeld in precisely the take-it-or- 
leave-it tone that saps the project’s cred- 
ibility. There is no disputing the idea 
that North Korea or some other rogue 
nation might someday present a nuclear 
missile threat. But creating a real shield 
is far different from proclaiming a fan- 
tasy one. 
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THOMAS L. FRIEDMAN 


The Other Failure 


Much attention was rightly paid last 
week to the huge intelligence failure 
of the Bush team in Iraq. Saddam Hus- 
sein had no W.M.D. But I would argue 
that there is another, equally egregious 
intelligence failure when it comes to 
Iraq — one that is still bedeviling us 
right now: It is our complete ignorance 
about the P.M.D.’s of Iraq — the people 
of mass destruction, the suicide bomb- 
ers — and the environment that nur- 
tures them. The truth is, the intelli- 
gence failure in Iraq was not just 
about the chemicals Saddam was mix- 
ing in his basement; it was about the 
emotions he was brewing in Iraqi soci- 
ety. 

Let’s start with a simple observation: 
There have been some 125 suicide 
bomb attacks against U.S. forces in 
Iraq in the last 16 months, carried out 
most likely by Sunni Muslims. We need 
to think about this. There is some kind 
of suicide-supply chain working in the 
Muslim world and in Iraq that is able 
to draw recruits, connect them with 
bomb makers and deploy them tacti- 
cally against U.S. and Iraqi targets on 
an almost daily basis. What is even 
more unnerving about these suicide 
bombers is that, unlike the Hamas 
crew in Israel, who produce videos of 
themselves, explain their rationale 
and say goodbye to families, virtually 
all the bombers in Iraq have blown 
themselves up without even telling us 
their names. 

When I visited Iraq after the war, 
what struck me most was how utterly 
broken it was. The 35 years of Sad- 
dam’s misrule, including a decade of 
U.N. sanctions, had decimated Iraq’s 
physical and social infrastructure. The 
young masked gunmen sawing people's 
heads off today came of age in this vac- 
uum, which was filled in by religion — 
some of it injected by Saddam for his 
own reasons, and some of it flowing 
over the borders, mainly from Saudi 
Arabia, Syria and Iran. 

For the past few decades there has 
been “a surge of Islamic identity, not 
just in Iraq, but all over the Arab 
world,” said Yitzhak Nakash, the Bran- 
deis University expert on Shiite Islam. 

What is required on America’s part 
now, Nakash said, “is a strategic de- 
cision to come to terms with the re- 
ality on the ground” — to accept the 
notion that not all Muslim clerics are 
alike, and actively engage the mod- 
erate Islamists as part of the solution 
in Iraq. 
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AARP Confronts Cellphone Industry _ itaqis fearing 


SAN FRANCISCO — Hav- 
ing already equipped most 
adults and half of all teen- 
agers with cellphones, the 
mobile phone industry is 
now turning its attention to 
the last untapped dem- 
ographic — people over 65. 

But its dreams of collecting 
monthly subscription fees 
from grandparents talking to 
their grandchildren, retirees 
calling friends from their rec- 
reational vehicles or check- 
ing in with their doctors may 
exact a hefty and unexpected 
price. The mobile phone in- 
dustry has roused the interest 
of AARP, the exceedingly 
powerful lobby and advocacy 
group for older Americans. 

And AARP is not happy 
with what it has heard from 
its members: complaints 
about incomprehensible 
service contracts, confusing 
bills and dead zones that are 
not clearly marked on cover- 
age maps, the’ same kind of 
complaints that many con- 
sumers have been making for 


years. But this time, they are 
being championed by an or- 
ganization with more than 35 
million members and more 
than 50 years old We're hop- 
ing “to make the industry 
stand up and say, ‘We've got 
to fix what's going on here,’ ” 
said Susan Weinstock, na- 
tional coordinator, economic 
and utility issues, with AARP. 

The effort, which has en- 
tailed lobbying Congress, the 
Federal Communications 
Commission and state legis- 
latures, has caught the cell- 
phone industry off guard and 
ill tempered. Consumer ad- 
vocates say AARP’s aggres- 
siveness also reflects its own 
internal dynamics, — that 
AARP is focusing on such a 
populist issue to make a uni- 
versally and easily agreed 
upon position with a mem- 
bership angered and torn by 
the turmoil of last year’s divi- 
sive Medicare fight. 

The cellphone industry has 
argued that it has done a 
good job of serving the needs 


of older customers and that 
what is best for people on 
fixed incomes is an industry 
free from taxation and regu- 
lation and thus, theoretically, 
able to offer lower prices. 

Late in September, the two 
groups met for the first time 
to discuss common ground 
and their differences. 

“For whatever reason, the 
AARP has been coming after 
us,” said Steve Largent, pres- 
ident and chief executive of 
the Cellular Telecommunica- 
tions and Internet Associa- 
tion. He is also a former wide 
receiver who is in the Nation- 
al Football League Hall of 
Fame and a former congress- 
man. “It is very troubling.” 

To create more converts, 
analysts said, the big phone 
makers are developing 
phones that will be easier to 
see and hear. 

“We took up the wireless is- 
sue because it’s a big issue,” 
Weinstock said, “and con- 
sumers are unhappy about 
it.” MATT RICHTEL 


Partisanship and Fine Print Hinder Medicare Law 


WASHINGTON — When he 
signed it into law, President 
Bush hailed the Medicare 
Modernization Act of 2003 as 
“the greatest advance in 
health care coverage for 
America’s seniors since the 


founding of Medicare.” The | 


overhaul of the program, in- 
cluding the addition of pre- 
scription drug benefits, was 
seen as his biggest accom- 
plishment in domestic policy 
and a major asset to his re- 
election campaign. 

But the Bush administra- 
tion’s efforts to carry out the 
first phase of that law, pro- 
viding drug discount cards to 
the elderly, have been 
plagued with difficulties. 
Many health policy experts 
say that even greater prob- 
lems loom as the government 
turns to the more ambitious 


task of providing a full- 
fledged drug benefit to 41 
million elderly and disabled 
people in 2006. 

The new Medicare program 
has two broad problems so. 
far, some experts and advo- 
cates say. With its emphasis 
on private market forces and 
consumer choice, they say, it 
is too complicated for many 
elderly beneficiaries. And 
from the beginning, when the 
legislation was muscled 
through the House by Repub- 
lican leaders, the program 
has been at the center of a 
poisonous partisan debate. 

The struggle has been in- 
tensified in both parties by 
lingering bitterness over the 
cost estimates used to justify 
the law’s passage. Weeks af- 
ter it was passed, the White 
House cost estimate shot up 


by one-third, to $534 billion 
over 10 years. 

Barbara H. Monty, director 
of the local Office on Aging 
in Knoxville, Tenn., said that 
“people are expressing a 
great deal of confusion and 
some frustration” about the 
drug discount cards. “It 
seems to be complicated and 
difficult for them to decide 
how to proceed and what 
card is best,” Monty said. 
“People know they can get 
information from a toll-free 
telephone number and on 
the Web, but when they do 
that, they are still left with 
questions.” 

When the drug benefit be- 
gins in 2006, Monty said, “it’s 
going to be even more compli- 
cated for people to figure out 
what to do.” ROBERT PEAR 

and ROBIN TONER 


A sunni boycott 
of the election 


BAGHDAD, Iraq — Leaders 
of Iraq’s crucial Sunni Arab 
minority say they have failed 
to generate any enthusiasm 
for nationwide elections 
scheduled for January, and 
are so fearful of insurgent vio- 
lence and threats that they 
can meet only in private to 
talk about how — or even 
whether — to take part. 

The leaders among the 
Sunni Arabs also said that 
many prospective Sunni vot- 
ers were:so suspicious of the 
U.S. enterprise in Iraq, and 
so infuriated by the chaotic 
security situation in the Sun- 
ni-dominated areas, that they 
were likely to stay away from 
the polls in large numbers. 

U.S. officials fear that if 
large numbers of Sunnis do 
not vote, the election will be 
regarded as illegitimate and 
may feed the insurgency. 

While U.S. military com- 
manders say they intend to 
open up many predominantly 
Sunni areas under the con- 
trol of insurgents, some Sunni 
tribal and religious leaders 
say that the campaign ap- 
pears to be having the oppo- 
site effect, alienating the peo- 
ple it is supposed to liberate. 

Raad Rahim Ahmed, a 50- 
year-old resident of Samar- 
ra, who said U.S. soldiers 
killed his wife and two chil- 
dren when they cleared the 
city of insurgents last week, 
said, “Why should I trust this 
government? Why should I 
vote at all?” 

Wamid Omar Nadhmi, the 
leader of the Arab National- 
ist Movement, a largely Sun- 
ni political party, said, ‘‘If the 
Sunnis don’t participate in 
the elections, we will weak- 
en considerably the legiti- 
macy of the elections and of 
the parliament.” (NYT) 
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10 Dead After Car Bombs Explode in Baghdad \\)R1.) BRIEFS 


BAGHDAD, Iraq — Two 
suicide car bombs exploded 
within 15 minutes of each 
other on Sunday morning in 
eastern Baghdad, killing at 
least 10 Iraqis and one Amer- 
ican soldier, Iraqi and US. 
officials said. At least 15 oth- 
er people were injured. 

The first bomb exploded at 
about 7:15 a.m. next to a U.S. 
military convoy, killing one 
American, military officials 
said. 

The second bombing took 
place near a police academy 
on Palestine Street, appar- 
ently aimed at a line of re- 
cruits standing outside the 
station. A minibus packed 
with explosives began speed- 
ing toward the building, 
across the street from a U.S. 
base, but appeared to det- 
onate prematurely, witness- 
es said. One hospital report- 
ed receiving at least 10 dead 


bodies and treating the 
wounds of five people, ac- 
cording to The Associated 
Press. The police said that a 
total of 15 people were in- 
jured in that explosion. 

The blast left a crater 4 feet 
deep and 6 feet wide. Iraqi 
medics scoured the debris- 
strewn area, picking up a 
severed arm and other body 
parts. Policemen tried hold- 
ing back an occasionally un- 
ruly crowd made up of by- 
standers and journalists. 

The U.S. military said a 
marine was killed in combat 
on Saturday in restive Anbar 
province. At least 1,065 U.S. 
soldiers have died in the war. 

The first day of a declared 
cease-fire between US. 
troops and the militia of fire- 
brand cleric Moktada al- 
Sadr unfolded in Sadr City, a 
vast slum of 2.2 million peo- 
ple in northeastern Baghdad 


that is home to Sadr’s most 
zealous supporters. 

Kassim Daoud, the Iraqi 
national security adviser, 
said that members of the 
Mahdi Army, Sadr’s Shiite 
militia, will be asked to turn 
in heavy weapons such as 
mortars and_rocket-pro- 
pelled grenades at three po- 
lice stations in Sadr City. 
They will be given cash for 
such weapons, but they will 
be able to keep handguns 
and AK-47’s. The program 
will start on Monday and 
continue until Friday. 

“It is a great day for me and 
for all the people of the city 
that the fighting has 
stopped,” Ahmad Murad, 32, 
a shoe salesman, said. “Our 
city needs a lot of work to re- 
build it. We suffered a lot un- 
der the old regime, and we 
don’t want to suffer now.” 

EDWARD WONG 


Taiwan's Leader Makes New Overtures to Beijing 


TAIPEI, Taiwan — Presi- 
dent Chen Shui-bian of Tai- 
wan on Sunday called for 
opening peace talks with 
mainland China, in a concil- 
iatory overture following 
President Hu Jintao’s con- 
solidation of power last 
month in Beijing. 

In a National Day speech 
here, Chen called for an em- 
phasis on arms control, in 
light of mainland Chinese’s 
buildup of ballistic missiles 
pointed at Taiwan and a re- 
cent threat by Taiwan to aim 
rockets at Shanghai if the 
mainland attacks. 


“TI propose that both sides 
should seriously consider 
the issue of arms control 
and take concrete actions to 
reduce tension and military 
threats across the Taiwan 
Strait,”” Chen said. “In the 
long term, both sides should 
formally end the state of 
hostility across the Taiwan 
Strait and establish con- 
fidence-building measures 
through consultations and 
dialogues,” he said later. 

Foreign policy analysts 
predicted that mainland of- 
ficials would initially reject 
Chen’s proposal. 


In the section of Chen’s 
speech that is likely to re- 
ceive the greatest scrutiny 
in Beijing, he suggested for 
the first time that officials 
from Taiwan and mainland 
China revive a brief flurry 
of contacts in Hong Kong 
and Singapore in 1992. 
Those contacts were possi- 
ble because the Nationalist 
Party was still ruling Tai- 
wan and Taiwan and China 
agreed then that they both 
had a “one-China policy,” 
and agreed to disagree on 
what exactly that policy 
was. KEITH BRADSHER 


Plan for Investigation of Afghan Election Eases Dissent 


KABUL, Afghanistan — 
The quest by opposition can- 
didates to have Afghanistan’s 
first presidential election 
nullified appeared to fade 
Sunday, as some candidates 
moderated their stance in 
light of a consensus pro- 
claiming the election, while 
not problem-free, a success 
because of the high turnout 
and the low level of violence. 

Two of 15 candidates who 
had said they wanted the 
election redone because of 


accusations of irregularities, 
most notably problems with 
supposedly indelible ink in- 
tended to prevent multiple 
votes, said they would accept 
the results of an independent 
investigation that officials 
announced Sunday. 

While reports trickled in 
about improper interventions 
in voting by both poll workers 
and political party represent- 
atives loyal to a range of can- 
didates, outside observers 
again pronounced the elec- 


tion largely positive. Inter- 
national organizations, which 
spent $200 million to finance 
the election, indicated that 
they had little patience for 
would-be spoilers challeng- 
ing the vote's validity. 

The Organization for Secu- 
rity and Cooperation in Eu- 
rope, which had sent 40 elec- 
toral experts to Afghanistan, 
said a thorough and trans- 
parent investigation was the 
way to resolve candidates’ 
complaints. (NYT) 








Israeli Missile Hits 
Militants in Gaza Camp 


GAZA — The Israeli air 
force struck Palestinian mil- 
itants on Sunday as they 
planted a bomb intended for 
use against Israeli troops in 
a Gaza Strip refugee camp, 
wounding three of them, wit- 
nesses and military sources 
said. They said a missile 
struck the gunmen in Jaba- 
lya camp, which Israeli 
forces stormed on Sept. 30 in 
a search for Palestinian mil- 
itants who fire rockets 
across the border into the 
Jewish state. Palestinian 
witnesses said three people 
were wounded in the strike, 
one of them critically. 

(Reuters) 


Suicide Bomber Kills 3 
At Mosque in Pakistan 


ISLAMABAD, Pakistan — 
A suicide bomber blew him- 
self up at a Shiite mosque on 
Sunday evening in the eas- 
tern city of Lahore, killing 
himself and three other peo- 
ple and wounding at least 
eight, Pakistani officials 
said, in the latest attack of a 
deadly wave of violence that 
has gripped the country in 
recent weeks. Six of the 
wounded are in critical con- 
dition, hospital workers 
said. The bombing is the lat- 
est in a string of attacks 
against Sunni and Shiite 
Muslims in Pakistan. (NYT) 


Group Frees 10 Turks 


DUBAI — Iraqi kid- 
nappers have released 10 
Turkish hostages they had 
held for over a month after 
their Turkish employer said 
it would leave Iraq, Al Ja- 
zeera television said on Sun- 
day. Al Jazeera said it had 
received a videotape on 
Sept. 18 from a group calling 
itself the Abu Bakr al-Sed- 
diq Battalions in which it 
threatened to kill the work- 
ers of a construction firm 
within three days if their 
employer did not quit Iraq. 

(Reuters) 
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Among Blacks, 


JACKSONVILLE, Fla. — 
No matter who Charlotte 
Marshall ends up choosing — 
maybe Sen. John Kerry, said 
Marshall, or perhaps Presi- 
dent Bush, to untangle his 
Iraqi knot — she will work 
Election Day as a poll watch- 
er. ‘What happened in 2000 
got me into it,” she said. 

Like Marshall, many 
blacks are speaking about 
the fundamental act of voting 
this year with rekindled fer- 
vor, throwing a high-wattage 
backlight behind the issues 
and personalities of the cam- 
paign. The disqualified bal- 
lots, excluded voters and 
contentious ending of the 
2000 election have formed a 
galvanizing memory. 

Blacks are part of a torrent 
of new voter registrations in 
swing states like Florida, 


Fervor to Make Ballots Count 


Pennsylvania and Ohio. 

Here in Jacksonville, as 
the Oct. 4 registration dead- 
line approached, new voters 
in black neighborhoods were 
signing up at a pace two- 
thirds faster than in 2000. In 
Philadelphia, election offi- 
cials report the greatest 
surge of registrations in 21 
years, resulting in more than 
70,000 new voters added to 
the rolls since April, with 
growth heaviest in black sec- 
tions. In Ohio, new registra- 
tions in Democratic strong- 
holds, many of them black 
areas, have increased 250 
percent over 2000. 

Over the last 15 years or so, 
a rising black middle class 
has dispersed from cities into 
integrated suburbs creating 
a demand for political mes- 
sages that reflect the diverse 


circumstances of blacks. 

In interviews here in north 
Florida, in southwest Phila- 
delphia and elsewhere, some 
two dozen black voters spoke 
about the broad band of is- 
sues that define their person- 
al stakes in this campaign: 
the war in Iraq and what it 
means to a son or grandson in 
the military; the economy 
and how it shapes a brick- 
layer’s week; the tax code and 
its effect on an independent 
businessperson’s prospects; 
and the seats of aging Su- 
preme Court justices. 

Rod Owens, 22, a student at 
Florida A&M University in 
Tallahassee and active in a 
young Democrats group, put 
the matter more bluntly than 
most. ‘‘We feel betrayed,” he 
said. “We're looking for re- 
venge.” JIM DWYER 


Broadcast Group to Show Anti-Kerry Film 


The 62 television stations 
owned or managed by the 
Sinclair Broadcasting Group 
— many of them in swing 
states — will show a doc- 
umentary highly critical of 
Sen. John Kerry’s antiwar ac- 
tivities 30 years ago within 
the next two weeks, Sinclair 
officials said Sunday. 

Those officials said the doc- 
umentary would pre-empt 
regular night programming 
on its stations, which include 
affiliates for all six of the ma- 
jor broadcast networks in the 
swing states of Florida, Ohio, 
Wisconsin, Nevada and Penn- 
sylvania. 


Called “Stolen Honor: 
Wounds That Never Heal,” 
the documentary features 
Vietnam veterans who say 
their Vietnamese captors 
used Kerry's 1971 Senate tes- 
timony, in which he recount- 
ed stories of American atroci- 
ties, prolonging their torture 
and betraying and demoraliz- 
ing them. Similar claims were 
made by prisoners of war ina 
commercial that ran during 
the summer from an anti-Ker- 
ry veterans group, Swift Boat 
Veterans for Truth. 

Mark Hyman, Sinclair’s 
vice president for corporate 
relations, said the film would 


be shown because Sinclair 
deemed it newsworthy. 
Because Sinclair is defin- 
ing the documentary as 
news, it is unclear if it will be 
required by federal regula- 
tions to provide Kerry’s cam- 
paign with equal time to re- 
spond. But acknowledging 
that news standards call for 
fairness, Hyman said an invi- 
tation has been extended to 
Kerry to respond after the 
documentary is shown. 
“There are certainly serious 
allegations that are leveled; 
we would very much like to 
get his response,” he said. 
JIM RUTENBERG 


Congress Close to Setting Rules for Driver's Licenses 


WASHINGTON — Follow- 
ing a recommendation of the 
9/11 commission, the House 
and Senate are moving to- 
ward setting rules for the 
states that would standard- 
ize the documentation re- 
quired to get a driver's li- 
cense, and the data the li- 
cense would have to contain. 

The Senate version of the 
intelligence bill includes an 
amendment that would let 
the Secretary of Homeland 
Security decide on the doc- 


uments a state would have to 
require before issuing a 
driver’s license, and would 
also specify the data that the 
license would have to in- 
clude for the license to meet 
federal standards. The secre- 
tary could require the li- 
cense to include fingerprints 
or eye prints. The provision 
would allow the Homeland 
Security department to re- 
quire use of the card for ac- 
cess to planes, trains and oth- 
er modes of transportation. 


The House's version of the 
intelligence bill, passed on 
Friday, would require the 
states to keep all driver's li- 
cense data in a linked data- 
base, for quick access. It also 
calls for “an integrated net- 
work of screening points that 
includes the nation’s border 
security system, transporta- 
tion system, and critical in- 
frastructure facilities that 
the Secretary determines 
need to be protected against 
terrorist attack.” (NYT) 


NATION BRIEFS 


Senate Candidates 
From Colorado Debate 


DENVER — The candi- 
dates for Colorado's tightly 
contested open Senate seat, 
the beer heir Peter H. Coors 
and state Attorney General 
Ken Salazar, clashed on 
Sunday over whether Osama 
bin Laden deserves the 
death penalty. 

Salazar, a Democrat, said 
in a debate on NBC's “Meet 
the Press” that bin Laden 
deserves to be executed if 
he is captured for orches- 
trating the Sept. 11 terrorist 
attacks, while Coors said ex- 
ecuting bin Laden would 
make him a martyr to other 
Islamic terrorists. 

The race is being closely 
watched because it could 
decide which party controls 
the Senate. (AP) 








Rumsfeld Says Pullout 
Not Likely Before Vote 


AL ASAD AIR BASE, Iraq 
— The United States may be 
able to reduce its troop lev- 
els in Iraq after the January 
elections if security im- 
proves and Iraqi govern- 
ment forces continue to ex- 
pand and improve, Defense 
Secretary Donald H. Rums- 
feld said Sunday. Rumsfeld 
said the insurgent violence 
is likely to get worse in the 
weeks ahead, so troop re- 
ductions are almost out of 
the question. The United 
States now has about 135,000 
troops in Iraq. (AP) 


Mount St. Helens 
Shoots Out Steam 


MOUNT ST. HELENS, 
Wash. — Mount St. Helens 
vented a new column of 
steam on Sunday, a lazy 
plume that rose out of the 
crater of the snow-dusted 
volcano. The billow of steam 
rose from an area where a 
large bulge of rock has been 
growing on the dome-shaped 
formation of rock in the cra- 
ter. The plume rose several 
hundred feet above the 
8,364-foot volcano. (AP) 
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With Stern, Sirius Looks Beyond the Outrage 


Not a Shock Jock, 
But a Top Pitchman 


When executives at Sirius 
Satellite Radio committed 
half a billion dollars to 
broadcasting’s scatological 
shock jock Howard Stern last 
week, asking him to carry the 
company and a new medium 
into the promised land of 
popularity and profits, they 
knew they were getting a tal- 
ent famed for more than de- 
-livering humor and outrage. 

They were acquiring one of 
the best pitchmen in the 
world of media. 

Sirius executives noted 
that during Stern’s long ca- 
reer in radio, he has shep- 
herded thousands of people 
from his fan base of more 
than 12 million regular lis- 
teners to movie theaters, 


bookstores, cable shows, 
pay-per-view broadcasts and 
certain politicians. He is 
even credited with helping 
Snapple become a power- 
house brand in the 1980's. 

“Howard is an artist first, 
but we know how enthusias- 
tic he can be when he gets 
behind something,’ said 
Scott Greenstein, the presi- 
dent of entertainment and 
sports for Sirius. 

Still, getting people to buy 
a bottle of Snapple (about a 
dollar) is one thing. Convinc- 
ing listeners of his free 
morning show to pay $12.95 a 
month when he moves to 
Sirius in January 2006, is an- 
other. And while Stern re- 
peatedly proclaims himself 
the king of all media, some of 
his forays — like a late-night 
variety show he claimed 
would dethrone “Saturday 


Night Live” — have not suc- 
ceeded. 

Stern is not shrinking from 
the task. “I know I'm sort of 
the king of self-promotion,” 
he said. 

Last year, Sirius had reve- 
nue of only $12.9 million and 
a net loss of $226.2 million. 
But the company has more 
than $600 million in cash on 
hand, and it used a big chunk 
to lure Stern. 

Greenstein said the compa- 
ny was already talking about 
the national marketing cam- 
paign that it will undertake 
to build interest in Stern’s 
shift to Sirius. And he said 
success should not be all that 
hard to achieve. “With even 
just a million of Howard's lis- 
teners, this deal works for 
us,” Greenstein said. 

BILL CARTER 
and NAT IVES 


Inkjets Shrink, and Hewlett Sees Many New Uses 


SAN FRANCISCO — Vyo- 
mesh Joshi, the executive 
who runs Hewlett-Packard’s 
$22.6-billion-a-year printer 
business, likes to compare 
the thumb-size inkjet print 
heads his company produces 
to silicon chips. 

Whereas most people look 
at Hewlett-Packard’s print- 
ers and see only a ruthless 
low-end commodity _ busi- 
ness, Joshi sees new busi- 
ness potential. And, like the 
constantly shrinking transis- 
tor at the heart of the chip in- 
dustry, the ever smaller ink- 
jet nozzle is poised to evolve 
into a new generation. 

The company, which is 


based in Palo Alto, Calif., 
plans to use the technology 
for inkjet printing to aggres- 
sively enter a range of new 
markets beyond printing, in- 
cluding television and com- 
puter displays, printed elec- 
tronic circuits, automotive 
fuel-injection systems and 
even drug delivery for treat- 
ment of diseases. 

“A lot of competitors don't 
have the capabilities we 
have built in the last few 
years,” Joshi said. 

The bet on inkjet technol- 
ogy builds on the success of 
Joshi’s Imaging and Printing 
Group — the largest among 
the company’s businesses, 


and a bright spot, too. Its suc- 
cess could also make Joshi, a 
50-year-old, India-born engi- 
neer, a formidable candidate 
to become the leader of the 
computer maker, should 
Carleton S. Fiorina, the cur- 
rent chief executive, leave. 
“H.P. has done some se- 
rious innovation, and they 
are looking for a payback,” 
said Crawford Del Prete, an 
analyst for the International 
Data Corp., a computer in- 
dustry market research firm. 
“I don’t know if he’s being 
groomed to be C.E.O., but the 
performance sure speaks for 
itself.” 
JOHN MARKOFF 


Der Spiegel Family Sees a Threat in Corporate Control 


FRANKFURT — For near- 
ly 60 years, the weekly news- 
magazine Der Spiegel has 
tweaked the powers that be 
in Germany. 

These days, though, the 
juiciest story at Der Spiegel 
involves the magazine itself. 
The children of its late 
founder, Rudolf Augstein, re- 
cently lost a power struggle 
with the German publisher 
Gruner & Jahr, which has 
owned a stake in the maga- 


zine since the early 1970’s 
and is now assuming a more 
muscular role, over the ob- 
jections of the family. 

At issue is whether Aug- 
stein’s children will be left 
with any influence over the 
magazine he ran from 1947 
until his death in 2002 at 79. 

“Just because your father 
was a great figure, you’re not 
entitled to follow in his foot- 
steps,” said Jakob Augstein, 
who speaks for the four 


brothers and sisters. “But 
the Augstein family should 
still have a role at Spiegel. 
We no longer know what that 
role is.” 

With the family largely 
sidelined, Augstein said, Der 
Spiegel is destined to fall un- 
der the sway of Gruner & 
Jahr, Europe's biggest maga- 
zine publisher, with 120 ti- 
tles, including Family Circle 
in the United States. 

MARK LANDLER 


The Markets Last Week 


Dow 10,055.20 W 137.45 


Nasdaq 1,919.97 VW 22.23 


10 yr. Treasury yield 4.13 W 0.06 


Euro in dollars 1.2418 A0.0011 


Dollar in yen 109.42 VW 0.98 
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Microsoft to Offer 
New Media Center 


Bill Gates, Microsoft’s 
chairman, will unveil on 
Monday a new version of 
the Windows XP Media 
Center software that, com- 
bined with specially config- 
ured personal computers 
from dozens of manufac- 
turers, turns the PC intoa 
photo album, jukebox, DVD 
player and, most important, 
a TV set with a built-in 
recorder. The first two edi- 
tions of the software have 
been slow to gain accept- 
ance. But, Microsoft hopes 
to turn that around with the 
latest version. (NYT) 








Meeting Oil Demand 


Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and 
the United Arab Emirates, 
which account for almost 
half the oil output of OPEC 
nations, said Sunday that 
they were committed to in- 
creasing their production 
capacity to meet high 
worldwide demand. 

The Saudis are “willing to 
do what it takes to satisfy 
demand,” Ali al-Naimi, the 
Saudi oil minister, said in 
Abu Dhabi before an ener- 
gy conference. (Bloomberg) 


Gas Prices Rise 


Gasoline prices have 
climbed nearly 8 cents a 
gallon in the past two 
weeks because of record- 
high crude oil prices, an in- 
dustry analyst said Sunday. 
From Sept. 24 through Fri- 
day, the combined national 
average for all grades of gas 
rose from $1.94 to $2.02 a 
gallon, said Trilby Lund- 
berg, who publishes the 
semimonthly Lundberg Sur- 
vey of 7,000 gas stations 


across the country. (AP) 
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Phone Line Alchemy: Copper Into Fiber 


KELLER, Tex. — Rick 
Montey and his two-worker 
crew want to present a new 
image of the local phone 
company: prompt, friendly 
and hands-on helpful. 

At the home of T. J. Smith 
here in this Fort Worth 
suburb, Montey helped 
choose an inconspicuous 
spot to bore a small hole 
through the side of the 
house for the fiber optic 
line that would enable 
Smith’s son to download 
big computer files quickly 
for his graphic-design work 
and let his granddaughter 
pull video clips off the In- 
ternet. 

Three hours later, only 
after the Smiths knew how 
to use -the new system, 
Montey and his crew pulled 
away in their Verizon Com- 


munications truck. The 
family paid nothing for the 
installation, beyond the 


$34.95 monthly fee for the 
high-speed fiber optic serv- 
ice — which they can drop 
at any time. 

The new offering is part 
of a multibillion-dollar bet 
by Verizon and the other 
Bell companies. They are 
gambling that by going 
door to door to replace cen- 
tury-old copper wire tech- 
nology with high-speed fi- 
ber optic lines, they can 
hang onto their most valu- 
able asset: a direct line 
into the home of each 
customer. 

Verizon and the other re- 
gional Bell companies are 
losing customers by the mil- 
lions as people drop their 
old phone lines in favor of 
cellphones, e-mail and ever 
cheaper phone _ services 
from cable companies. 

To battle back, the phone 
companies are trying to 
outdo their archrivals, the 


cable companies, by in- 
stalling a network of fiber 
optic lines to reach tens of 
millions of American 
homes — lines able to carry 
not only phone calls but 
television programming 
and Internet connections 
at six times the speed of ca- 
ble company lines. 

In the process, the Bells 
hope to become a counter- 
weight to cable companies 
that often operate as mo- 
nopolies in their specific 
regions. 

“Without fiber, their 
customer base will evap- 
orate,” said Michael Ren- 
der, president of Render, 
Vanderslice & Associates, 
a market research firm in 
Tulsa, Okla., that tracks fi- 
ber optic networks. “The 
world is changing too rap- 
idly. Building fiber net- 
works is a must-do.” 

KEN BELSON 


Universal May Pick Rap Star for Executive Job 


As the Universal Music 
Group nears a deal to buy 
out the rap star Jay-Z and his 
partners from their venture, 
Roc-A-Fella Records, the 
company has renewed an un- 
conventional plan to bring 
the artist into its executive 
ranks by naming him presi- 
dent of the Def Jam Record- 
ings label, according to peo- 
ple involved in the negotia- 
tions. 

Universal Music, part of 
Vivendi, is set-to pay about 
$10 million to unravel the 
partnership in Roc-A-Fella, 
which has provided the la- 
bel with a series of plati- 


num-selling hits. While 
there is a chance the talks 
could unravel, these people 
said, they expect a deal 
would be made before the 
expiration of the venture 
agreement at the end of Feb- 
ruary. 

One twist to the negotia- 
tions is the future plans of 
Jay-Z, whose real name is 
Shawn Carter. 

Major record companies 
routinely reward or placate 
top recording artists by 
agreeing to finance their 
own small labels, like Ma- 


- donna’s Maverick Records. 


Few, however, have turned 


out to be little more than 
vanity projects that are 
quickly forsaken. 

In Carter’s case, however, 
Universal would hand him 
the vacant position as chief 
of one of its biggest divi- 
sions, with authority over ev- 
erything from album produc- 
tion to marketing strategies. 

As for Universal, signing 
Carter to an employment 
contract is seen as a move to 
safeguard the street credi- 
bility of the Def Jam label, 
which has been struggling to 
break through with new rap 
stars. JEFF LEEDS 

and LOLA OGUNNAIKE 


Senator Delays Passage of Controversial Tax Measure 


WASHINGTON — _ The 
Senate cleared a path on 
Sunday for a bill to hand 
out about $140 billion in 
corporate tax breaks, but it 
was blocked from a final 
vote by a fight over a pro- 
vision aimed at helping re- 
servists on duty in Iraq. 

The 633-page bill, which 
has already been passed by 
the House, is loaded with 
hundreds of provisions that 


provide benefits to a wide 
range of interests, includ- 
ing the General Electric 
Co., oil drillers, shipbuild- 
ers and many others. De- 
spite widespread criticism 
of the bill, the Senate vot- 
ed, 66 to 14, on Sunday to 
cut off a potential fili- 
buster. 

But Senate leaders were 
blocked for a day by Sen. 
Mary L. Landrieu, D-La., 


who was furious that the fi- 
nal bill did not include $2 
billion in tax credits for 
companies that keep paying 
employees who are called 
to active duty. 

Landrieu said she would 
insist that the Senate use 
the full 30 hours of debate 
allowed under its rules. 
Still, the bill is expected to 
pass easily after the debate. 

EDMUND L. ANDREWS 
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Deutsche Telekom 
To Buy Out Investors 


Deutsche Telekom, Eu- 
rope's largest telephone 
company, plans to buy out 
investors in its T-Online In- 
ternet unit in a transaction 
worth at least 2.24 billion 
euros ($2.8 billion) to re- 
vive growth at its fixed-line 
division. T-Online investors 
have the option to swap 
their holdings for Deutsche 
Telekom stock or receive 
8.99 euros in cash for each 
share, the same price as 
Friday's close, the company 
said in a statement over the 
weekend. (Bloomberg) 


Polish Bank Shares 


WARSAW, Poland — 
Poles signed waiting lists 
Sunday for a chance to buy 
shares in their largest 
bank, using a signup system 
from communist times to 
impose order on the crush 
of interested investors. 
Monday marks their first 
chance to register for 
shares in state-owned PKO 
Bank Polski, which intends 
to float 30 percent of its 
shares in central Europe's 
largest initial public of- 
fering of the year and Po- 
land’s biggest since a 1998 
telecom IPO. (AP) 


Deal for Manchester 


LONDON — The owner of 
the Tampa Bay Buccaneers 
football team, Malcolm 
Glazer, is negotiating with 
two Irish investors in an ef- 
fort to buy their 29 percent 
of the soccer team Man- 
chester United, as part of a 
plan to take over the team 
and take it private. (NYT) 


Venezuelan Taxes 


CARACAS, Venezuela — 
Venezuelan President 
Hugo Chavez said Sunday 
that taxes on foreign com- 
panies extracting heavy 
crudes from Venezuelan 
soil would be raised to 16.6 
percent from less than 2 
percent. (AP) 
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Mexican Politicos Won't Stay Home and Bake Cookies 


TEPIC, Mexico — If Hilla- 
ry Clinton roiled a lot of 
Americans who thought she 
was using her position as 
First Lady to propel a politi- 
cal career, imagine Mexico's 
quandary as it faces a first 
lady free-for-all. 

Marta Sahagun de Fox, 
wife to President Vicente 
Fox, is not the only first lady 
flirting with aspirations to 
succeed her husband. Her 
public displays of authority 
and ambition seem to have 
sparked a movement. 

In recent months, political 
wives at state and local lev- 
els have broken with en- 
trenched macho traditions 
and started campaigns to fol- 
low their husbands in office. 


They call themselves leaders 
of a new feminist fight, seek- 
ing status for women who 
have little formal work expe- 
rience of their own, but have 
toiled hard and faithfully in 
the shadows of powerful hus- 
bands. 

In a rugged region cut by 
three mountain ranges, long 
run by tobacco farmers and 
cattle ranchers, there is the 
campaign by the woman 
known as Mexico's other 
Martha: the first lady of the 
state of Nayarit. 

Marta Elena Garcia de 
Echevarria calls herself a 
champion of the poor. 

“T am not doing this for 
me,” she said during a break 
from her hectic public sched- 


CROSSWORD Edited By Will Shortz 


ule. “The people are calling 
me, and I cannot fail them.” 

She has taken the first la- 
dy’s designated job as chief 
of the state’s family welfare 
agency and run with it. The 
agency has refurbished 
parks and expanded schol- 
arship programs, opened 
hundreds of new social 
clubs for the elderly and or- 
phanages for abused and 
abandoned children. It has 
helped make Echevarria one 
of the most popular political 
figures in the state. 

But the chattering classes 
call wives like Echevarria 
political opportunists who 
threaten to turn this coun- 
try’s young democracy into a 
dynasty. After the revolution, 
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Mexicans tried to protect 
themselves from dictator- 
ships by prohibiting presi- 
dents and governors from 
seeking re-election. But 
there are no laws that pro- 
hibit spousal succession, and 
many see that as a loophole. 

Rossana Fuentes Berain, a 
political analyst and man- 
aging editor of the magazine 
“Foreign Affairs en Espa- 
hol,” said: “This is about 
nepotism, not feminism. It 
has nothing to do with pass- 
ing on power to women.” 

A political storm last sum- 
mer forced Sahagun to an- 
nounce that she would not 
run for president in 2006. 
Still many speculate that 
she will seek a lesser office. 

When asked whether her 
candidacy moved Mexico 
back to the times when lead- 
ers handpicked their succes- 
sors, Echevarria was ada- 
mant. 

She was handpicked by 
the people, she contended. 
“If the people want me as 
their governor, then they 
will vote for me,” she said. 
“If they don’t, then they will 
vote against me. Isn’t that 
democracy?” 

GINGER THOMPSON 
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Astros Fall Apart at Home; Cardinals Clinch 5? (1S BRIEFS 


HOUSTON — The team 
that was supposed to lack 
postseason backbone and 
spirit did not vanish Sunday, 
even though there was a pile 
of reasons that said it had no 
chance. 

The Atlanta Braves were 
surrounded by doom: Roger 
Clemens pitching against 
them, a boisterous Houston 
crowd, a 19-game winning 
streak at home by the Astros. 
But the Braves poked doom 
in the eye, and now they 
have a chance to win their 
National League division se- 
ries at home. 

J. D. Drew singled in Ra- 
fael Furcal in the top of the 
ninth and reliever John 
Smoltz survived two harrow- 
ing innings as the Braves 
won, 6-5, in Minute Maid 
Park to even their best-of- 
five-game series at two 


games apiece. 

“For us to be down, 5-2, to 
Roger Clemens and against 
that team and that staff and 
in this ballpark, to come 
back and snatch one says a 
lot about this ball club,” 
Braves third baseman Chip- 
per Jones said. “There is a 
lot of heart and character 
here. We'll get to where we 
want to go on sheer guts and 
willpower if we have to.” 

In Game 5 in Atlanta on 
Monday, Jaret Wright will 
pitch for the Braves and Roy 
Oswalt will start for the As- 
tros. 

Smoltz, the only player re- 
maining from the 1991 
Braves team that started the 
team’s streak of 13 straight 
postseason appearances, 
won his 14th playoff game 
with two innings of nail-bit- 
ing, but scoreless, relief. 


He needed a game-ending 
double play ground ball by 
Houston’s Jeff Kent with 
runners on first and third to 
survive. 

These two teams are trying 
desperately to get away from 
their postseason pasts. The 
Braves have been eliminat- 
ed at home in Turner Field 
the past two seasons in 
Game 5 of the division se- 
ries. And only one of their 
postseason appearances has 
resulted in a World Series ti- 
tle. The Astros, for their 
part, have never won a post- 
season series since their cre- 
ation in 1962. 

The winner will meet the 
St. Louis Cardinals, who de- 
feated the Los Angeles 
Dodgers, 6-2, on Sunday to 
advance to the National 
League Championship Se- 
ries. RAY GLIER 


Patriots Reach Magic Number With 19th Straight Win 


FOXBORO, Mass. — There 
have been prettier games in 
the streak, and certainly 
more meaningful ones. But 
among the hallmarks of the 
victories the New England 
Patriots have collected like 
so much pocket change over 
the past year has been their 
numbing efficiency, inter- 
rupted only once by a true 
blowout and only a few oth- 
er times by games of memo- 
rable beauty or drama. 

So it was fitting on Sunday 
that the Patriots set the 
N.F.L.’s unofficial record for 


consecutive victories at 19 
(counting playoff games) 
with the sort of grind-it-out 
performance that has be- 
come as closely associated 
with them as the silver 
Vince Lombardi Trophy 
awarded to Super Bowl 
champions. 

Glamour escapes this 
team, but victory does not. A 
24-10 triumph over the Mi- 
ami Dolphins (0-5) was pock- 
marked by mistakes but ulti- 
mately punctuated by the 
unlikely sight of players 
dumping Gatorade on Coach 


Bill Belichick. 

After weeks of ritual deni- 
al, Belichick acknowledged 
the Patriots’ achievement. 
“He finally cracked a 
smile,” safety Rodney Harri- 
son said. 

Belichick said: “I did tell 
the team I thought they 
should be proud of what 
they accomplished, that no 
other team in professional 
football has done. But that 
being said, that’s not our ul- 
timate goal. 

“We're trying to get more 
than that.” JUDY BATTISTA 








Rivera Returns Home 
After Deadly Accident 


Yankee pitcher Mariano 
Rivera,traveled from New 
York to his home in La 
Chorrera, Panama Sunday 
morning after two of his 
family members died in an 
electrical accident. Ri- 
vera’s brother-in-law and 
his nephew were killed in 
the mishap at Rivera's 
home, according to Fernan- 
do Cuza, the pitcher's agent. 
Rivera's availability for the 
American League Cham- 
pionship Series against the 
Boston Red Sox is uncer- 
tain. (NYT) 


‘Stotz Wins by a Shot 


Andre Stolz played like a 
veteran instead of a strug- 
gling rookie when it count- 
ed most Sunday, shooting a 
five-under 67 to win the Mi- 
chelin Championship at Las 
Vegas by a shot over Tom 
Lehman and two others. 

(AP) 


NFL STANDINGS 


SUNDAY 

Detroit 17, Atlanta 10 

Giants 26, Dallas 10 
Indianapolis 35, Oakland 14 
Minnesota 34, Houston 28, OT 
New England 24, Miami 10 
Pittsburgh 34, Cleveland 23 
Tampa Bay 20, New Orleans 17 
Jets 16, Buffalo 14 

San Diego 34, Jacksonville 21 
St. Louis 33, Seattle 27, OT 
San Francisco 31, Arizona 28, OT 
Denver 20, Carolina 17 
Baltimore 17, Washington 10 
Open: Cincinnati, Kansas City, 
Philadelphia, Chicago 





WEATHER 


High/low temperatures for the 21 hours ended at 4 p.m. 
yesterday, Eastern time, and precipitation (in inches) for 
the 18 hours ended at 1 p.m. yesterday. Expected 


conditions for today and tomorrow. 


Weather conditions: C-clouds, F-fog, H-haze, I-ice, PC- 
partly cloudy,R-rain, S-sun, Sh-showers, Sn-snow, SS- 
snow showers, T-thunderstorms, Tr-trace, W-windy. 


U.S. CITIES 

de Yesterday Today 
Atlanta 71/64 0 72/63 Sh 
Albuquerque 71/50 0 63/50 Sh 
Boise 63/37 0 70/39 S 
Boston 66/59 0 58/49 C 
Buffalo 57/46 0 57/40 S 
Charlotte 79/54 0 70/53 PC 
Chicago 63/43 0 63/38 S 
Cleveland 61/48 0 §9/44 S 
Dallas-Ft. Worth 69/63 0.42 74/60 T 
Denver 72/33 0 58/42 C 
Detroit 62/42 0 64/40 S 


Houston 76/66 0.01 83/65 PC 83/62 PC Cape Town 64/46 0.01 63/50 S 70/52 S 

Kansas City 69/51 0 62/51 Sh 62/52 C Dublin 55/50 Tr 59/48 C 57/46 C 

Los Angeles 71/62 0 74/60 PC 77/60 PC Geneva 66/59 0.35 64/50 PC 64/48 Sh 

Miami 86/75 0 87/75 PC 88/77 T Hong Kong 85/72 0 82/75 S 81/73 S 

Minn.-St. Paul 70/46 0 71/47 PC 72/50 PC Kingston 87/80 0 91/79 T 91/79 T 

New York City 66/61 0 61/49 C 66/48 W Lima 71/62 0 66/61 S 66/61 S 

Oriando 86/72 0 83/72 Sh 85/70 C London 60/50 0 59/48 PC 59/52 R 

Philadelphia 70/57 0.01 65/48 S 68/47 S Madrid 64/50 0.04 63/50 C 63/43 PC 

Phoenix 93/73 0 90/67 PC 90/66 S Mexico City 69/53 — 77/59 R 75/57 C 
Salt Lake City 63/49 0 69/45 PC 68/45 S Montreal 68/48 Tr 52/41 C 61/39 PC 
San Francisco 75/50 0 79/54 S 80/57 S Nassau 87/69 0 86/79 PC 88/79 PC 

Tomorrow Seattle 59/49 0.02 62/48 PC 63/46 PC _ Paris 55/5! 0.20 57/46 C 63/57 C 
73/58 Sh St. Louis 70/54 0 59/51 Sh 63/53 Sh = Prague 51/35 Tr 45/34 PC 45/32 PC 
pipe ig Washington 72/59 0 66/47 S 73/45 S Rio de Janeiro 93/64 0 84/70 Sh 88/70 R 
4 : Rome 75/69 0 72/63 Sh 72/61 PC 
59/48 Sh FOREIGN CITIES Santiago 60/410 55/30R 70/28 S 
62/43 S Yesterday Today Tomorrow SantoDomingo 87/75 0 91/73 T 90/73 T 
69/52 PC Acapulco 87/78 0 88/77 R 88/75 R Stockholm 44/37 Tr 46/34 PC 46/32 S 
65/48 PC Athens 79/63 0 90/68 PC 84/63 C Sydney 71/57 Tr 77/57 S 84/64 S 
65/45 PC Beijing 69/55 0 64/48 S 66/43 S Tokyo 66/62 - 82/68 R 77/66 R 
74/58 PC Berlin 53/36 Tr 54/36 S 48/32 PC Toronto 60/48 Tr §5/37 S 63/39 S 
63/43 PC — Buenos Aires 61/54 0 66/46 PC 59/54 R Vancouver 59/53 0.39 61/55 Sh 66/55 C 
68/45 PC Cairo 83/64 0 82/54 S 82/55 S Warsaw 50/39 0 41/36 C 41/30 S$ 
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BOB HERBERT 


Webs of Illusion 


EDITORIALS OF THE TIMES 
Be Part of the Solution 








The 2000 mess in Florida was sup- 
posed to make the nation more dedicat- 
ed to ensuring that elections are fair, 
but it appears to have had the opposite 
effect. The chances of having an elec- 
tion in which all qualified citizens can 
cast votes that are counted accurately 
seems more remote than ever. Local 
election officials have been choosing 
electronic voting machines of question- 
able reliability that do not produce a 
paper record. Secretaries of state have 
been rejecting valid voter registration 
forms on technicalities. And rather 
than trying to attract supporters to 
their own candidates, some political 
operatives are concentrating on dis- 
qualifying voters on the other side. 

As bad as things have been so far, the 
most vulnerable time for a democracy 
is Election Day itself. Polling places 
can be closed or moved at the last 
minute, with little or no notice. Reg- 
istered voters arrive at polling places 
where they have been voting for years, 
only to find that their names are not on 
the rolls. “Ballot integrity” teams show 
up in heavily minority precincts, trying 
to intimidate people into leaving with- 
out voting. Voting machines fail to start 
up properly or develop troubling 
glitches. 

Ordinary Americans can, and should, 
become more involved in monitoring 
the election process. National and 
state political parties, and candidates 
at every level, have a long tradition of 
sending out volunteer poll watchers to 
observe the voting on Election Day. 
These partisan poll watchers can play 
an important role in keeping elections 
honest — though it is important that 
they be committed to helping all cit- 
izens to vote, and not interfere with 
those who appear most likely to sup- 
port the opposition. 

If there is a party or a candidate you 
feel strongly about, see if the group 
will send you to observe the voting ina 
precinct where problems are antic- 
ipated. 

This year, for the first time, there is 
also a nationwide nonpartisan elec- 
tion-monitoring program being run by 
a coalition of public interest groups, 
which include the Lawyers’ Committee 
for Civil Rights Under Law and People 
for the American Way Foundation. 
Election Protection (www.electionpro- 
tection2004.org) will be putting vol- 
unteers on the ground in states like 
Florida and Ohio to distribute voters’ 
bills of rights and identify and report 


problems at the polls. These groups say 
that volunteers will be trained to pro- 
vide immediate help to voters who 
have problems, and will also have ac- 
cess to roving teams of lawyers, who 
will be prepared to go to court if neces- 
sary. 

Volunteer lawyers are also being re- 
cruited to staff a toll-free nationwide 
hot line (866-OUR-VOTE), answering 
questions and fielding reports of trou- 
ble. There is a special program coordi- 
nating law-student volunteers, Im- 
pact2004 (www.impact2004.org), which 
is providing them with low-cost trans- 
portation to the swing states of Ohio 
and Pennsylvania. 

Verifiedvoting.org, a leading critic of 
electronic voting in its current form, 
has started up an election protection 
program called TechWatch (www.veri- 
fiedvoting.org/techwatch), which hopes 
to sign up thousands of volunteers, par- 
ticularly computer scientists. Tech- 
Watch says its volunteers will observe 
the pre-election “logic and accuracy” 
done on the voting machines, watch ac- 
tual voting on Election Day and then 
monitor the postelection vote counting. 
The goal is not only to identify elec- 
tronic voting problems in this election, 
but to also start developing a database 
that can be used to evaluate and im- 
prove electronic voting in the future. 

We hope these election protection 
programs will have the added benefit 
of helping to bring about more serious 
consequences for election officials who 
flout the law. 

There have been widespread reports 
from all parts of the country of officials 
doing everything from insisting on pho- 
to ID from voters when it is not re- 
quired to installing uncertified soft- 
ware on electronic voting machines. 

If monitors witness these things first- 
hand, their reports could help remove 
irresponsible election officials from 
their jobs, or even have them crimi- 
nally prosecuted. 

In a well-run democracy, the govern- 
ment would be running elections of 
such unquestioned integrity there 
would be no need for volunteer 
projects like these. But the mechanics 
of American democracy are deeply 
flawed, and Congress, state govern- 
ments and local elections officials have 
been unwilling to do what is necessary 
to fix them. If this election is going to be 
a fair and honest one, concerned cit- 
izens will have to do their part to en- 
sure that every vote counts. 


It’s understood that incumbents 
campaigning for re-election will spot- 
light the good news and downplay the 
bad. The problem for President Bush, 
with the election just three weeks 
away, is that the bad news keeps cas- 
cading in and there is very little good 
news to tout. 

So the president and his chief sup- 
porters have resorted to the odd tactic 
of claiming that the bad news is good. 

The double talk reached a fever 
pitch last week after the release of 
two devastating reports — the com- 
prehensive report by Charles Duelfer, 
the chief U.S. weapons inspector, 
which destroyed any remaining 
doubts that Iraq had weapons of mass 
destruction; and the Labor Depart- 
ment’s dismal employment report for 
September, which heightened con- 
cerns about the strength of the eco- 
nomic recovery and left Bush with the 
dubious distinction of being the first 
president since Herbert Hoover to 
stand for re-election with fewer peo- 
ple working than at the beginning of 
his term. 

Bush turned the findings of the 
Duelfer report upside down and in- 
side out, telling crowds at campaign 
rallies that it proved Saddam Hussein 
had been “a gathering threat.” It did- 
n't matter that the report, ordered by 
the president himself, showed just the 
opposite. Vice President Cheney had 
an equally peculiar response to the 
report. 

Bush sold his tax cuts as a mighty 
force for job creation. They weren't. A 
Times article that reported the sunny 
White House response to the dis- 
appointing job creation figures, also 
said: “In September, an estimated 62.3 
percent of the working-age population 
was employed, two full percentage 
points below the level at the begin- 
ning of the recession in March 2001. 
That difference represents over 4.5 
million people without work.” 

Hyperbole is part of every politi- 
cian’s portfolio. But on the most se- 
rious matters facing the country, 
Bush's administration has often gone - 
beyond hyperbole to deliberate mis- 
representations that undermine the 
very idea of an informed electorate. If 
unpleasant realities are not acknowl- 
edged by the officials occupying the 
highest offices in the land, there is no 
chance that the full resources of the 
government and the people will be 
marshaled to meet those challenges. 
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Group of Bishops Opposes Kerry 


DENVER — For Archbish- 
op Charles J. Chaput, the 
highest-ranked Roman Cath- 
olic prelate in Colorado, 
there is only one way for a 
faithful Catholic to vote in 
this presidential election, 
for President Bush and 
against Sen. John Kerry. 

“The church says abortion 
is a foundational issue,” the 
archbishop told a group of 
Catholic college students 
gathered in a sports bar here 
on Friday night. He did not 
explicitly endorse Bush, but 
pointed out the potential im- 
pact his re-election could 
have on Roe v. Wade. “Su- 
preme Court cases can be 
overturned, right?” he asked. 

‘Chaput is part of a group of 
bishops intent on throwing 
the weight of the church into 
the elections. 

Galvanized by battles 
against same-sex marriage 
and stem cell research and 
alarmed at the prospect of a 
president who, like Kerry, is 
a Catholic and supports 
abortion rights, these bish- 


ops and like-minded Catho- 
lic groups are blanketing 
churches with guides identi- 
fying abortion, gay marriage 
and the stem cell debate as 
among a handful of “non-ne- 
gotiable issues.” 

To the dismay of liberal 
Catholics and some other 
bishops, traditional church 
concerns about the death 
penalty or war are typically 
not mentioned. 

Chaput has discussed Cath- 
olic priorities in the election 
in 14 of his 28 columns in the 
diocesan newspaper this 
year. His archdiocese has or- 
ganized voter registration 
drives in more than 40 of the 
largest parishes in the state. 

To him, voting for a candi- 
date who supports abortion 
rights or embryonic stem cell 
research would be a sin that 
must be confessed before re- 
ceiving Communion. 

“If you vote this way, are 
you cooperating in evil?” 
Chaput asked in an inter- 
view. “And if you know you 
are cooperating in evil, 


should you go to confession? 
The answer is yes.” 

The efforts of Chaput and 
his allies are converging 
with a concerted drive for 
conservative Catholic voters 
by the Bush campaign, which 
has spent four years cultivat- 
ing Catholic leaders, organ- 
izing more than 50,000 vol- 
unteers and hiring a corps of 
paid staff members to in- 
crease Catholic turnout. 

Never before have so many 
bishops so explicitly warned 
Catholics so close to an elec- 
tion that to vote a certain way 
was to commit a sin. 

Archbishop Raymond L. 
Burke of St. Louis issued just 
such a statement. Last week, 
Bishop Michael J. Sheridan 
of Colorado Springs issued a 
statement telling Catholics 
that abortion outweighed 
any other issue. Archbishop 
John J. Myers of Newark re- 
cently used an editorial in 
The Wall Street Journal to 
argue a similar case. 

DAVID D. KIRKPATRICK 
and LAURIE GOODSTEIN 


Security Grants Still Streaming to Rural States 


ANCHORAGE — In the 
scramble for domestic secu- 
rity dollars, officials in Alas- 
ka are in a predicament that 
would be the envy of most 
other states. They must fig- 
ure out how to spend $2 mil- 
lion in federal money. 

The Department of Home- 
land Security rejected a pro- 
posal by Alaska to use the 
money to buy a jet, but indi- 
cated it would be “happy to 
entertain” further proposals. 
Officials are now obliging. 

Money is so readily avail- 
able that the Northwest Arc- 
tic Borough, a desolate area 
of 7,300 people that straddles 
the Arctic Circle, recently 
stocked up on $233,000 worth 
of emergency radio equip- 
ment, decontamination 
tents, headlamps, night vi- 


sion goggles and bullhorns. 
While there is consensus 
that the threat of an attack 
should supersede politics as 
usual, the billions of federal 
dollars for terrorism pre- 
paredness are being doled 


- out to states in much the 


same way as money for rou- 
tine federal projects. The 
money continues to be dis- 
tributed by a formula that 
places a higher value on 
spreading the wealth among 
states than on _ assessing 
where the risk of a terrorist 
attack is greatest. 

Alaska, which has 649,000 
residents, received nearly 
$92 per resident in security 
funds over the last two years, 
compared with states like 
New York, which received 
$32, and California, which re- 


ceived $22. 

Juneau, a town of 31,000, 
has bought or ordered a ro- 
bot for deactivating bombs, 
decontamination equipment, 
night-vision goggles, phar- 
maceutical stockpiles and a 
back-up radio system. So far 
in 2004, the city has received 
$962,000 in security grants. 

A provision in the USA Pa- 
triot Act guaranteed each 
state at least 0.75 percent of 
the total in terrorism pre- 
paredness grants for states 
and a minimum allocation 
for some territories as well, 
locking up nearly 40 percent 
of the money. The rest of the 
grants for states have been 
allocated based on a state’s 
percentage of the national 
population. 

DEAN E. MURPHY 


sadr’s militia 
answers call 
to yield arms 


BAGHDAD, Iraq — Militia- 
men loyal to the rebel Shiite 
cleric Moktada al-Sadr sur- 
rendered hundreds of weap- 
ons on Monday, in what ap- 
peared to be an encouraging 
start to a deal struck with the 
Iraqi government and the 
U.S. military to end months 
of fighting in the neighbor- 
hood known as Sadr City. 

On another violent day in 
which 3 U.S. soldiers were 
killed and 14 wounded in two 
separate incidents, dozens of 
guerrillas came forward to 
hand over heavy weapons 


like mortars, grenade- 
launchers, machine guns and 
artillery shells. 

In exchange, U.S. com- 


manders agreed to halt mili- 
tary operations against the 
group, known as the Mahdi 
Army, and to begin recon- 
struction projects in the 
area. The Iraqi government 
also promised to release any 
member of the Mahdi Army, 
among the dozens picked up 
in sweeps here, who has not 

been charged with a crime. 
The Iraqi government 
agreed to pay above-market 
prices for the weapons: $250 
for a mortar, $170 for a gre- 
nade launcher and, for a bul- 
let, 25 cents. Still, given the 
firepower deployed by the 
militiamen, the total turned 
in probably represents only 
a fraction of what the group 
presumably has stored away. 
Under the agreement, the 
Mahdi Army has until Friday 
to turn over its heavy weap- 
ons, after which American 
commanders said they would 
assess Sadr’s compliance 
and, if necessary, resume 
military operations and con- 
duct house-to-house search- 
es. DEXTER FILKINS 
and EDWARD WONG 
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U.S. Releases Saudi-American After 3 Years 0X1) BRIEFS 


RIYADH, Saudi Arabia — 
The three-year odyssey of 
Yaser E. Hamdi, the Saudi- 
American college student 
found in the company of Tal- 
iban fighters in 2001 and 
held in prison since then, 
came to an end on Monday 
after a secret military flight 
from a Navy brig in South 
Carolina to the airport in Ri- 
yadh, where he was greeted 
by his rapturous family. 

The United States had 
held Hamdi, 24, in solitary 
confinement as an ‘enemy 
combatant” for much of the 
past three years. One con- 
dition of his release re- 
quired Hamdi, who was born 
in Baton Rouge, La., to re- 
nounce his American cit- 
izenship within a week of his 
arrival here. 

Hamdi did not wait a week; 
the Saudi Interior Ministry 
said he had proclaimed he 
was no longer American as 
soon as he stepped off the 


plane about noon. Hamdi 
also spoke to Frank Dunham, 
his lawyer in Washington, af- 
ter he landed, and Dunham 
said his client declared the 
moment to be “awesome.” 
Hamdi’s release had been 
held up for 10 days because 


of an impasse between the © 


Saudi and U.S. governments. 
Saudi officials, irritated that 
they had not been included 
in negotiations over his re- 
lease, insisted that he be 
freed without condition be- 
cause he had not been 
charged with any crime. 

In the end, State Depart- 
ment officials said, the Sau- 
dis accepted Hamdi’s return 
without imposing new con- 
ditions. 

Shortly after arriving in Ri- 
yadh on a military contract 
aircraft, Hamdi took a com- 
mercial flight home to Al Ju- 
bayl, on the eastern coast. 

The United States had por- 
trayed Hamdi as a dan- 


gerous man with possible 
links to Al Qaeda. Interviews 
with his lawyer and others 
on Monday provided a clear- 
er picture of Hamdi's side of 
the story,'as he recounted it. 

In early 2001, he left King 
Fahd University of Petro- 
leum and Minerals in Saudi 
Arabia and entered Afghani- 
stan through Pakistan. He at- 
tended a camp run by the 
Taliban in Kunduz Province. 
There, young men trained in 
religious activities, calis- 
thenics and small-arms pro- 
ficiency. A friend who has 
been in contact with Hamdi 
said his aim was simply to 
reconnect with Islam. 

The United States has said 
Hamdi was captured with 
Taliban soldiers and a weap- 
on in his hands. But Hamdi 
insisted to family and friends 
that he had no connections to 
Al Qaeda or terrorism. 

JOEL BRINKLEY 
and ERIC LICHTBLAU 


Airstrikes Aim at Falluja Terrorist Commanders 


WASHINGTON — USS. air- 
strikes in Falluja have killed 
at least six senior members 
of the terrorist network led 
by Abu Musab al-Zarqawi, a 
Jordanian militant, accord- 
ing to senior Pentagon and 
military officials, who say 
the bombing campaign has 
eliminated about half of the 
foreign terrorist leadership 
in the city in the last month. 

Even so, these Pentagon, 
military and intelligence of- 
ficials concede that because 


Iraq’s border with Syria is 
porous, foreign fighters — in- 
cluding possible replace- 
ments for the Zarqawi lieu- 
tenants killed by airstrikes 
— may still be able to reach 
Falluja. 

At the same time, Falluja 
residents and international 
human rights groups have 
complained of an increasing 
loss of life among noncom- 
batants in the city. They say 
rising anger against the 
American air campaign 


serves only to strengthen the 
insurgents’ grip. 

The Pentagon hopes that 
the strikes may create ten- 
sions between homegrown 
Sunni insurgents in the city, 
who eventually may wish to 
negotiate a settlement with 
the Iraqi government to 
stave off a full-scale ground 
offensive, and the foreign 
militant leaders who are tar- 
gets of the bombing. 

THOM SHANKER 
and ERIC SCHMITT 


Next King Is Apparently the Least Apparent Heir 


PHNOM PENH, Cambodia 
— King Norodom Sihanouk 
has engineered the succes- 
sion to the throne of his most 
self-effacing son, Prince No- 
rodom Sihamoni. 

On Monday, the govern- 
ment took the final steps to 
prepare a _ nine-member 
Throne Council that is 
charged, under the Constitu- 
tion, with selecting a new 
king. In this case, its action, 
expected this week, will 


probably be a formality. 

In a series of maneuvers 
over recent days, the king 
announced his surprise res- 
ignation and secured the 
backing for his choice of the 
country’s most powerful 
man, Prime Minister Hun 
Sen, as well as the most am- 
bitious of his sons, Prince 
Norodom Ranariddh. 

His choice, Sihamoni, 51, 
has been as absent from the 
country’s affairs as his fa- 


ther has been dominant. He 
is a ballet dancer, choreog- 
rapher and _ cinematogra- 
pher who lives in France 
and until last month was 
Cambodia’s representative 
to Unesco. 

The prince is now in Bei- 
jing, where Sihanouk, 81, 
has a home and is undergo- 
ing medical treatment. The 
father says the son had to be 
persuaded to accept the 
throne. SETH MYDANS 








No Vote for Women 


The Saudi interior min- 
ister said Monday that the 
government was not likely 
to allow women to take part 
in municipal elections 
scheduled for next year, the 
first in decades. The plan to 
hold municipal elections is 
widely viewed as a re- 
sponse to popular discon- 
tent that has spawned a run 
of terrorist attacks over the 
last 17 months. (NYT) 


Setback for Sharon 


JERUSALEM — Prime 
Minister Ariel Sharon’s plan 
to withdraw Jewish settlers 
from the Gaza Strip suffered 
a symbolic setback on Mon- 
day when Parliament voted 
to reject the speech in which 
he raised the proposal. The 
vote was nonbinding, but 
demonstrated the tough op- 
position he is facing. The 
measure will be formally 
presented to Parliament on 
Oct. 25. (NYT) 


Talks on Iran Deal 


The Bush administration 
is holding talks with its Eu- 
ropean allies on a possible 
package of economic incen- 
tives for Iran, including ac- 
cess to imported nuclear 
fuel, in return for suspen- 
sion of uranium enrichment 
activities that are suspected 
to be part of a nuclear arms 
program, European and 
American diplomats said 
Monday. (NYT) 


Anthropologist Killed 


Apoena Meirelles, one of 
Brazil’s leading anthropo- 
logical experts on contacts 
with primitive Indian tribes, 
was shot on the street over 
the weekend in the Amazon 
boom town of Porto Velho. 
The police said the killing 
may have been an assassina- 
tion ordered by smuggling 
gangs. Meirelles was investi- 
gating illegal mining for dia- 
monds on reservations of the 
Cintas-Largas tribe, which 
he contacted in 1969. (NYT) 


GimesDizest 





NATIONAL 


TUESDAY, OCTOBER 12, 2004 3 





Christopher Reeve, Real-Life Superhero, Dies \\T|)N 3RIEES 


Christopher Reeve, the 
cinematic Superman who be- 
came a real-life inspiration 
through his painstaking ef- 
forts to overcome paralysis, 
died on Sunday at Northern 
Westchester Hospital in 
Mount Kisco, N.Y. He was 52 
and lived in Pound Ridge, 
N.Y. 

Reeve was being treated 
for a pressure wound, a com- 
mon complication for people 
who use wheelchairs, said 
his publicity agent, Wesley 
Combs. Constant pressure 
can reduce the blood flow to 
one spot and finally kill the 
affected tissue. 

Combs said that Reeve fell 
into a coma on Saturday. The 
wound had become severely 
infected, and the infection 
spread through his body. 

A riding accident in 1995 
had left the actor paralyzed 
from the neck down, but he 


became a powerful propo- 
nent of causes ranging from 
stem-cell research to insur- 
ance reform for catastrophic 
injuries. 

As a young unknown actor, 
Reeve starred in “Superman: 
The Movie,” a popular 1978 
picture, and then went on to 
do three sequels. Many crit- 
ics said he exhibited humor 
and sensitivity in his portray- 
al of Clark Kent as the be- 
spectacled bumbler. 

Even before “Superman,” 
Reeve, who was 6 feet 4 inch- 
es tall, looked like Su- 
perman. He performed his 
own stunts, and off-screen pi- 
loted his own plane. 

He was determined not to 
be typecast (“escape the 
cape,” he vowed) and found 
numerous other roles, in- 
cluding substantial parts on 
Broadway. But it was Reeve’s 
personal courage in dealing 


with his paralysis that tran- 
scended both his causes and 
profession, making him a 
real-life superhero in many 
minds. 

By using electrical shocks 
to stir his numb nervous 
system and tirelessly exer- 
cising, he was beginning to 
recapture use of his body. In 
September 2000 he moved an 
index finger, and the news 
startled scientists, who had 
not expected to see such 
progress so long after so se- 
vere an accident. Reeve ex- 
pected nothing less and con- 
tinued to improve. 

In February 2003 he de- 
cided to have surgery to free 
him from a respirator. But in- 
fections ultimately trumped 
technology, intensive exer- 
cise and even steely deter- 
mination. The slim luck that 
had nurtured Reeve ran out. 

DOUGLAS MARTIN 


Bush Hints at Policy Shift on Imports of Drugs 


WASHINGTON — At last 
week’s debate, President 
Bush hinted that he might al- 
low imports of prescription 
drugs from Canada this year. 
But he and his administra- 
tion have consistently taken 
a strong stance against such 
imports, citing safety con- 
cerns. 

Asked why he had blocked 
imports of inexpensive 
drugs from Canada, Bush 
said, “I haven't yet.” He said 
his administration was 
studying the issue to see if 
the government could some- 
how ensure the safety of im- 
ported drugs. 

“It may very well be here 
in December you hear me 
say I think there’s a safe way 
to do it,” Bush said. 

The Bush administration 
refused to permit drug im- 
ports in 2001 and has op- 
posed bipartisan legislation 
to allow them. 

A law adopted in October 
2000 directed the secretary 
of health and human serv- 
ices to issue rules allowing 
pharmacists and wholesal- 
ers to import drugs from 


Canada and certain other 
countries. The new Medi- 
care law includes a similar 
directive. Both are contin- 
gent on a finding that the im- 
ports would pose “no addi- 
tional risk” to public health 
and would produce “a signif- 
icant reduction” in costs to 
American consumers. 

Sen. Byron L. Dorgan, 
Democrat of North Dakota, 
the sponsor of a bill to allow 


drug imports, said: “I was 
surprised to hear the presi- 
dent say he has not been 
blocking importation. Of 
course, he has. He and his 
administration have been 
blocking it for four years.” In 
an interview, Dorgan as- 
serted that “the White House 
has been doing the bidding 
of the pharmaceutical indus- 
try on this issue.” 

ROBERT PEAR 


Bush Says Kerry Misquided on Terror 


DENVER — President 


‘Bush accused Sen. John 


Kerry on Monday of funda- 
mentally misunderstanding 
what it takes to combat ter- 
rorism, holding up as ev- 
idence Kerry's recent state- 
ment that the goal should be 
to reduce terrorism to a 
“nuisance” along the lines 
of prostitution or illegal 
gambling. 

Traveling through New 
Mexico and Colorado, Bush 
seized on comments Kerry 
made about terrorism in an 
interview featured in The 
New York Times Magazine 


on Sunday. The senator said 
that for Americans to feel 
safe again, ‘We have to get 
back to the place we were, 
where terrorists are not the 
focus of our lives, but 
they're a nuisance.” 

Bush said: “See, I couldn't 
disagree more. Our goal is 
not to reduce terror to some 
acceptable level of nui- 
sance. Our goal is to defeat 
terror by staying on the of- 
fensive, destroying terror- 
ists, and spreading freedom 
and liberty around the 
world.” 

RICHARD W. STEVENSON 








Killings on the Rise 


BOSTON — Ina city that 
prides itself on the “Boston 
miracle,” a drastic reduc- 
tion in homicides since 1990, 
a triple homicide last month 
has driven home an unset- 
tling statistic: killings have 
suddenly begun to climb. So 
far this year, there have 
been 53 homicides in Bos- 
ton, well ahead of the 39 to- 
tal for all of last year. The 
high-water mark was 152 in 
1990. (NYT) 


Call for Crackdown 
On Rural Drug Use 


NEWTON, Iowa — Sen. 
John Edwards on Monday 
called for a range of meas- 
ures to stem methamphet- 
amine abuse in rural areas, 
including increasing money 
for the police and limiting 
the sale of cold medicines 
used to process the illicit 
drug. Medicines that contain 
pseudoephedrine, including 
Sudafed, are used in mass 
quantities to process meth- 
amphetamine. Under the 
proposal, consumers would 
be limited to two standard- 
size packages per day. (NYT) 


Senate Halts Session 


The Senate came to a pre- 
election halt on Monday, ap- 
proaching the end of a Con- 
gressional session marked 
by deep partisanship with 
the fate of a major initiative 
— legislation reorganizing 
the nation’s intelligence 
services — still to be de- 
cided. (NYT) 


Lewis and Clark Park 


The Senate approved a 
bill that would establish the 
Lewis and Clark National 
Historical Park, sending the 
measure to President Bush. 
The bill would expand and 
rename Fort Clatsop Na- 
tional Memorial in Oregon 
in honor of the explorers. It 
also would add three sites 
along the lower Columbia 
River. (AP) 
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DJIA 10,081.97 A 26.77 


NASDAQ 1,928.76 A _ 8.79 


DOLLAR/YEN 109.35 W 0.07 


10-YR TREASURY 4.13% closed 


GOLD (NY) $422.50 


CRUDE OIL $53.64 A 0.33 


NIKKEI225 11,349.35 closed 





Senate Approves Corporate Tax Measure 


Bill Includes Breaks 
For Many Businesses 


WASHINGTON — After 
nearly three years of jock- 
eying by legions of business 
groups, the Senate passed a 
$137 billion corporate tax bill 
on Monday that gave some- 
thing to almost everyone. 

The 69-to-17 vote, which 
came after similarly lop- 
sided approval by the House 
last week, means that the bill 
will now be sent to President 
Bush, who has indicated he 
will sign the measure de- 
spite White House concerns 
that it is overloaded with 
special-interest provisions. 

The sprawling bill’s main 
provisions would eliminate a 


tax break for American ex- 
porters that was declared il- 
legal by the World Trade Or- 
ganization and replace it 
with a tax reduction of about 
10 percent for companies 
that manufacture goods in 
the United States. 

But the 633-page bill that 
finally emerged from Con- 
gress includes hundreds of 
other business tax breaks, 
which are supposed to be 
paid for by shutting down 
certain kinds of tax shelters 
and imposing new customs 
duties. 

The numerous new pro- 
visions include more than 
$20 billion in reductions over 
the next 10 years on foreign 
profits of multinational cor- 
porations. It would also pro- 


vide a huge one-time wind- 
fall to technology companies 
like Oracle and Hewlett- 
Packard and pharmaceutical 
giants like Eli Lilly, allowing 
them to bring hundreds of 
billions of dollars in untaxed 
foreign profits back into the 
United States at about one- 
seventh of the normal tax 
rate. Other provisions would 
benefit oil companies, movie 
studios, cruise ship operators 
and dozens of other groups. 
Technically, the new law is 
projected to be revenue-neu- 
tral for the Treasury because 
it pays for the new tax breaks 
by closing down many tax 
shelters, eliminating some 
tax preferences and increas- 
ing customs fees on imports. 
EDMUND L. ANDREWS 


2 Mavericks in Economics Are Awarded Nobel 


An American and a Nor- 
wegian economist were 
awarded the Nobel in eco- 
nomic science on Monday 
for their efforts to dem- 
onstrate that innovative 
technologies and_ shocks, 
like a sharp increase in oil 
prices, play a much greater 
role in causing booms and 
recessions than fluctuations 
in demand. 

The $1.3 million Nobel Me- 
morial Prize in Economic 
Science went to Edward C. 
Prescott, 63, and Finn E. 
Kydland, 60, for two papers 
they wrote between 1977 and 
1982. Their findings contra- 
dicted Keynesian theory, 


which held that changes in 
demand, particularly con- 
sumer demand, played the 
greatest role in business cy- 
cles. The Prescott-Kydland 
papers “transformed  ac- 
ademic research in econom- 
ics” and also transformed 
policy making, the Royal 
Swedish Academy of Sci- 
ences said in its citation. 
Their first paper, which 
appeared when both were at 
Carnegie Mellon University 
in Pittsburgh, argued in ef- 
fect that government offi- 
cials should adhere to rules 
rather than resort to short- 
term policy shifts when cir- 
cumstances change. If hold- 


ing down inflation is the 
Federal Reserve's goal, for 
example, then the Fed 
should refrain from sharp 
cuts in interest rates during 
hard times. Better to resist 
changes in policy and suffer 
through some hardship if 
minimizing inflation makes 
people better off in the long 
run, their thesis maintained. 

The two economists de- 
veloped their second paper 
in the summer of 1980. Out of 
that collaboration came the 
view that supply shocks or 
new technology produce 


booms and_ busts, not 
changes in demand. 
LOUIS UCHITELLE 


Buoyed by a Fish Story, DreamWorks Planning IPO. 


LOS ANGELES — Buoyed 
by the success of the animat- 
ed film “Shark Tale,” execu- 
tives for DreamWorks Ani- 
mation will begin meeting 
with investors this week in a 
bid to sell shares to the pub- 
lic, three people involved in 
the offering said. 

Jeffrey Katzenberg, the 
animation unit’s chief execu- 
tive who is responsible for 
the huge hits “Shrek” and 


“Shrek 2,” is expected to 
leave as early as Tuesday on 
a roadshow for the compa- 
ny’s initial public offering, 
with the hope of selling 
shares by late October or 
early November, the people 
involved said. 

The share sale is expected 
to be the biggest initial of- 
fering in the entertainment 
business since MGM went 
public seven years ago with 


an $180 million initial public 
offering. DreamWorks SKG 
executives expect to raise as 
much as $650 million in the 
sale. 

The offering would allow 
the company’s founders — 
Steven Spielberg, David 
Geffen and Katzenberg — 
and its original backers to re- 
coup some of their $1.1 bil- 
lion investment. 

LAURA M. HOLSON 


FTSE 100 4,685.50 WV 13.40 
N.Y.S.E. Most Active Issues 
Vol. (100s) Last Chg. 
Lucent 295644 3.44 +0.05 
Merck 240544 30.74 +0.39 
Calpine 199240 264 -0.22 
Pfizer 189401 30.31 +0.51 
Texinst 111658 21.89 -0.16 
Corning 108857 10.58 +0.33 
MicronT 95695 11.90 -0.11 
HomeDp 87466 40.07 +1.05 
GenElec 85516 34.00 +0.26 
Citigrp 77570 44.86 +0.30 
Nasdaq Actives 
Vol. (1008) Bid Chg. 
SiriusS 1044981 3.52 -0.18 
Intel 491842 20.61 +0.06 
Microsoft 440705 28.06 +0.07 
ApidMatl 299323 16.29 +0.08 
Oracle 255468 12.20 +0.03 
Cisco 228483 18.98 +0.20 
SunMicro 183336 4.22 +0.06 
lsonics 140025 244 +0.74 
Peoplesoft 132002 21.83 -0.12 
Yahoos 125625 34.02 -—0.15 
Amex Actives 
Vol.(100s) Last Chg. 
Nasd100Tr 503802 35.75 +0.14 
SemiHTr 230552 30.68 +0.09 
SPDR 194000 112.97 +0.46 
OilISVHT 49598 81.98 -—2.30 
iShRs2000 38983 115.14 +0.54 
DJIA Diam 35259 101.14 +0.44 
WheatRg 24342 3.25 -0.02 
SPEngy 24210 35.88 -0.31 
iShJapan 22009 10.03 +0.07 
BemaGold 19289 3.09 -0.09 
Foreign Exchange 
Fgn. currency Dollars in 
in dollars fgn.currency 
Mon. Fri. Mon. Fri. 
Australia .7331 .7355 1.3641 1.3596 
Bahrain 2.6525 2.6525 .3770 .3770 


Brazil .3527 .3526 2.8350 2.8360 
Britain 1.7966 1.7931 .5566 .5577 
Canada .7971 .7987 1.2546 1.2520 
Denmark .1665 .1662 6.0047 6.0173 
Dominican .0323 .0352 31.00 28.40 
Egypt -1604 .1604 6.2352 6.2352 
Europe 1.2379 1.2418 .8078 .8053 


Hong Kong .1284 .1285 7.7910 7.7824 
Japan .009145.009139 109.35 109.42 
Mexico .088992.08893611.237011.2440 
Norway .1506 .1489 6.6400 6.7162 
Singapore .5952 .5953 1.6800 1.6799 
SlovakRep .0310 .0307 32.28 32.60 
So. Africa .1531 .1534 6.5325 6.5206 
So. Korea .000873.00087 11146.001 147.91 
Sweden .1368 .1370 7.3123 7.2988 
Switzerind .7985 .8004 1.2523 1.2494 


Brazil's Output Surges 


Industrial production in 
Brazil rose in August for the 
twelfth consecutive month, 
climbing a stronger-than-ex- 
pected 13.1 percent from a 
year ago, the government 
said. Industrial production 
is being fueled by booming 
exports. (NYT) 
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Selling Prescription Drugs to the Consumer 


When Emily Martin was 
hospitalized for emergency 
gallbladder surgery last 
summer, her doctors found 
that she had also had acid re- 
flux, causing erosion of her 
esophagus. 

“My stomach was very un- 
settled,” said Martin, a 26- 
year-old mother in Oradell, 
N.J. So she asked her doctor 
for Nexium, the “purple pill” 
that is the nation’s most 
widely advertised prescrip- 
tion drug. “I saw the commer- 
cial and they showed people 
talking about immediate and 
miracle relief,” she said. 

It has worked, without side 
effects, said Martin, who 
pays only a $30 monthly in- 
surance co-payment for 
Nexium, which can cost $200 
a month or more. 

Patients like Fleming are 
why the pharmaceutical 
company AstraZeneca spent 
nearly $260 million on televi- 


sion and other mass-media 
advertising aimed at Nexium 
users last year. 

Approved by the Food and 
Drug Administration in 2001 
as a treatment for severe 
acid reflux disease, Nexium 
is now so commonly pre- 
scribed for heartburn and in- 
digestion symptoms that it 
has become one of the na- 
tion's best-selling drugs, with 
U.S. sales last-year of $3.1 bil- 
lion — even though many 
medical experts say that for 
most patients, cheaper over- 
the-counter heartburn reme- 
dies may work just as well. 

The issue of drug advertis- 
ing directly aimed at consum- 
ers was thrust into the news 
recently when Merck with- 
drew its arthritis painkiller 
Vioxx from the market, citing 
studies indicating a risk of 
heart attacks or strokes. Crit- 
ics noted the role that adver- 
tising and marketing had 


played in the drug's being 
widely prescribed to patients 
who might do just as well 
with ibuprofen or other inex- 
pensive over-the-counter 
remedies. 

In the seven years since the 
F.D.A. lifted longstanding 
strictures against such ads, 
prescription drug advertis- 
ing has grown into a $3.8 bil- 
lion-a-year business. 

Dr. David A. Kessler, who 
was the F.D.A. commissioner 
from late 1990 through 1996 
and left before the agency re- 
laxed the advertising rules, 
said that consumer-directed 
drug advertising “works best 
if the benefits of use out- 
weigh the risks of overuse.” 

But too many of the cam- 
paigns aimed at consumers 
are “about increasing use, 
which is about increasing 
sales,” said Kessler. 

STUART ELLIOTT 
and NAT IVES 


Higher Fuel Costs Starting to Hit Consumers 


For Ruby Ferguson, a wait- 
ress who lives in eastern 
Ohio, rising energy costs are 
finally starting to force some 
tough choices. 


She no longer goes out to — 


dinner in Canton as much as 
before, partly because of the 
expense of driving some 25 
miles from her home in Mun- 
roe Falls. 

Two weeks ago, Ferguson, 
who makes between $250 and 
$300 a week serving tables at 
the Fairlawn Hilton in Ak- 
ron, stopped her husband 
from turning on the heat at 
home at night. 


“We need our gas prices to 
come down,” she said. “We 
need to keep the heat on and 
be comfortable. It’s a big 
deal; it interferes with peo- 
ple’s lives.” 

As the price of energy re- 
sumes its upward march, the 
additional expense of gaso- 
line and the looming cost of 
higher heating bills this win- 
ter are hitting ordinary 
Americans in their pocket- 
books, slowing consumer 
spending on other goods and 
services. And they are look- 
ing for somebody to blame. 

Energy costs first started 


Group to Ask for Airline Backup Plan 


A group representing cor- 
porate business travelers is 
expected to ask Congress on 
Tuesday to draft plans in the 
event that several major air- 
lines liquidate. 

The Business Travel Co- 
alition said in a statement 
that the country must be pre- 
pared for a “catastrophic 
failure” of the industry and 
urged lawmakers to autho- 
rize the National Academy of 


Sciences to develop policies 
that could be put in place 
should the industry reach 
such a crisis point. 

Without action now, the 
federal government could be 
overwhelmed by the de- 
mands of airlines, their 
unions, investors, airports 
and others affected by the in- 
dustry’s crisis, said the 
group. 

MICHELINE MAYNARD 


squeezing households in the 
spring, when gas prices pas- 
sed $2 a gallon, holding down 
spending in June. Now, with 
the recent rise in oil prices 
beginning to push fuel costs 
up again, spending growth is 
flattening out once more. 

Oil hit another record Mon- 
day, rising 33 cents, to close 
at $53.64 a barrel on the New 
York Mercantile Exchange. 

More expensive energy is 
also beginning to take a toll 
on Americans’ sense of well- 
being, suggesting that some 
of that frustration may spill 
over into the political arena 
in November. Last month, 
one in 10 respondents to the 
University of Michigan’s most 
recent consumer confidence 
survey said they were con- 
cerned about high energy 
prices, according to Richard 
Curtin, the director of the 
survey. This was below the 
roughly 14 percent who men- 
tioned the issue when gaso- 
line prices first flared up in 
late spring, but far above the 
1 or 2 percent that worried 
about gas prices in January. 

EDUARDO PORTER 


BUSINESS BRIEFS 


SunTrust Restatement 


SunTrust Banks said Mon- 
day that it would restate re- 
sults for the first and second 
quarters of this year be- 
cause it mistakenly inflated 
its reserve for loan losses. 
After the restatement, net 
income will be increased by 
$17.4 million, or 7 cents a 
share, for the first quarter. 
Income for the second quar- 
ter will be increased by $4.8 
million, or 1 cent a share. 

(Bloomberg) 








Singapore Economy 
Cooled in 3rd Quarter 


SINGAPORE — Singa- 
pore’s economy slowed un- 
expectedly in the third quar- 
ter, according to preliminary 
government estimates, as it 
eased out of a yearlong 
sprint of recovery from last 
year’s deadly outbreak of se- 
vere acute respiratory syn- 
drome. 

After posting double-digit 
growth rates for four consec- 
utive quarters, Singapore's 
gross domestic product 
slowed to a 7.7 percent pace 
from 12.5 percent in the sec- 
ond quarter, the minister of 
trade and industry said on 
Monday. (NYT) 


Retailer Cuts Forecast 


The British retail company 
J Sainsbury said it expected 
profit in the recently com- 
pleted half-year to fall near- 
ly two-thirds from last year 
as it lost market share. The 
company confirmed fears of 
weaker-than-expected earn- 
ings in its first half as it pre- 
pared for next week's sched- 
uled second-quarter trading 
update. ' (Reuters) 


Qantas in Venture 


Qantas Airways Ltd., the 
biggest airline in Australia, 
is in the final stage of negoti- 
ations to form an Asian car- 
go joint venture based in 
Bangkok, according to Qan- 
tas. Qantas is in talks to ac- 
quire a 49 percent stake in 
Thai Air Cargo. (Bloomberg) 
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God Has 4,000 Loudspeakers; the State Holds Its Ears 


CAIRO — Given the ca- 
cophony that afflicts any 
Cairo street — the braying 
donkeys, the constant honk- 
ing of horns — it might seem 
a particularly daunting task 
to single out just one noise 
to prosecute as the most of- 
fensive. 

But the minister of reli- 
gious endowments recently 
did that, more or less, mak- 
ing a somewhat unlikely de- 
cision in these times when 
many Muslim faithful be- 
lieve that their religion is 
under assault. 

The call to prayer, the 
minister declared, is out of 
control: too loud, too gra- 
ting, utterly lacking in uni- 
form timing, and hence in 


dire need of reform. The so- 
lution, the evidently fear- 
less minister decided, is to ° 
centralize it. 

The minister, Mahmoud 
Hamdi Zaqzouq, announced 
that one official call to pray- 
er would be broadcast live 
from one central Cairo 
mosque five times a day, and 
that it would be carried si- 
multaneously by the 4,000- 
plus mosques and prayer 
halls across the capital. 

From the ensuing brouha- 
ha — the outraged head- 
lines, the scathing editori- 
als, the heated debates — 
one might gain the impres- 
sion that Zaqzougq was lead- 
ing an assault against Islam 
itself. ““Minarets Weep,” in- 


CROSSWORD Edited By Will Shortz 


toned one banner headline. 
Not everyone ridiculed the 
idea, though. Secular Cai- 
renes endorsed it as a possi- 
ble means toward greater 
control over all of the tiny 
storefront mosques that 
have multiplied in the last 
decade. Any street might 
house half a dozen mosques 
and prayer halls, each com- 
peting with the others in vol- 
ume and staggering the tim- 
ing of their call slightly in an 
effort to stand out. 
Particularly at dawn pray- 
ers, some mosques blast not 
just the roughly dozen sen- 
tences of the call itself, but 
all of the Koranic verses 
and prayers intoned by the 
local imam. When three dif- 
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ferent mosques do the same 
thing, the announcements 
can drag on for 45 minutes, 
keeping the entire neigh- 
borhood awake. 

“Every day I receive bitter 
complaints from people 
about the loudspeakers, but 
when I ask them to register 
official complaints, they say 
they fear others will accuse 
them of being infidels,” the 
minister said. 

Opponents, meanwhile, 
express outrage at the idea 
of someone tampering with 
the tradition of each 
mosque having its own 
muezzin. The most serious 
charge against Zaqzouq is 
that centralizing the call to 
prayer would amount to 
“bida,” an innovation bor- 
dering on heresy. 

But Zaqzoug said: ‘‘The 
real bida is the loudspeaker. 
Islam did just fine without 
loudspeakers for 1,350 
years.” Any mosque where 
the muezzin wants to climb 
up into the minaret and sing 
out the call to prayer with- 
out electronic amplification 
will be exempt from the 
centralized system, he 
promised. 

NEIL MacFARQUHAR 
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Red Sox Tackling Ghosts With a New Spirit §? (R15 BRIEFS 


Eighty-six years after the 
Boston Red Sox last won the 
World Series, and 51 weeks 
after the Yankees spoiled 
their last best chance, the 
long-frustrated franchise is 
again facing its rivals and its 
ghosts. 

Boston's attempt to exor- 
cise every baseball demon 
from Babe Ruth to Aaron 
Boone starts on Tuesday 
night in the American 
League Championship Se- 
ries at Yankee Stadium, the 
setting where the Red Sox 
have incurred so many of 
their most excruciating de- 
feats, and the place that 
serves as the ultimate re- 
minder of Boston’s eternal 
shortcomings. Where else, 
how else, could baseball's 
most compelling drama un- 
fold? 

The confrontation pits one 


team that has become in- 
creasingly known for its ram- 
bunctiousness and another 
that is recognized for its po- 
lish. Anyone who stepped 
foot in the Red Sox’ club- 
house on Monday would have 
seen players wearing ripped 
T-shirts with slogans like 
“Why Not Us,” and heard a 
symphony of animal sounds 
coming from various players. 

Trot Nixon acted as the 
hyena, Kevin Millar the owl, 
Doug Mirabelli the parrot. 
Together, they formed Bos- 
ton’s own exhibit for the 
nearby Bronx Zoo. Mean- 
while, the Yankees spoke in 
quiet tones about their strat- 
egy for the series. 

Still, if the raucous Red 
Sox were to win their first 
World Series since 1918, but 
did not have to beat the Yan- 
kees in the process, there is a 


sense in New England that 
the championship would be 
lacking something. Winning 
the World Series means ev- 
erything to the Yankees. Win- 
ning the World Series and 
eliminating the Yankees 
means everything to the Red 
Sox faithful. Almost as im- 
portant as celebrating the ti- 
tle is simultaneously pre- 
venting the Yankees from 
reaching it. 

“If we do advance to the 
World Series and win, it’s a 
better story that we went 
through New York,” Boston 
center fielder Johnny Da- 
mon said Monday as he and 
his teammates held a work- 
out at Yankee Stadium. “We 
needed to get back here. This 
is where a lot of hearts were 
broken, and we're in a per- 
fect seat to stop the hurting.” 

LEE JENKINS 


With Beltran’s Bat, Astros Finally Break Through 


ATLANTA When the 
Houston Astros were fading 
from the National League 
Central Division race in July, 
their general manager, Gerry 
Hunsicker, took calls from 
contenders who were look- 
ing to cherry-pick the Hous- 
ton roster. 

Hunsicker fired his man- 
ager, but he did not wave a 
white flag. He kept the Astros 
together, including the star 
outfielder Carlos Beltran, 
and on Monday night the de- 


ries in its 42-year history. 
Beltran was 4 for 5 with two 
home runs and five runs bat- 
ted in to lead Houston to a 12- 
3 victory over the Atlanta 
Braves in Game 5 of their di- 
vision series before a sellout 
crowd at Turner Field. By 
taking the series, three 
games to two, the Astros, a 
wild-card entry in the play- 
offs, will meet their Central 
Division rivals, the Cardi- 
nals, in the N.L. Champion- 
ship Series, which opens in 


Beltran had nine R.B.I. in 
the series, which broke the 
N.L. division series record of 
eight set in 1999 by Ken Cam- 
initi, a former Astros third 
baseman who died Sunday of 
a heart attack. 

The Astros had failed to 
win any postseason series in 
seven previous attempts. 

For the Braves, who have 
won 13 straight division titles 
in the regular season, it was 
the third straight postseason 
in which they lost a decisive 








Ken Caminiti, 41, Dies; 
Former Baseball M.V.P. 


Ken Caminiti, the National 
League’s most valuable play- 
er in 1996 but an admitted 
steroid user in his playing 
days and a cocaine user in 
recent years, died Sunday in 
the Bronx. He was 41. 

Caminiti’s agent and law- 
yer, Rick Licht, said in an in- 
terview that Caminiti had 
collapsed while visiting a 
friend and died at Lincoln 
Memorial Hospital. Licht 
said a doctor there told him 
that Caminiti had hada 
heart attack. (NYT) 


Henin-Hardenne Out 


Justine Henin-Hardenne, 
a former top-ranked player, 
ended her season Monday 
because of continued prob- 
lems with an energy-sapping 
virus. The blood disorder 
has weakened her since 
April, although she won the 
singles gold medal at the 
Olympics. (AP) 


Titans Pummel Packers 


GREEN BAY, Wis. — Steve 
McNair returned Monday 
night after missing Tenness- 
ee’s last game with injuries, 
and threw two touchdown 
passes to lead the Titans 
past the Green Bay Packers 
48-27. The Packers had six 
turnovers, including three 





cision bore fruit as Houston St. Louis on Wednesday Game 5ofadivisionseriesat interceptions by Brett Fav- 
won its first postseason se- night. Turner Field. RAYGLIER re. (AP) 
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Afghanistan Votes 


For the first time in Afghanistan’s 
long history, ordinary people had a 
chance to vote for their nation’s leader 
on Saturday, and neither threats of ter- 
rorist disruptions nor cynicism about 
alleged behind-the-scenes deal-making 
could keep them away. 

This is a country where day-to-day se- 
curity is so lacking in most areas that in- 
ternational aid agencies operate at 
their own peril, President Hamid Kar- 
zai rarely dared to campaign outside his 
capital, and many voters were exposed 
to intimidation attempts by local war- 
lords. Yet millions of men and women 
throughout the country bravely turned 
out to affirm their faith in a democratic 
future. Their courage deserves to be vin- 
dicated by parliamentary elections, 
which have been repeatedly postponed 
and are now planned for next year. 

The pacing of the Afghan elections 
has been to some degree a matter more 
of political convenience for the Bush 
administration than of what’s best for 
Afghan democracy. But the intermis- 
sion will give the new president — 
widely presumed to be Karzai, Wash- 
ington’s favored candidate — time to 
correct the technical and organization- 


al problems that tarnished, but did not 
disable, Saturday’s balloting. These in- 
cluded poor controls over the distribu- 
tion of voter registration cards and a 
breakdown in the indelible-ink system 
meant to be the main safeguard to keep 
people from voting more than once. 

Karzai’s 15 challengers initially 
called for the vote to be nullified. Now 
several, including the most prominent, 
have sensibly changed their minds, set- 
tling instead for promises of an investi- 
gation by an independent panel ap- 
pointed by the United Nations. Given 
the level of public support shown for 
this election, continuing to challenge 
the results would have been risky. 

The sight of those patient Afghans 
lined up to vote on Saturday is another 
reminder that Afghanistan deserves 
more help than it has gotten to rebuild 
after the devastations of war and the 
Taliban. It needs the full concentration 
of the United Nations and the United 
States to help it take the additional dif- 
ficult steps needed to make sure that 
the brave hopes expressed on Saturday 
can be fulfilled and the long-term fu- 
ture of constitutional government as- 
sured. 


The Menace From Avian Flu 


The threat posed by avian influenza 
appears to be rising, yet global and na- 
tional health programs are preparing 
only fitfully. A lethal form of avian flu 
has rooted itself deeply into the poultry 
flocks of poor Asian countries that will 
have a hard time eradicating it. Every 
so often a sick bird infects a human, 
who usually dies from the encounter, 
and on rare occasions the virus seems 
to have spread from one person to an- 
other before the chain of infection dies 
out. All it would take to set off a raging 
global pandemic would be for the virus 
to mutate into a form that is readily 
transmissible among humans. 

The result, according to conservative 
estimates cited by the World Health Or- 
ganization, could be some 2 million to 7 
million deaths. Alarmists think that the 
toll could be higher — they point to the 
Spanish flu of 1918 and 1919, which 
killed anywhere from 20 million to 100 
million people, depending on which re- 
ports you believe. This year some 40 

. people in Thailand and Vietnam have 
contracted avian flu, a relatively mod- 
est number, but 70 percent of them have 
died, an alarming fatality rate. Clearly 
the nations of the world ought to work 


much harder and faster to minimize the 
risk. 

The epidemic in poultry in Asia has 
been described as a “crisis of global im- 
portance” by the United Nations. Japan 
and South Korea caught their outbreaks 
early and eradicated the virus, and 
Hong Kong, which suffered three out- 
breaks in recent years, has largely mas- 
tered the problem. But Thailand, Viet- 
nam, China, Cambodia, Indonesia and 
Malaysia have not done so well. In rural 
areas, poultry are allowed to range 
freely, which makes protecting the birds 
from infection virtually impossible. 

Experts acknowledge that the com- 
plete eradication of the virus from its 
foothold in Asia may not be achievable 
any time soon. They are hoping to man- 
age the problem instead. They want 
more vigorous surveillance to spot and 
eliminate infected flocks, the wise use 
of poultry vaccines, the extensive cull- 
ing of infected animals, and biosecurity 
measures to keep workers and equip- 
ment from spreading the virus. All that 
would take money and expertise. It is by 
no means clear that the afflicted na- 
tions and international organizations 
are supplying sufficient resources. 


DAVID BROOKS 





Contlicting Visions 


On Sunday I went for a walk in the 
country and gazed at a wide-open val- 
ley without a single building in sight. 
Then I drove home to my little patch 
of Blue America, with the traffic get- 
ting progressively worse, and the pop- 
ulation densities getting higher. I was 
struck again by how powerfully the 
physical landscape influences our 
view of politics and the world. 

We're used to this in the realm of do- 
mestic politics. Politicians from the 
more sparsely populated South and 
West are more likely, at least in the po- 
litical and economic realms, to cham- 
pion the Goldwateresque virtues: free- 
dom, self-sufficiency, individualism. 


Politicians from the cities are likely to’ 


champion the Ted Kennedyesque vir- 
tues: social justice, tolerance, inter- 
dependence. 

Neither group lives up to its ideals 
with perfect consistency, but this is 
what both groups say. 

I wonder whether this tension also 
explains the argument we're now hav- 
ing about foreign affairs. 

In the current issue of The Weekly 
Standard, Adam Wolfson argues that 
the foreign policy debate between 
George Bush and John Kerry is really 
a conflict between two values: free- 
dom and internationalism. 

That's a clarifying insight. When 
Bush talks about the world he hopes to 
create, he talks first about spreading 
freedom. What he’s really talking 
about is a decentralized world. Indi- 
viduals would be free to live as they 
chose, in their own nations, carving 
out their own destinies. 

When Kerry talks about the world he 
hopes to create, he talks first about al- 
liances and multilateral cooperation. 
He’s really talking about a crowded 
world. People from different nations 
would gather to work out differences 
and manage problems. 

Seen in these terms, this election is 
not just a conflict of two men, but isa 
comprehensive conflict of visions. 
Both these visions have been bloodied 
of late. Still, they do address the cen- 
tral issue confronting us: How do we 
conceive of an international order in 
the post-9/11 world? Bush, the conser- 
vative, conceives of a flexible, organic, 
spontaneous order. Kerry, the liberal, 
conceives of a more rationalist, 
planned and managed order. 

This debate could go on for a while 
since both sides represent legitimate 
points of view. 


WEDNESDAY 
OCTOBER 13, 2004 


Midnight in New York 


FROM THE PAGES OF &he New dork Gimes 


CimesDigest 





Bi eL& Satellite 


SE 


TEAMtalk SatNews 








Eight pages © 2004 The New York Times 


Visit The Times on the Web: www.nytimes.com 





Tax Bill Gave Business More and More tightening race 


WASHINGTON — _ Sen. 
Charles E. Grassley needed 
every possible vote to pass 
his mammoth corporate tax 
bill. So he was more than 
willing to accept Zell Miller's 
plea on behalf of imported 
ceiling fans. 

Sen. Miller, the Georgia 
Democrat, was determined 
to help Home Depot, based 
in Atlanta. And Home Depot, 
which sells about half of all 
ceiling fans in the United 
States, wanted an end to the 
tariff on imported fans, most 
of them from China. 

On Monday, everybody in- 
volved was a winner. The 
Senate gave final approval to 
Grassley’s bill, which would 
shower $137 billion in tax 
breaks into every corner of 
industry. While the bill's pri- 
mary purpose is to bolster 
American manufacturers, it 
will also help Chinese ceil- 
ing-fan companies by elimi- 
nating $44 million in tariffs 
over the next two years. 

The Home Depot provision 


is just one example of how 
the need to solve a narrow 
tax problem in 2002 gave 
birth to the biggest free-for- 
all in corporate lobbying in 
nearly 20 years. 

The initial impetus was to 
replace a $5 billion tax break 
for U.S. exporters that the 
World Trade Organization 
had ruled was illegal. It end- 
ed this week with a 633-page 
behemoth that offers new tax 
giveaways to everyone from 
corporate titans like Boeing 
and Hewlett-Packard to mall 
developers, wine  distrib- 
utors and restaurants. Many 
companies, like General 
Electric and Dell Computer, 
are likely to end up with far 
more tax relief under the 
new bill than they had ever 
received from the old tax 
break. Some, like ExxonMo- 
bil, never qualified for the 
old tax break at all but will 
enjoy tax savings now. 

“It was a perfect storm for 


pork, in that they added all 


these provisions that were 


really important to lawmak- 
ers in an election year,” said 
Keith Ashdown, vice presi- 
dent of Taxpayers for Com- 
mon Sense, a nonpartisan 
public-interest group in 
Washington. “It will take 
days, if not months, to figure 
out everything that’s in 
here.” 

Lawmakers pressed hard 
to win approval for pet tax 
breaks that had been lying 
around for years but reject- 
ed on previous occasions. 
Among the items that made it 
into the final bill were a $9 
million tax reduction on 
bows and arrows; $27 million 
in tax breaks on gambling in- 
come of foreigners at Amer- 
ican horse-racing and dog- 
racing tracks; and $11 mil- 
lion in reduced excise taxes 
on fishing tackle boxes, a 
longtime pet project of J. 
Dennis Hastert, the House 
speaker, whose district in- 
cludes a big producer of 
tackle boxes. 

EDMUND L. ANDREWS 


2 Rivals’ Domestic Plans Have Big Price Tags 


WASHINGTON — On the 
campaign trail, President 
Bush and Sen. John Kerry 
like to highlight elements of 
their ambitious domestic 
agendas. But in the last pres- 
idential debate they are un- 
likely to dwell on the cost of 


their own proposals, which ° 


budget analysts and tax ex- 
perts put at roughly $1.3 tril- 
lion each over 10 years. 

An analysis of the candi- 
dates’ proposals by the Con- 
cord Coalition, a group that 
advocates deficit reduction, 
shows that Bush would cut 
taxes by $1.2 trillion, while 
Kerry’s tax proposals would 
reduce projected revenues 
by $498 billion. 

New spending proposed by 
Kerry would total $771 bil- 
lion in the next decade, 
dwarfing the $82 billion that 


Bush has proposed. 

The government had a 
record deficit of $375 billion 
in fiscal year 2003, and the 
Congressional Budget Office 
estimates a deficit of $415 bil- 
lion for the 2004 fiscal year, 
which ended 12 days ago. 

The Concord group esti- 
mates that Kerry’s proposal 
to repeal “tax cuts for the 
wealthiest Americans” 
would raise $278 billion in 
revenue in 10 years, while 
his proposal to modify the es- 
tate tax, now scheduled to be 
phased out, would generate 
$8 billion. 

The coalition said tax cuts 
proposed by Kerry would 
more than _ offset the 
projected increase in reve- 
nue from raising taxes on 
wealthy individuals. Those 
cuts would total $784 billion 


over 10 years: $508 billion to 


extend “middle class tax 
cuts” enacted in recent 
years, $177 billion of tax 


credits for health care, $71 
billion of tax credits to help 
college students, $16 billion 
for energy and environmen- 
tal initiatives and $12 billion 
to encourage the hiring of 
new workers, especially in 
manufacturing jobs. The 
health tax credits are intend- 
ed to help small businesses, 
laid-off workers and early re- 
tirees buy health insurance. 
Bush has also proposed tax 
cuts for buying health insur- 
ance, including coverage for 
long-term care. The most ex- 
pensive item in his platform, 
at $1 trillion over 10 years, is 
his call to extend tax cuts en- 
acted in 2001 and 2003. 
ROBERT PEAR 


increases stakes 
of final debate 


WASHINGTON — Presi- 
dent Bush and Sen. John 
Kerry meet in their final de- 
bate on Wednesday night af- 
ter two encounters that polls 
suggest weakened Bush and 
fortified Kerry, leaving some 
Republicans concerned that 
the final 20 days of the con- 
test would be more competi- 
tive than they had expected. 

Republicans said _ they 
were uneasy as Bush returns 
to a format — 90 minutes of 
questions from one modera- 
tor — that has seemed to play 
to the strength of Kerry, a for- 
mer prosecutor. 

Republicans are also con- 
cerned that the debate, in 
Tempe, Ariz., is the only one 
devoted to domestic policy, 
and polls show Kerry has an 
edge on many of those issues. 

“By any objective measure 
— if Republicans are going 
to be intellectually honest 
with ourselves — prior to the 
first debate, we were pretty 
comfortable,” said Tony Fab- 
rizio, a Republican pollster. 
“It was a chance for the pres- 
ident to lay him out and just 
lock it. In the past two weeks, 
that’s been turned on its 
head.” 

Bush’s aides, expressing 
confidence, pointed to polls 
finding that voters were un- 
comfortable with the idea of 
Kerry as a wartime presi- 
dent, as well as some show- 
ing Bush with a slight edge. 

Still, some Democrats ar- 
gued this contest was compa- 
rable to the election of 1980, 
when President Carter saw 
his standing fall after two de- 
bates in which Ronald Rea- 
gan was viewed as winning 
the debate simply by exceed- 
ing the low expectations Car- 
ter had set for him. 

ADAM NAGOURNEY 
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Allawi Presses Effort to Bring Back Baathists 


BAGHDAD, Iraq — Seek- 
ing to speed the return of 
senior officials of the former 
ruling Baath Party into the 
government, Prime Minister 
Ayad Allawi has tried to dis- 
mantle a powerful independ- 
ent commission that was es- 
tablished after the U.S. inva- 
sion to keep such people 
from power. 

It is the most aggressive 
move yet by Allawi, a former 
Baathist who fell out of favor 
with Saddam Hussein, to 
bring former ranking party 
members into his fold. Alla- 
wi says the readmissions will 
dampen an the insurgency by 
co-opting disenfranchised 
Sunni Muslim Baathists. The 
expertise of high officials 
from the old Iraqi security 
forces is also urgently need- 
ed to help combat the guer- 
rillas, he contends. 

With general elections 
scheduled for January, Alla- 
wi and U.S. officials are 


scrambling for ways to bring 
reluctant Sunnis into the po- 
litical process. 

Allawi’s push reflects, in 
part, his long power struggle 
with Ahmad Chalabi, the for- 
mer exile who is chairman of 
the commission and favors a 
purging of senior Baathists. 
But it is also part of a deeper 
battle for the soul of the 
Iraqi government and will 
determine who holds some of 
the highest offices. 

Allawi's efforts to limit the 
purging process could widen 
the divide between the coun- 
try’s majority Shiite Muslim 
population and the Sunni mi- 
nority, which ruled the re- 
gion for centuries. 

Because most of the top 
Baathists were Sunnis, Alla- 
wi's moves have already 
drawn sharp opposition from 
Shiite political leaders, 
though he is himself a Shiite. 
Jawad al-Maliki, deputy 
head of the Dawa Islamic 


Party, one of the most power- 
ful Shiite parties, said Alla- 
wi's orders were “outside the 
law” and that the commis- 
sion had every right to “re- 
move all trace of the Baath- 
ists.” 

Recent arrests of Iraqi se- 
curity officials by the Amer- 
ican military point to an- 
other danger: former Baath- 
ists who are readmitted to 
the government without 
enough precautions can aid 
the insurgency from within. 

There are also concerns 
that former Baathists may be 
unwilling to stand too 
strongly against insurgents. 
In May, the marines handed 
control of Falluja over to an 
ad-hoc militia, the Falluja 
Brigade, commanded by 
Hussein-era military officers 
and senior Baathists, but it 
quickly withered under pres- 
sure from the insurgency. 

EDWARD WONG 
and ERIK ECKHOLM 


9 Die in Japan in Suicides Tied to the Internet 


TOKYO — Nine people 
were found dead on Tuesday 
in two rented cars with the 
windows sealed and char- 
coal burners at their feet in 
pacts that the police said 
were facilitated by Internet 
suicide sites. 

The police said that in the 
first car, a minivan, they 
found seven bodies, includ- 
ing teenagers and a woman, 
33, who had left a note for her 
children. Parked on a moun- 
tain road in a Tokyo suburb, 


the van had been wrapped in 
plastic sheets with the win- 
dows taped closed. The 
woman’s body was in the 
driver's seat, and there were 
three bodies on each of the 
bench seats. All were be- 
lieved to have died of carbon 
monoxide poisoning. 

The group may have come 
together through a suicide 
message board on the In- 
ternet, Japanese news media 
quoted the police as saying. 
Some Web sites sell kits of- 


fering “painless” suicide. 

At almost the same time on 
Tuesday morning, outside a 
temple in Yokusuka, the po- 
lice found a car containing 
the bodies of two women, 
ages 21 and 27. They appar- 
ently had also asphyxiated 
themselves by burning char- 
coal in two stoves in the car. 
The police said that the two 
lived about 25 miles apart 
and had also apparently met 
through the Internet. 

JAMES BROOKE 


A Bosnian Serb Leader Faces War-Crimes Trial 


LJUBLJANA, Slovenia — 
The former chief of security 
for the Bosnian Serb Army 
appeared at the internation- 
al war-crimes tribunal on 
Tuesday after Serbia hand- 
ed him over, somewhat eas- 
ing the country’s tense rela- 
tions with the European 
Union and United States. 

The defendant, Ljubisa 
Beara, a former colonel, is 
one of 16 suspects the court 
says has been sheltered by 


Serbia. He has been charged 
in the killing of more than 
7,000 Muslim men and boys 
in Srebrenica in July 1995. 
On Saturday, Serbia flew 
him to The Hague to face the 
tribunal. 

The indictment against 
Beara accuses him of over- 
seeing the beheading of 
from 80 to 100 men and boys 
near Srebrenica. The engi- 
neering unit under his com- 
mand is also accused of over- 


seeing the digging of mass 
graves and _ flood-lighting 
areas so firing squads could 
execute their victims at 
night. 

Although Beara is not the 
most important of the 
suspects sought by the tribu- 
nal, his transfer to The 
Hague was seen by diplo- 
mats in Belgrade as an es- 
sential first step to improv- 
ing Serbia’s international re- 
lations. NICHOLAS WOOD 


WORLD BRIEFS 


Attacks on Insurgents 


BAGHDAD, Iraq — The 
U.S. military struck insur- 
gent strongholds west of 
Baghdad on Tuesday, includ- 
ing firing missiles into the 
streets of Falluja and con- 
ducting raids alongside 
Iraqi commandos in seven 
mosques in Ramadi. The as- 
saults inflamed Sunni Mus- 
lim leaders and residents of 
the cities, who said civilians 
had been killed. One of the 
airstrikes in Falluja demol- 
ished one of Iraq’s most cel- 
ebrated kebab restaurants, 
Haji Hussein, named after 
the owner. (NYT) 








Election Complaints 


KABUL, Afghanistan — 
Fifteen of the 17 candidates 
who ran against the interim 
president, Hamid Karzai, in 
the presidential election 
met here on Tuesday to pre- 
pare official complaints of 
multiple voting, ballot box 
stuffing and other irregular- 
ities. The complaints will be 
investigated by a U.N. com- 
mission. (NYT) 


Strike in Canada 


About 125,000 civil ser- 
vants across Canada went on 
strike after one of the larg- 
est unions failed to reach an 
agreement with the govern- 
ment over wage increases. 
The union, Public Service 
Alliance of Canada, rep- 
resents workers from dozens 
of federal agencies, includ- 
ing weather forecasters, 
coast guard workers, parole 
officers and some firefight- 
ers. Workers deemed essen- 
tial, like border security 
agents, are not allowed to 
strike. (NYT) 


Protection for Shark 


Parties to the Convention 
on International Trade in 
Endangered Species, meet- 
ing in Bangkok, have added 
the great white shark toa 
list of species given some 
protection under the treaty. 

(NYT) 
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Latino Workers Struggle as Jobs Head South 


EL PASO — Ernestina Mi- 
randa left Mexico for the 
United States in 1979 in the 
trunk of a car. 

She found a job sewing 
blue jeans in one of the doz- 
ens of factories here. Work 
was steady, six days a week, 
12 hours a day. She married 
and bought a trailer — with- 
out running water or elec- 
tricity — on a plot of land. 
She was awarded citizenship 
in the late-80’s. 

Now, the jobs that brought 
Miranda and thousands of 
others like her north have 
gone south, to Mexico. 

“My American dream has 
turned into a nightmare,” 
she said. Until recently, she 
had made a life on $7.50 an 
hour. Now she is a temporary 
worker in a plastic injection 
plant that moved from Michi- 
gan, earning minimum wage, 
no benefits. Her husband, 


Miguel, is unemployed. 

“I worry about the future,” 
she said, echoing the senti- 
ment of workers who find 
their jobs being shipped to 
countries where wages are a 
small fraction of theirs. 

When VF Jeanswear, the 
maker of Wrangler and Lee 
jeans, announced in Sep- 
tember that it was moving 
the last of its jeans produc- 
tion and more than 1,000 jobs 
to Mexico, it was the death of 
that industry in a town once 
known as Blue Jean Capital, 
U.S.A. 

In this election year, the 
presidential candidates de- 
bate the benefits of free 
trade mostly in swing states 
like Pennsylvania, Michigan 
and Ohio. Yet the North 
American Free Trade Agree- 
ment has affected low-wage 
Latino workers near the bor- 
der more than any other 


' work force. 


According to an analysis by 
the labor-oriented Economic 
Policy Institute, California 
lost 116,000 jobs from 1993 
through 2002 because of Naf- 
ta. The federal government 
has certified that 7,800 work- 
ers in El Paso County were 
displaced by Nafta over the 
past three years. 

Economists frequently de- 
scribe how the departure of 
low-wage jobs to other 
places leads to the creation 
of yet better jobs in the Unit- 
ed States, but not everyone 
displaced is a candidate for 
these proverbial new jobs. 
And with Texas safely in Re- 
publican hands and Califor- 
nia poised once again to vote 
Democratic, the presidential 
candidates are not rushing to 
assure these workers that 
help is on the way. 

CHARLIE LeDUFF 


Detroit Debates Plan to Finance an ‘Africa Town’ 


DETROIT — For years, city 
officials here have been 
looking for ways to encour- 
age blacks to build more 
businesses. Their latest idea 
is to create an “Africa Town” 
fund that would lend city 
money to entrepreneurs, but 
only if they are black. 

The City Council approved 
a resolution in support of the 
Africa Town fund in July and 
is expected to vote soon on 
an amended version. The 
proposal has set off an emo- 
tional debate in the city. Crit- 
ics say it discriminates 


against deserving entrepre- 
neurs from other races. May- 
or Kwame M. Kilpatrick has 
denounced it as “unconstitu- 
tional and illegal.” 

Other local African-Amer- 
icans strongly support the 
idea. One such supporter is 
Hector Phillips, the general 
manager of Steve’s Soul 
Food, a popular restaurant 
on Grand River Avenue. 

“This is a city that’s 70 or 80 
percent black, so I don’t see 
what the problem is,” Phil- 
lips said as he watched a 
customer pay for her turkey 


wings and black-eyed peas. 
“Believe me, people in this 
community want to start 
businesses. But the money's 
not there. You feel helpless. 
If this project goes through 
and a number of black busi- 
nesses crop up, that helpless- 
ness is going to fade.” 

Some of Detroit's Hispanic, 
Asian and Arab residents 
have angrily denounced the 
idea. They wonder why 
blacks cannot duplicate the 
successes of other ethnic 
groups here. 

STEPHEN KINZER 


Justices to Review Cases on Chuch-State Separation 


WASHINGTON — Barely 
four months after dodging a 
ruling on the merits of the 
words “under God” in the 
Pledge of Allegiance, the Su- 
preme Court agreed on Tues- 
day to examine another 
heavily freighted symbol of 
religion in public life: the 
Ten Commandments. 

The justices accepted ap- 
peals from two opposing low- 
er-court rulings, one that up- 
held the display of a six-foot- 


high Ten Commandments 
monument on the grounds of 
the Texas State Capitol and 
another that ordered two 
Kentucky counties to remove 
copies of the Commandments 
from courthouse walls. 

The two cases pose the 
question of whether the dis- 
play of these images on gov- 
ernment property amounts 
to an unconstitutional ‘‘es- 
tablishment” of religion. 

Along with the Ten Com- 


mandments cases, the jus- 
tices accepted a separate 
case on Tuesday on the de- 
gree to which the govern- 
ment may accommodate the 
religious needs of prison in- 
mates, as required by a re- 
cently enacted federal law. 
The three cases are poten- 
tially the most important in 
years for defining the ever- 
shifting boundary between 
church and state. 

LINDA GREENHOUSE 


NATION BRIEFS 


President Criticizes 
Kerry's Health Plan 


President Bush unleashed 
a new assault on Sen. John 
Kerry's health care pro- 
posals on Tuesday. He sug- 
gested that Kerry's plan to 
expand access to health care 
for many of the 45 million 
people who do not have in- 
surance would put health 
decisions in the hands of the 
federal bureaucracy. “It’s 
the crux of his health care 
policy, to expand the federal 
government,” Bush said. 

(NYT) 








Federal Investigation 
Of Vaccine Supplier 


The Justice Department 
has started an investigation 
of the Chiron Corp., a Cal- 
ifornia biotechnology com- 
pany whose British factory 
where flu vaccine was being 
manufactured was shut 
down last week, depriving 
the United States of nearly 
half the flu shots it was ex- 
pecting for this winter. Chi- 
ron said it had received a 
grand jury subpoena from 
the U.S. Attorney's office in 
Manhattan. (NYT) 


Eminem Video Pulled 


Responding to complaints 
from Michael Jackson's 
camp, the BET cable chan- 
nel on Tuesday removed the 
controversial video for Emi- 
nem’s new single, “Just Lose 
It,” from its broadcast mix. 
The video began running 
last Tuesday. In the final 
scene, Eminem, dressed as 
Jackson, is sitting on the 
edge of a king-size bed 
while a group of young boys 
in pajamas gleefully jump 
around behind him. (NYT) 


Peterson Trial Delay 


The judge presiding over 
the Scott Peterson murder 
trial ordered a one-week de- 
lay so that the lawyers could 
sort out undisclosed issues. 
The defense case would be- 
gin on Oct. 18. (NYT) 
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Bush Plan on Health Slow to Gain Support 


Few Employers Offer 
Savings Accounts 


President Bush has made 
health savings accounts one 
of his central campaign 
remedies for the nation’s 
health care problems, but so 
far employers and workers 
have been slow to accept the 
accounts as an alternative to 
conventional health insur- 
ance. 

People around the nation 
are now taking part in the 
annual enrollment season 
for health care plans, but 
only a_tiny fraction of em- 
ployers are offering the new 
plans. The plans let workers 
create tax-free savings ac- 
counts to use for medical 


costs, combined with lower- 
cost, high-deductible insur- 
ance to cover major medical 
care. Most employees who 
already have health benefits 
said in an insurance indus- 
try survey that they would be 
reluctant to switch even if 
they were offered one of the 
new plans. 

The UnitedHealth Group, 
for example, the nation’s 
largest health insurer, rep- 
resenting employers who 
cover more than 18 million 
workers, expects only about 
150,000 of those employees to 
choose health savings ac- 
counts for 2005. : 

The plans, which were in- 
serted without full House or 
Senate debate into last fall’s 
700-page Medicare legisla- 


tion, are meant to provide 
basic, high-deductible insur- 
ance while letting people ac- 
cumulate money tax-free to 
be spent on medical services 
or saved to pay for future 
health care needs. 

But nonpartisan health 
policy experts say the plans 
are apparently too new and 
untested to appeal to many 
employers and may simply 
not be financially feasible 
for middle-income families. 

“It's hard to imagine that a 
guy who makes $50,000 a 
year is going to have $2,000 
for him and his family to 
stick in this plan,” said Ira S. 
Loss, a health policy expert 
with Washington Analysis, a 
business consulting firm. 

MILT FREUDENHEIM 


S.E.C. Is Said to Seek Data on Papers’ Circulation 


More than half a dozen 
newspaper companies have 
received letters from the Se- 
curities and Exchange Com- 
mission seeking information 
about their circulation prac- 
tices as part of an inquiry 
prompted by disclosures of 
inflated sales at other 
chains, people involved in 
the inquiry said Tuesday. 

Among the companies that 
have received requests for 
documents from the com- 
mission over the last two 
months are Dow Jones, Gan- 
nett, Knight Ridder, 
McClatchy, The New York 
Times Co. and The Washing- 


ton Post Co., these people 
said. Representatives of 
those companies declined 
comment Tuesday, as did a 
spokesman for the S.E.C. 

One organization that did 
confirm that it had been 
contacted by the S.E.C. was 
the Audit Bureau of Circula- 
tions, which collects and 
monitors circulation data 
for newspapers and maga- 
zines. 

One person involved in the 
inquiry emphasized that 
none of the companies con- 
tacted were considered to 
have done anything wrong 
or to be a target. Instead, the 


commission was seeking, at 
least initially, to mount a 
fact-finding effort on behalf 
of investors who use circula- 
tion figures as one measure 
of the relative health of pub- 
licly held newspaper com- 
panies. Such figures are also 
used to set advertising rates. 
Confidence in the accuracy 
of those figures has been 
shaken in recent months, af- 
ter Newsday, Hoy, The Dal- 
las Morning News and The 
Chicago Sun-Times revealed 
they had overstated their 
circulations by tens of thou- 
sands of copies each day. 
JACQUES STEINBERG 


Intel's Quarterly Profit Rises Despite Inventory Glut 


SAN FRANCISCO — Intel 
Corp., the largest maker of 
semiconductors, reported on 
Tuesday that its profit for the 
third quarter rose 15 percent 
from a year earlier, though it 
continued to struggle with an 
inventory glut that has re- 
duced its profit margins. 

Intel executives said on 
Tuesday they were making 
progress toward eliminating 
the inventory problem that 
caused the company to re- 


duce its sales forecast in ear- 
ly September. The weakness, 
the company said at the time, 
was also due to lower-than- 
expected demand for both its 
microprocessor and flash 
memory products. 
“Inventories are still high- 
er than we would like and we 
will continue to improve 
them during the fourth quar- 
ter,” said Andy Bryant, In- 
tel’s chief financial officer, in 
a conference call with finan- 


cial analysts Tuesday. Bryant 
said the company cut its in- 
ventories by $43 million dur- 
ing the quarter. 

Net income for the quarter 
was $1.9 billion, or 30 cents a 
share, compared with $1.66 
billion, or 25 cents a share 
for the same quarter a year 
ago. Revenues reached $8.5 
billion for the quarter, com- 
pared with $7.8 billion in the 
quarter last year. 

LAURIE J. FLYNN 


N.Y.S.E. Most Active Issues 
Vol. (100s) Last Chg. 
Lucent 341546 3.38 -0.06 
Calpine 268807 2.51 —0.13 
Pfizer 236392 29.86 -—0.45 
ViacomB 200173 34.43 —0.03 
Merck 170422 30.85 +0.11 
EMC Cp 138786 11.91 —0.31 
Texinst 128568 21.30 -—0.59 
Corning 124023 10.34 -0.24 
StateStr 123298 41.16 -2.69 
NortelN If 123151 3.34 -0.04 
Nasdaq Actives 
Vol.(100s) Bid Chg. 
SirusS 1096458 3.75 +0.23 
Intel 654903 20.28 -0.33 
Microsoft 559182 28.03 -—0.03 
Cisco 363531 19.16 +0.18 
ApldMatl 362532 16.16 -0.13 
Oracle 349245 12.15 -0.05 
SunMicro 307000 4.07 -0.15 
lsonics 295529 2.65 +0.21 
Yahoos 271413 34.23 +0.21 
Level3 206928 3.30 +0.32 
Amex Actives 
Vol. (100s) Last Chg. 
Nasd100Tr 919467 35.72 -0.03 
SPDR 379615 112.53 -0.44 
SemiHTr 301990 30.20 -0.48 
iShRs2000 64850 114.87 -—0.27 
DJIA Diam 50809 100.99 -0.15 
SP Fnel 39691 28.91 -0.02 
GreyWolf 36001 5.04 -0.02 
iShJapan 32697 9.91 -0.12 
ProvETg 32657 9.02 -—06.52 
WheatRg 31037 3.14 —-0.11 
Foreign Exchange 
Fgn. currency Dollars in 
in dollars fgn.currency 
Tue. Mon. Tue. Mon. 
Australia .7303 .7331 1.3693 1.3641 
Bahrain 2.6525 2.6525 .3770 .3770 
Brazil .3547 .3527 2.8190 2.8350 
Britain 1.7876 1.7966 .5594 .5566 
Canada  .7956 .7971 1.2569 1.2546 
Denmark .1657 .1665 6.0365 6.0047 
Dominican .0323 .0323 31.00 31.00 
Egypt -1604 .1604 6.2352 6.2352 
Europe 1.2305 1.2379 .8127 .8078 


Hong Kong .1283 .1284 7.7919 7.7910 
Japan 00910 .00914 109.79 109.35 
Mexico  .08859 .08899 11.287 11.237 
Norway  .1504 .1506 6.6499 6.6400 
Singapore .5934 .5952 1.6852 1.6800 
SlovakRep .0309 .0310 32.35 32.28 
So. Africa .1527 .1531 6.5500 6.5325 
So. Korea .00087 .00087 1145.0 1146.0 
Sweden .1358 .1368 7.3612 7.3123 © 
Switzerind .7957 .7985 1.2568 1.2523 


German Confidence Falls 


German investor con- 
fidence dropped to the low- 
est in 16 months in October 
on concern about record oil 
prices and rising unemploy- 
ment. The index of institu- 
tional and analyst senti- 
ment fell to 31.3 from 38.4 in 
September. (Bloomberg) 
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Trinidad Becomes a Natural Gas Giant 


PORT OF SPAIN, Trinidad 
— Cranes are active here 
again, working around the 
clock to erect some of the Ca- 
ribbean’s tallest skyscrapers 
against a backdrop of colo- 
nial-era buildings. Traffic 
snarls throughout this small 
island country of 1.3 million, 
with imported luxury cars 
rubbing up against 70’s-era 
gas guzzlers left from the last 
time energy prices soared. 

But it is not only the rising 
price of crude oil that has 
produced such excitement 
and activity in Trinidad, the 
Caribbean's largest petro- 
leum producer and one of 
the few islands that is pros- 
pering these days. Instead, 
what is transforming the situ- 
ation here is another fossil 
fuel: natural gas. 

Amid a scramble to meet 
growing international ener- 
gy demands and to satisfy an 
American market where the 


price of gas has risen to 
about $7 for each thousand 
cubic feet from just $2 in 
1999, Trinidad has emerged 
as the Western Hemisphere’s 
leading supplier of liquefied 
natural gas. It has stealthily 
outpaced rivals, this year ac- 
counting for nearly 80 per- 
cent of shipments to the 
United States, up from vir- 
tually nothing five years ago. 

Trinidad’s leap to the fore- 
front in liquid natural gas 
has ignited rapid growth 
here. Economic activity in- 
creased 13 percent in 2003 
and could grow as much 
again this year. The economy 
has expanded for 10 consecu- 
tive years. 

Trinidad’s gas resources 
have fueled a web of chemi- 
cal factories, including nine 
ammonia plants, an iron and 
steel complex, and two of the 
largest methanol plants in 
the world. The conglomera- 


tion of factories, largely in 
Point Lisas, an industrial 
site and port south of Port of 
Spain, exports most of its 
production to the United 
States. 

“We've become a highly in- 
dustrialized nation, some- 
thing that was a pipe dream 
a few years ago,” said Antho- 
ny Bryan, former director of 
the Institute of International 
Relations at the University 
of the West Indies on Trini- 
dad. 

Trinidad owes much of its 
current good fortune to a 
plan conceived a decade ago 
by BP and BG, two of Brit- 
ain’s largest energy compa- 
nies, together with Repsol of 
Spain and the National Gas 
Co. of Trinidad and Tobago, 
to build the first of four large 
liquid natural gas plants. By 
1999, the venture was ready 
to start exporting gas. 

SIMON ROMERO 


Problems at Lending Unit Put Merrill on the Spot 


As banks have made in- 
roads into Wall Street, bro- 
kerage firms like Merrill 
Lynch have responded by of- 
fering loans to small and 
midsize companies. But late- 
ly at Merrill, the push into 
lending has hit a rough 
patch. 

_ For a second consecutive 
quarter, Merrill Lynch exec- 
utives found themselves dis- 
cussing an obscure part of 
the firm’s operation Tues- 
day, as analysts expressed 
concern that a bigger prob- 
lem might be brewing. Mer- 
rill said it set aside more 
money in the third quarter, 


though executives would not 
say how much, to cover po- 
tential losses from loans to 
brokerage clients. 

The firm added $60 million 
to its reserves against loan 
losses in the second quarter, 
an amount equal to about 1 
percent of the $6 billion it 
has in outstanding loans 
through its Business Finan- 
cial Services unit. 

Merrill's chief financial of- 
ficer, Ahmass Fakahany, re- 
sponded to several ques- 
tions from analysts on a con- 
ference call by saying that 


* the firm was confident that it 


now has adequate reserves 


against potential loan losses. 

Merrill officials declined 
to say exactly what had gone 
wrong with the lending busi- 
ness. 

If investors were persuad- 
ed that the problem was un- 
der control, the whole mat- 
ter could be dismissed as a 
minor event in a small seg- 
ment of Merrill’s overall op- 
eration, analysts said. After 
all, Merrill earned $920 mil- 
lion last quarter. But after 
back-to-back surprises, they 
said, they will be keeping an 
eye on the firm’s lending 
business. 

PATRICK McGEEHAN 


EC.C. Fines 169 Fox Stations in Indecency Case 


WASHINGTON — The Fed- 
eral Communications Com- 
mission said on Tuesday that 
it would fine 169 Fox televi- 
sion stations $7,000 each, ora 
total of $1.18 million, for vio- 
lating indecency rules when 
it showed a_ particularly 
graphic episode of the show 
“Married By America” last 
spring. 

The show, one of the reali- 


ty’ programs in Fox's lineup, 
features a group of single 
adults who agree to be en- 
gaged and marry, even 
though they had never pre- 
viously met. 

The commission found an 
April episode of the show vi- 
olated the indecency rules 
through a series of sexually 
suggestive and explicit 
scenes. 


The Fox broadcasting net- 
work, which owns 25 of the 
stations, issued a statement 
shortly after the commission 
decision that suggested that 
it would appeal the action. 

In the aggregate, the fine is 
the largest indecency pen- 
alty ever levied by the com- 
mission against a group of 
television stations. 

STEPHEN LABATON 


BUSINESS BRIEFS 


Johnson Profits Rise 


Profits at Johnson & John- 
son rose 13 percent in the 
third quarter on a 10.5 per- 
cent increase in worldwide 
sales, the health care com- 
pany reported Tuesday. 

Johnson & Johnson, the 
maker of contact lenses, sur- 
gical products, contracep- 
tives, and baby and skin 
care products based in New 
Brunswick, N.J., had net in- 
come of $2.34 billion, or 78 
cents a share, for the quar- 
ter, compared with $2.07 bil- 
lion, or 69 cents a share, for 
the period last year. (AP) 








E.U. to Take Germany 
To Court Over VW Law 


BRUSSELS — In an effort 
to defend the European 
Union's fledgling single mar- 
ket, the European Commis- 
sion is expected to take Ger- 
many to the European Court 
of Justice on Wednesday for 
failing to scrap a national 
law intended to protect the 
country’s most cherished in- 
dustrial asset, Volkswagen, 
from any hostile takeover. 

The Volkswagen law is the 
most glaring example of a 
European country’s protect- 
ing its industrial champion 
from foreign ownership. 


(NYT) 
DreamWorks I.P.0. 


DreamWorks Animation, 
the animation arm of 
DreamWorks, the movie stu- 
dio, set the terms Tuesday of 
its planned initial public of- 
fering at 29 million Class A 
common shares at $23 to $25 
a share, according to an 
amended filing with the Se- 
curities and Exchange Com- 
mission. The offering could 
raise more than $600 million 
for the company. (Reuters) 


India’s Output Slows 


India’s industrial output 
rose 7.9 percent in August 
but slowed from the 8.4 per- 
cent growth in July because 
a truckers’ strike disrupted. 
freight shipments. (NYT) 
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Gehry to Design Performance Center at Ground Zero 


Frank Gehry, admired for 
his voluptuous buildings of 
undulating titanium and 
steel, is to be the architect 
of a new performing arts 
center at ground zero, his 
first major cultural project 
in Manhattan, the devel- 
opment corporation in 
charge of rebuilding the 
site said Tuesday. 

The selection of Gehry for 
the arts center — which is 
to include the Joyce Thea- 
ter and the Signature Thea- 
ter — brings to Lower Man- 
hattan a celebrity architect 
who has been notably ab- 
sent from perhaps the most 
closely watched architec- 
tural site in the world. 

A Norwegian firm, Sno- 


hetta, whose most pro- 
minent building is a library 
in Alexandria, Egypt, was 
chosen for the other major 
cultural building at the 
World Trade Center site. 
That structure is to house 
the International Freedom 
Center, which will focus on 
human rights, and the 
Drawing Center, which will 
exhibit historical and con- 
temporary drawings. 

Gehry said that designing 
a building for dance and 
theater was what attracted 
him to the project, and that 
he had no interest in de- 
signing any of the commer- 
cial space on the site. Nor 
did he enter the competi- 
tion for the memorial to 
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6s Shot from a tee 
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shoes and 
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and Claire 
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those who died when the 
World Trade Center was de- 
stroyed. 

Still, Gehry said, he has 
always had grand ideas for 
ground zero. “I thought they 
should build a five- to six- 
acre covered space with 
gardens,” he said. “It could 
be used by the Philharmon- 
ic, by theater — a cultural 
park that had the ability to 
be quiet and contemplative 
and to be used for public 
events.” 

While the performing arts 
center is considerably more 
modest — 250,000 to 300,000 
square feet — Gehry said 
he was excited about its po- 
tential. “It’s a complicated 


' project because it is a small 
aeee Be 
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me 
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ingredients competitor 
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holiday song wrap 
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footprint that is vertical,” 

he said. “You will have to 

put theater on top of thea- 
ter.” 

Gehry and Snohetta— a 
relatively young firm 
named for a Norwegian 
mountain peak — are to 
submit their schematic de- 
signs in February. 

At the performing arts 
center, the Joyce Inter- 
national Center for Dance 
will be a 900- to 1,000-seat 
theater. The Signature 
Theater Center plans a 
three-theater complex. 

Although he was raised in 
Canada, Gehry said his fa- 
ther was born in Hell's 
Kitchen in New York. Look- 
ing out over ground zero, 
Gehry said the emotional 
impact of the site over- 
whelmed him. 

Craig Dykers, a partner at 
Snohetta, said its project 
would be a challenge in 
that it is the only building 
directly located on the me- 
morial itself. ‘It should be 


a building that is open and 
clear and has a relation- 
ship to the memorial that is 
respectful, but is also live- 
ly,” he said. 

ROBIN POGREBIN 
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It’s Not Perfect, but Yankees 


They have leaned on him 
for almost a decade, asking 
him hundreds of times to 
save them. But it had never 
been quite like this, never so 
wrenching for Mariano Ri- 
vera, rarely so important for 
the Yankees. 

The game was spinning 
away from them. The Boston 
Red Sox were spilling from 
their dugout, revived by Da- 
vid Ortiz’s two-out two-run 
triple in the eighth inning, 
poised to steal the first game 
of the American League 
Championship Series on 
Tuesday night. The Yankees 
had scored the first eight 
runs, and now Boston had 
scored the next seven. The 
tying run was 90 feet away. 

And then came Rivera, the 
extraordinary closer who 
had not arrived at Yankee 
Stadium until the second in- 


ning. He had spent most of 
the day in Panama, singing 
and praying and crying at a 
funeral for two of his wife’s 
relatives killed in an electri- 
cal accident around the pool 
of his home there on Sat- 
urday. 

Rivera reached the mound 
and took the ball. Derek 
Jeter, the captain, draped his 
right arm over Rivera’s left 
shoulder. Jorge Posada, the 
catcher, patted him vigor- 
ously on the chest. After his 
warm-ups, Rivera fired two 
balls, high, to Kevin Millar. 
Then he induced a soft pop- 
up, to Jeter, and the inning 
was over. 

Rivera was saving the Yan- 
kees, again. An inning later, 
after Bernie Williams's two- 
run double, the Yankees had 
a 10-7 victory and an early 
edge in the best-of-seven 


Will Take It 


A.L.CS. 

It was not supposed to be 
that close, not with the way 
the starters pitched. Boston’s 
Curt Schilling, who had 
planned to tape his ailing 
right ankle and numb it with 
an anesthetic, gave up six 
runs in three innings. The 
Yankees’ Mike Mussina took 
a perfect game into the sev- 
enth. 

But Mussina, who missed a 
perfect game by one strike at 
Fenway Park in 2001, al- 
lowed a one-out double to 
Mark Bellhorn, sparking a 
five-run rally. 

Tom Gordon started the 
eighth, and Bill Mueller led 
off with an infield single. 
With two out, Manny Ramirez 
blooped a single to left. Ortiz 
came up as the tying run, and 
he blasted a 3-1 pitch to cen- 
ter field. TYLER KEPNER 


Hockey Owner Is Criticized for Comments on Lockout 


The day before the regular 
season was supposed to 
open, the National Hockey 
League rebuked a team offi- 
cial Tuesday for his com- 
ments about the league's 
strategy in its labor lockout, 
its second in a decade. 

Seven season openers were 
scheduled for Wednesday 
night, including the Stanley 
Cup champion Tampa Bay 
Lightning playing at home 
against the Philadelphia Fly- 
ers. But instead, almost half 


al leagues, with North Amer- 
ican minor league teams or 
on barnstorming tours begin- 
ning this week in Canada. 

Management and _ the 
N.H.L. Players’ Association 
have not negotiated for more 
than a month. 

In an interview published 
Sunday in The Boston Her- 
ald, Steve Belkin, a part-own- 
er of the Atlanta Thrashers, 
said: “If we reach an impasse 
and it goes on for a year, we 
will attempt to bring in other 


But if that’s the only alterna- 
tive, say, a year from now, 
we'll probably proceed with 
doing that, and,then hope- 
fully start building up the 
caliber of the players over a 
period of time.” 

A statement issued 
Tuesday by Frank Brown, the 
N.HLL. vice president for me- 
dia relations, said, “In addi- 
tion to being inappropriate 
and irresponsible, Mr. 
Belkin’s comments also were 
factually inaccurate and do 


SPORTS BRIEFS 


Mets to Start Network 


The Mets loved the idea of 
the Yankees’ YES Network 
so much that they will start 
their own regional sports 
channel in 2006. 

The Mets announced Tues- 
day that their partners will 
be Time Warner and Com- 
cast, the country’s largest ca- 
ble operators, which will 
guarantee the fledgling net- 
work distribution to 3.1 mil- 
lion cable households in the 
metropolitan area. 

The deal was set in motion 
last June when the Mets 
made an early escape from 
their deal with Cablevision’s 
MSG Network and Fox 
Sports New York. 








(NYT) 


Reds Release Larkin 


Barry Larkin’s 19-year ca- 
reer with his hometown 
team, the Cincinnati Reds, 
ended Tuesday with the 
team informing him they 
were releasing him. The 
Reds will replace Larkin, a 
40-year-old shortstop and 
the team captain, with two 
unproven youngsters. (AP) 


U.S. Near Qualifying 


A victory over Panama in 
a World Cup qualifying 
match in Washington 
Wednesday night would give 
the United States a berth in 
the final round of qualifying 





of the N.H.L.’s players are ei- players. That’s not good for notreflectthe current views” for the 2006 World Cup in 
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The Economy Unspun Hunted Humans 


Both sides in this campaign have en- 
gaged in the usual debate about how 
much the president can do about the 
economy, apart from taking credit in 
good times and denying responsibility 
in bad times. There is truth to the no- 
tion that presidents cannot repeal eco- 
nomic cycles, and that President Bush 
was not to blame for the recession in 
2001, from March to November. 

But that’s about as far as it goes. With 
the recession long over, Bush’s other ex- 
cuses for a recovery that is not pro- 
ducing enough jobs — the Enron scan- 
dal, the 9/11 terrorist attacks, his own 
war in Iraq — are unconvincing. The 
latest dismal job numbers clearly show 
that this administration’s policies have 
failed to foster a flourishing economy. 
Worse, the president has failed to make 
midcourse corrections even as the job 
market has stalled. 

Of all the economic indicators, the 
jobs record of the Bush years presents 
the most disturbing evidence that the 
forces currently at work in the economy 
are not merely cyclical. Economic dis- 
tortions of historic dimensions have de- 
veloped. and can be traced in part to 
specific decisions. There is scant hope 
of a significant reversal without new 
policies. 

It is now a certainty that Bush will be 
the first president since Herbert Hoo- 
ver in 1932 to go into an election with a 


net decline in jobs over a single term. 
And there’s more: during the Bush 
years, take-home pay, as a share of the 
economy, has fallen to its lowest level 
since 1929, when the government start- 
ed keeping records. Corporate profits 
have grown faster — and wages and sal- 
aries far less — than in all other eight 
recoveries since World War II. 

True to its belief that tax cuts will 
eventually prove to be a cure-all, the 
administration has not only offered no 
meaningful relief to struggling Amer- 
icans, but Bush signed another tax cut 
two weeks ago and is expected to signa 
deeply misguided corporate tax cut 
soon. Federal unemployment benefits 
expired at the end of 2003 and since 
then, three million people have ex- 
hausted their state benefits. Mean- 
while, both the long-term unemployed, 
and those numbers as a share of the to- 
tal unemployed population, increased 
in September. The administration has 
balked at raising the minimum wage, 
now at its lowest level since 1949, rel- 
ative to the average wage. And the La- 
bor Department has effectively thwart- 
ed the 2002 law that was to have helped 

ricans who lose their manufactur- 
ing fobs to outsourcing. 

The truth is, policies matter. Presi- 
dents matter. And this president has not 
done the right things for American 
workers. 


Juveniles and the Death Penalty 


Other than the United States, the only 
countries believed to have executed 
juvenile offenders since 1990, accord- 
ing to Amnesty International, are Chi- 
na, the Democratic Republic of Congo, 
Iran, Nigeria, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia 
and Yemen. The Supreme Court should 
remove this country from that infamous 
company. 

The court will hear arguments on 
Wednesday over a 2003 Missouri Su- 
preme Court decision.that said execut- 
ing a person who had committed a mur- 
der when he was 17 would violate the 
Eighth Amendment's _ prohibition 
against cruel and unusual punishment. 
The Missouri court was nudging the law 
in a good direction. The U.S. Supreme 
Court ruled in 1989, voting 5 to 4, that it 
was constitutional to execute people 
who were 17 at the time of their crimes. 
But the Missouri court concluded that 
the 1989 ruling no longer reflected the 
nation’s thinking. 

When the Supreme Court considers 


an Eighth Amendment challenge, it 
looks to “evolving standards of decen- 
cy” — and there has been a steady 
movement nationally away from the 
juvenile death penalty. In the 15 years 
since the Supreme Court last consid- 
ered this question, a significant num- 
ber of states, including Kansas, Mon- 
tana, Wyoming, South Dakota and New 
York have prohibited the execution of 
juvenile offenders. In 30 states and the 
District of Columbia, there now is ei- 
ther no death penalty, or the death pen- 
alty applies only to people who were 18 
or older at the time of their crimes. 
Even in those states where juvenile of- 
fenders can be executed, it is ex- 
tremely rare. 

When it considers this case, the court 
should give weight to the growing scien- 
tific literature that says young people's 
brains are still developing in important 
ways before the age of 18, and to the 
nearly unanimous international opin- 
ion on this issue. 


FARAWIYA, Sudan — Hawa Moussa 
Abdullah was lucky enough to survive 
the first round of murder here in Dar- 
fur, but all the international outrage at 
Sudan's genocide isn’t helping her 
much. She and her four children are 
still having to live like hunted beasts. 

She is one of more than 500,000 vic- 
tims of the Darfur genocide who are 
beyond the reach of international aid. 
The inability to reach victims is one 
reason the United Nations describes 
Darfur as the worst humanitarian cri- 
sis in the world today. 

So Hawa and her children gather 
wild seeds to eat, and they huddle un- 
der trees at night. They live in con- 
stant terror that the Sudanese Army or 
the militia it financed, the Janjaweed, 
will find them and kill them all. 

The Army and the Janjaweed at- 
tacked her village early this year. The 
thatched huts were burned, and vil- 
lage wells were filled with rubble or 
corpses. Hawa's husband disappeared 
and presumably was killed. 

Hawa was heavily pregnant and 
could not make the journey to Chad, a 
four-day trip by camel. 

“It’s like we're being hunted,” said a 
woman from the village of Karakil, 60- 
year-old Kultuma Muhammad. “We're 
still staying outside, because of fear.” 

The Sudanese government refuses to 
give me a visa so I came here on my 
own, sneaking across the border into 
Darfur from neighboring Chad. The 
area is desolate and throbs with malev- 
olence, with villages burned and aban- 
doned and survivors hiding from the 
Janjaweed and the Sudanese Army. 

It’s progress that the world has de- 
nounced the genocide without waiting 
the customary 10 years before wring- 
ing its hands in regret. But there are 
many other steps the United States 
could take: a no-flight zone, an arms 
embargo, an asset freeze on business- 
es owned by Sudan’s ruling party, and 
greater teamwork with African and Is- 
lamic countries to exert more pres- 
sure on Sudan. 

President Bush is already in the fore- 
front of the world leaders who have ad- 
dressed the slaughter in Darfur, and he 
has done far more than President Clin- 
ton did during the Rwandan genocide. 
But there is so much more the United 
States can still do. 

Mr. President, you pride yourself on 
your willingness to stand up to evil — 
so why do you remain so passive in the 
face of such evil? 


FRIDAY 
OCTOBER 15, 2004 


Midnight in New York 


Eight pages © 2004 The New York Times 


FROM THE PAGES OF &he New Hork Eimes 


EimesDigest 





BUILD Satellite 





4 


TEAMtalk SatNews 





Visit The Times on the Web: www.nytimes.com 





New York Sues Big Insurance Broker 2 bombers kill 


Eliot Spitzer, the New York 
state attorney general, ac- 
cused the world’s largest in- 
surance broker on Thursday 
of cheating customers by rig- 
ging prices and _ steering 
business to insurers in ex- 
change for millions of dol- 
lars in kickbacks. 

The lawsuit brought by 
Spitzer against the broker, 
Marsh Inc., a unit of Marsh & 
McLennan Cos., contends 
that Marsh conducted sham 
bidding to mislead the 
customer into thinking that it 
was getting the best price for 
the coverage it needed. The 
lawsuit cites several exam- 
ples of customers, including 
Fortune Brands, which sells 
Titleist golf balls and Jim 
Beam spirits, and the school 
district of Greenville, S.C., 
that were misled that way. 

In addition to the lawsuit, 
two executives of the Amer- 
ican International Group, 
one of the world’s largest in- 
surance companies, pleaded 
guilty to criminal charges of 


rigging bids with Marsh. 

Spitzer suggested that he 
had also come across indica- 
tions of wrongdoing in the 
sale of many kinds of person- 
al insurance. 

The lawsuit names Amer- 
ican International, or A.LG., 
and three other insurers — 
the Hartford, a unit of Hart- 
ford Financial Services; Ace 
Ltd., based in Bermuda; and 
Munich American Risk Part- 
ners, a unit of Munich Re — 
as participants in the bid rig- 
ging and steering. 

The investigation has 
opened a rare window into a 
huge business of corporate 
middlemen. The role of in- 
surance brokers is to get the 
proper insurance coverage 
at the best possible price for 
clients. They-:receive com- 
missions from the clients for 
arranging the coverage. 

But decades ago, the bro- 
kers also began collecting 
fees from the other side of 
the deal, from the insurers. 
Those fees were for steering 


a certain volume of business 
to an insurer or for arranging 
a particularly profitable 
form of coverage. Marsh 
reaped $800 million from 
these fees in 2003, the law- 
suit says. 

The investigation threat- 
ens to embroil a remarkable 
family dynasty. Jeffrey 
Greenberg, 53, is chief execu- 
tive of Marsh, while his 
brother Evan, 49, is chief ex- 
ecutive of Ace. . 

Over several decades, the 
patriarch of the family, Mau- 
rice R. Greenberg, has con- 
verted A.I.G. from a small, in- 
ternationally oriented insur- 
ance company to one of the 
wealthiest and most power- 
ful in the world. He had 
dreamed that he would even- 
tually be succeéded by one 
of his sons. 

Jeffrey and Evan left A.L.G. 
to strike out on their own af- 
ter Greenberg, who is now 79 
years old, showed no sign of 
intending to retire. 

JOSEPH B. TREASTER 


Nader Emerges as the Threat Democrats Feared 


WASHINGTON — Ralph 
Nader is emerging as just the 
threat _ that Democrats 
feared, with the potential to 
tip the balance in up to nine 
states where President Bush 
and Sen. John Kerry are run- 
ning neck and neck. 

Nader will be on the ballot 
in more than 30 states, de- 
spite an effort by Democrats 
to derail his independent 
candidacy, as well as his be- 
ing struck off the Pennsylva- 
nia ballot on Wednesday. 

Polls show that he could 
draw support from Kerry in 
Colorado, Florida, Iowa, 
Maine, Minnesota, Nevada, 
New Hampshire, New Mexi- 
co and Wisconsin. 

Six of those states — Colo- 
rado, Maine, Minnesota, New 
Hampshire, New Mexico and 
Wisconsin — were among 


Nader's top 20 states in 2000. 
If the vote for Bush and Ker- 
ry is as evenly divided as the 
polls suggest, the electoral 
votes in any one of those 
states could determine who 
becomes president. 

Nader said this week that 


‘he thought Kerry would not 


make a_ good president. 
“He’s not his own man,” Na- 
der said. ‘Because he takes 
the liberals for granted, he’s 
allowing Bush to pull him in 
his direction. It doesn’t show 
much for his character.” 
That is a change from May, 
when Nader met Kerry and 
afterward praised him as 
“very presidential.” Kerry 
did not ask him to withdraw 
then, but now the party is ina 
full-throated plea, with its 
chairman, Terry McAuliffe, 
saying on Thursday that Na- 


der should “end the cha- 
rade” of a campaign being 
kept afloat by ‘corporate 
backers.” 

Although Nader's support 
is negligible in much of the 
country, even a tiny Nader 
vote could make a differ- 
ence. Nader won 1.6 percent 
of the vote in Florida in 2000. 
That accounted for 97,488 
votes, and Bush beat Al Gore 
there by 537. 

In 2000, Nader won 2.7 per- 
cent of the vote nationally. 
Pollsters say that this year, 
his national support has 
dwindled to 1.5 percent. 

In some states it is higher. 
The average of the latest 
polls in Iowa shows Nader 
with 4 percent. The average 
of polls in Minnesota shows 
2.7 percent for Nader. 

KATHARINE Q. SEELYE 


in guarded area 
of iraq's capital 


BAGHDAD, Iraq — Insur- 
gents penetrated the heavily 
guarded governmental com- 
pound in Baghdad on Thurs- 
day, setting off a pair of 
bombs within minutes of 
each other in the Green Zone 
and killing 5 people, includ- 
ing at least 3 Americans, and 
wounding 20 others. 

Witnesses said at least one 
of the explosions had been 
set off by a suicide bomber, 
and a senior Iraqi official 
said “initial information” in- 
dicated that both were sui- 
cide attacks. 

Officials had no immediate 
explanation for how the 
bombs had been smuggled 
inside the area, which is 
sealed off by razor wire, 
blast walls and checkpoints. 

The attack, which struck a 
cafeteria called the Green 
Zone Cafe and a shopping ba- 
zaar called Vendors’ Alley, 
appeared to be the first time 
that insurgents had smug- 
gled and detonated bombs 
inside the area, which 
houses senior officials in the 
Iraqi government as well as 
the U.S. Embassy. Insurgents 
fire mortar shells-and rock- 
ets into the Green Zone al- 
most daily, but the shells 
rarely kill or wound. 

USS. officials and an Iraqi 
witness said that two men, 
each carrying a backpack, 
walked into the cafe, or- 
dered tea and sat down, 
where they chatted with 
each other for half an hour. 
After a time, one of the two 
men left the cafe, and about 
five minutes later the first 
bomb went off at the nearby 
Vendors’ Alley. The man who 
stayed behind in the cafe, 
still seated at his table, set 
off his bomb a few minutes 
later. DEXTER FILKINS 
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Successful Test of Vaccine Against Malaria 


For the first time, re- 
searchers say, a vaccine 
against malaria has shown 
that it can save children from 
infection or death. 

The vaccine, tested on 
thousands of children in Mo- 
zambique, was hardly per- 
fect: It protected them from 
catching the disease only 
about 30 percent of the time 
and prevented it from be- 
coming life-threatening 
about 58 percent of the time. 

But because malaria kills 
more than a million people a 
year, 700,000 of them chil- 
dren, even partial protection 
would be a public health vic- 
tory. The disease, caused by 
a parasite carried by mos- 
quitoes, is found in 90 coun- 
tries, and drug-resistant 
strains are spreading. 

Dr. Melinda Moree, direc- 
tor of the Malaria Vaccine 


Initiative, which is under- 
writing tests on 15 experi- 
mental vaccines with money 
from the Bill and Melinda 
Gates Foundation, said the 
GlaxoSmithKline — product 
tried in Mozambique was 
now its leading candidate 
and had proved that the con- 
cept worked. 

“We'd all like to see the 
numbers be higher, abso- 
lutely,’” Moree said. ‘But 
these are still very signifi- 
cant findings.” 

The results — to be pub- 
lished Saturday in the Brit- 
ish medical journal The Lan- 
cet — were comparable to or 
better than other methods of 
preventing infection in Af- 
rican villages, like distrib- 
uting mosquito nets and in- 
secticides, she said. 

In rural Africa, people can 
be infected several times a 


year. Children who survive to 
adulthood become immune. 
Newborns inherit some pro- 
tection from their mothers, 
but it wears off in a few 
months. Young children are 
the hardest hit, and many 
who survive, are brain-dam- 
aged. 

Malaria is spreading — 
possibly, some experts say, 
because global warming has 
encouraged the spread of 
mosquitoes. More people die 
of the disease today than did 
30 years ago. 

A malaria vaccine, one of 
the holy grails of tropical 
medicine, has proved elu- 
sive. Until the Gates founda- 
tion arrived, work on vac- 
cines for tropical diseases 
had languished for decades 
because they make little 
profit for drug companies. 

DONALD G. McNEIL Jr. 


Sharon to Pull Back Forces in Northern Gaza 


JERUSALEM — Prime 
Minister Ariel Sharon has 
agreed to scale back Israel's 
two-week-old military offen- 
sive in the northern Gaza 
Strip, which has claimed 
about 100 Palestinian lives 
and reduced but not ended 
the rocket fire it was meant 
to stop, Israeli news media 
reported Thursday night. 

Sharon also made known 
his intention to begin the 
withdrawal of settlers from 
Gaza by this summer, news 
reports said. 

Sharon made the decision 
to largely end the military 


action at a late-night meet- 
ing with Defense Minister 
Shaul Mofaz, army radio and 
two Israeli newspaper Web 
sites reported. Most or all of 
the troops are to pull back 
from the Jabaliya refugee 
camp and nearby Palestin- 
ian towns, but at least some 
of the forces could remain in 
northern Gaza and could 
carry out another incursion 
if the Palestinian rocket fire 
increased, the reports said. 
In violence Thursday, the 
Israeli military killed five 
Palestinians in airstrikes in 
Gaza, Palestinian hospital 


officials and witnesses said. 
Two of those killed were 
militants who were planting 
a bomb in the Jabaliya 
camp, military people and 
Palestinians in the camp 
said. 

In the southern Gaza town 
of Rafah, an airstrike killed 
two militants from Hamas 
and a 70-year-old civilian, 
identified as Ismail al-Sa- 
walhah, the military and 
Palestinian residents said. 

Residents said the Israeli 
forces also damaged or de- 
stroyed about 20 houses in 
Rafah. GREG MYRE 


U.S. Tries to Calm Foreign Visitors on Fingerprinting 


WASHINGTON — USS. offi- 
cials began an overseas me- 
dia campaign on Thursday 
aimed at dispelling anxieties 
about a new security pro- 
gram that requires foreign 
travelers to be fingerprinted 
and photographed when they 
enter the United States. 

An ad in Le Monde said: 
“The flight to America takes 
about eight hours. Only a few 
extra seconds will make your 
trip safer.” 

Similar advertising is run- 


ning in major newspapers in 
England, Germany, Japan, 
Belgium and Australia, offi- 
cials said. The countries are 
among an expanded group of 
more than two dozen nations 
whose American-bound trav- 
elers are now required to un- 
dergo digital index-finger 
scans and have their photo- 
graphs taken at United 
States airports and seaports. 

The security measures 
come as part of a program in 
the Department of Home- 


land Security called US.- 
Visit, which uses biometric 
measures to identify foreign 
visitors and weed out terror- 
ist suspects. Originally, trav- 
elers from 27 “visa waiver” 
nations — whose citizens do 
not need visas for short visits 
to the United States — were 
exempted from the finger- 
print and photo require- 
ments. 
That exemption was re- 
moved last month. 
ERIC LICHTBLAU 


WORLD BRIEFS 


Pakistani Commandos 
Free Chinese Hostage 


Pakistani commandos 
stormed the hideout of Is- 
lamic militants in north- 
western Pakistan on Thurs- 
day, freeing one Chinese 
hostage and killing five of 
the kidnappers, officials 
said. Another Chinese hos- 
tage was killed, and the mili- 
tants’ reputed leader, a Paki- 
stani recently released from 
U.S. custody in Guantanamo 
Bay, Cuba, remained at 
large. The two Chinese men, 
both engineers, had been 
working on a dam project. 


(NYT) 


Big Casinos in Britain 


LONDON — Prime Min- 
ister Tony Blair’s govern- 
ment said Thursday it would 
introduce legislation to al- 
low giant casinos offering 
unlimited jackpots to set up 
across Britain. Current law 
permits small gambling 
houses that operate as pri- 
vate clubs with traditional 
table games but only a few 
slot machines. The move to 
loosen Britain's gambling 
laws has been eagerly await- 
ed by major U.S. gambling 
interests like Caesars Enter- 
tainment Inc. and MGM Mi- 
rage Inc. (AP) 








Cargo Plane Crashes 


A Boeing 747 cargo plane 
loaded with seafood and 
destined for Spain exploded 
and crashed just after take- 
off at Halifax International 
Airport in Nova Scotia on 
Thursday, killing all seven 
crew members. The plane 
was owned by MK Airlines 
of Ghana. Early reports sug- 
gested that the tail of the 
plane had broken off. (NYT) 


Call for Peacekeepers 


Somalia’s new president, 
Abdullahi Yusuf, called on 
the world to send peace- 
keepers to disarm the mili- 
tias that rule his country. Yu- 
sef pledged to reunify the 
country. (Reuters) 
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Amtrak Pays Millions for Others’ Fatal Errors 


It is no mystery why, one 
spring day two years ago, an 
Amtrak passenger train 
jumped the tracks near Cres- 
cent City, Fla. and skidded 
to a stop on its side, killing 4 
people and injuring 142. 

Investigators concluded 
that the track, owned by the 
big freight railroad CSX, had 
not been properly stabilized 
and that management's over- 
sight of maintenance had 
been lax. But when millions 
of dollars in damage claims 
arose from the crash, it was 
not CSX, a multibillion-dol- 
lar corporation, that paid 
them. It was Amtrak, the pe- 
rennial money loser that sur- 
vives only with regular infu- 
sions of cash from American 
taxpayers. 

Three months later, it hap- 
pened again. Poor track 
maintenance by CSX caused 
an Amtrak train to derail in 
Maryland, investigators said, 


injuring nearly 100 people. 
Again, Amtrak covered 
claims against CSX. 

In accident after accident, 
in derailments and grade- 
crossing collisions, CSX and 
other major freight railroads 
have used Amtrak to shield 
themselves from tens of mil- 
lions of dollars in liability, 
an examination by The New 
York Times has found. 

For three decades, Amtrak 
has been paying these liabil- 
ity claims, regardless of 
fault, as a condition for using 
the freight lines’ tracks. Not 
only do these payments shift 
the burden of paying for neg- 
ligence from profitable cor- 
porations to taxpayers, they 
remove an incentive for rail- 
roads to keep their tracks 
safe. 

There has never been a full 
accounting of these pay- 
ments. Amtrak officials 
could not say how much the 


arrangement, known as in- 
demnification, has cost the 
railroad, which needed $1.2 
billion in government sub- 
sidies this year to stay afloat. 

But an analysis by The 
Times of records obtained 
through the federal Freedom 
of Information Act found 
that Amtrak has paid more 
than $186 million since 1984 
for accidents blamed en- 
tirely or mostly on others. In 
each instance, freight rail- 
roads were accused of play- 
ing the major or a contrib- 
uting role in causing those 
accidents, which killed 53 
people and injured nearly 
1,300, according to court 
records, government investi- 
gators and lawyers for crash 
victims. 

Most of those accidents 
were not covered by Am- 
trak’s insurance, an Amtrak 
spokesman said. 

WALT BOGDANICH 


Study Finds Chemicals Sickened Gulf Veterans 


WASHINGTON — A fed- 
eral panel of medical ex- 
perts studying illnesses 
among veterans of the 1991 
war in the Persian Gulf has 
broken with several earlier 
studies and concluded that 
many suffer from neurologi- 
cal damage caused by expo- 
sure to toxic chemicals, re- 
jecting past findings that the 
ailments resulted mostly 
from wartime stress. 

Citing new research on the 
effects of exposure to low 
levels of neurotoxins, the Re- 


search Advisory Committee 
on Gulf War Veterans’ IIl- 
nesses concludes in its draft 
report that “a substantial 
proportion of Gulf War vet- 
erans are ill with multisymp- 
tom conditions not  ex- 
plained by wartime stress or 
psychiatric illness.” 

It says a growing body of re- 
search suggests that many 
veterans’ symptoms have a 
neurological cause and that 
there is a “probable link” to 
exposure to neurotoxins. 

The report says possible 


sources include sarin, a 
nerve gas, from an Iraqi 
weapons depot blown up by 
U.S. forces; a drug, pyridos- 
tigmine bromide, given to 
troops to protect against 
nerve gas; and pesticides 
used to protect soldiers. 

All the chemicals cited in 
the study belong to a group 
called acetylcholinesterase 
inhibitors, which can cause a 
range of symptoms including 
pain, fatigue, diarrhea and 
cognitive impairment. 

SCOTT SHANE 


Washington Considers Purchasing Flu Vaccine 


The government is consid- 
ering making commitments 
to buy a certain number of 
flu shots each year to help 
bolster supplies and avoid 
severe shortages like the cur- 
rent one, officials said 
Thursday. 

“It's clearly on everybody's 
front burner,” said Dr. An- 
thony S. Fauci, director of 
the National Institute of Al- 
lergy and Infectious Dis- 
eases. “How many people do 


we want to vaccinate next 
year? Let’s buy that amount.” 
Tommy G. Thompson, sec- 
retary of health and human 
services, also mentioned the 
idea, calling it a “Bioshield 
for flu.” Bioshield is a pro- 
gram that spurs companies 
to develop vaccines and 
treatments for anthrax and 
other biological weapons. 
Such commitments would 
not do much to solve the cur- 
rent problem, which has 


caused a shortage of vac- 
cines in many places. 
Government officials are 
continuing to contact compa- 
nies that make flu vaccines 
for other countries to see 
whether they have any ex- 
cess. That includes a Canadi- 
an company, ID Biomedical, 
that may have up to 1.5 mil- 
lion excess doses that might 
be made available to the 
United States. 
ANDREW POLLACK 


NATION BRIEFS 


Candidates in Vegas 


President Bush and Sen. 
John Kerry stormed back 
onto the campaign trail on 
Thursday, with both sides 
saying that the debates had 
left the race a tie. With 19 
days to go, both men flew to 
Las Vegas, where they ap- 
peared an hour and a half 
apart. “He can run from his 
record, but he can’t hide,” 
Bush said, borrowing a line 
from Joe Louis. Kerry 
quoted a taunt from another 
heavyweight champion, Mu- 
hammad Ali, saying, 
“George, is that all you've 
got?” (NYT) 








51 Million Watched 


Despite competition from 
baseball playoff games, the 
final presidential debate, 
held Wednesday in Tempe, 
Ariz., drew more than 51 
million viewers — more than 
watched any of the debates 
in 2000 or 1996. Viewership 
rose between the second de- 
bate and the third. “This is 
by far the most successful 
new television show of the 
fall season,” said Robert 
Thompson, professor of me- 
dia and popular culture at 
Syracuse University. (NYT) 


Plan for Everglades 


Gov. Jeb Bush of Florida 
on Thursday announced a 
plan to spend $1.5 billion to 
put parts of the Everglades 
restoration project on a fast 
track and increase flood- 
control options. (NYT) 


Fewer Blacks Enroll 


Fewer black students 
have enrolled at the Univer- 
sity of Michigan this fall, the 
first class to enter under a 
new affirmative action pol- 
icy allowed by the U.S. Su- 
preme Court. This year, 
about 5.8 percent of the 
freshman class is black, 
compared with about 7.4 
percent in 2003. The univer- 
sity also said applications 
from blacks fell by 28 per- 
cent. (NYT) 
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$11 billion a year, may be 
fighting for his own survival. 
On Thursday, the New York 


ance brokerage arm — is be- 
ing conducted by Spitzer. 
In a _news_ conference 


time soon. 
JOSEPH B. TREASTER 
and ERIC DASH 


E-C.C. Clears Way for Internet Access by Power Lines 


WASHINGTON — Clearing 
the way for homes and busi- 
nesses to receive high-speed 
Internet services through 
their electrical outlets, the 
Federal Communications 
Commission adopted rules 
on Tuesday that will enable 
the utility companies to offer 
an alternative to the broad- 
band communications serv- 
ices now provided by cable 
and phone companies. 

The agency's ruling is ex- 


pected to significantly in- 
crease the level of invest- 
ment and interest by the 
electric utilities, which had 
been stymied in previous at- 
tempts to offer new services 
over power lines. 

As a further spur to the 
rollout of broadband In- 
ternet services, the F.C.C. 
also ruled that the regional 
Bell companies do not have 
to give competitors access to 
fiber-optic lines that reach 


into consumers’ home — a 
decision that prompted two 
of the Bells, SBC Communi- 
cations and BellSouth, to an- 
nounce they would move 
quickly to build new fiber 
optic networks in residential 
neighborhoods. The ruling 
was criticized by the Bells’ 
rivals and consumer groups, 
which called it anticompeti- 
tive and said it would lead to 
higher prices. 

STEPHEN LABATON 
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Southwest Profits Rise 


DALLAS — Southwest 
Airlines said on Thursday 
that its third-quarter earn- 
ings rose 12.3 percent, to 
$119 million, on higher 
revenue and cost savings 
through the hedging of oil 
prices. (Reuters) 
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For Many Airline Pilots, the Thrill Is Gone 


Neil Swindells, who flies 
a United Airlines Airbus 
320 out of Chicago, re- 
members why he chucked 
his job as a financial an- 
alyst to go to flight school 
nearly 15 years ago. It was 
not just the prospect of a 
six-figure salary for flying 
maybe 80 hours a month, or 
the lure of being in charge, 
or the sheer fun of flying. It 
was, most of all, the glam- 
our, the respect that the pi- 
lot’s uniform got from pas- 
sengers and airline man- 
agement (usually, former 
pilots themselves) alike. 

When United Airlines 
hired him nearly 10 years 
ago, “I thought I’d won the 
brass ring,”’ Swindells said. 
“It was my ticket to finan- 
cial independence, to so- 
cioeconomic status, _ to 
prestige.” 

Today, that ticket feels 
like a trap. Only the lowest- 


cost airlines are hiring 
these days, and they have 
never paid as much as the 
mainstream lines like 
United. And a_ seniority 
system that bumps pilots 
down to entry-level jobs 
when they switch airlines 
makes it costly to jump 
ship among the so-called 
legacy carriers. 

Of course, the airlines 
are in a trap, too. United 
and US Airways are strug- 
gling to get out of bankrupt- 
cy; Delta is poised on the 
brink of it. Desperate to cut 
costs, they are turning to 
the pilots again and again, 
seeking ever more conces- 
sions. 

Not so long ago, even ask- 
ing for such a vote would 
have been laughable. In 
negotiations, the pilots 
called the shots. 

But today, while pilots 
still feel in command in the 


air, they increasingly are 
feeling slighted, almost im- 
potent, on the ground. Air- 
lines have extracted huge 
salary, work-rule and bene- 
fits concessions from them. 

Gone, too, is much of the 
glamour, a casualty of the 
plummeting fares that have 
made air travel available 
to the masses. 

“People used to wear 
stockings and heels; we 
loved welcoming them to 
the cockpit, and hearing 
them say, ‘Thanks, captain, 
you did a great job,’ when 
they disembarked,” said 
John A. McFadden 3d, who 
flew for United from 1967 
until March of 2000, when 
he hit the federally man- 
dated retirement age of 60. 
“Now you have to ask them 
to put shoes on, and securi- 
ty issues keep the cockpit 
door closed.” 

CLAUDIA H. DEUTSCH 


BUSINESS BRIEFS 


Northwest and Pilots 
Reach Tentative Deal 


Northwest Airlines and its 
pilots union reached tenta- 
tive agreement Thursday on 
a deal that will result in $300 
million in labor savings for 
the airline. Leaders of the 
Air Line Pilots Association, 
which represents pilots at 
Northwest, now will decide 
whether to submit the two- 
year agreement to members 
for a vote. (NYT) 








Alitalia Loss Rises 


MILAN — Alitalia, the 
troubled Italian airline, has 
restated its first-half re- 
sults, almost doubling its 
previously reported loss. 

Alitalia said that it lost 
620 million euros ($768 mil- 
lion) in the first half, 290 
million euros more than it 
first reported in July. (NYT) 
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New Fur’ Doesn't Look as if It Even Kept a Mink Warm 


VEDBAEK, Denmark — 
On catwalks, in magazines 
and along big city streets, 
fur is back. 

Zested-up in flaming col- 
ors, attached to sweaters 
and denim, stretched and 
sliced, mixed with feathers 
and chiffon, today’s fur pos- 
sesses only a passing resem- 
blance to the seriously 
grown-up coats the ladies 
wore to El Morocco ona 
winter’s eve. Today’s fashion 
designers are draping their 
models in light, unorthodox 
creations and, in so doing, 
enticing a young generation 
of fur buyers. 

Many models, celebrities 
and hip-hop artists suffer no 
pangs of conscience from 


wearing fur, to the chagrin 
of anti-fur campaigners. 
Kate Moss, Jennifer Lopez, 
Beyonc’e Knowles and Mary 
J. Blige have all been spot- 
ted wearing fur. 

“Today fur is unrecogniz- 
able,” said Frank Zilberk- 
weit, who owns Hockley 
Furs in London. “Everybody 
is coming to our door. Now 
women in their 20’s and 30's 
are coming through the 
door. English people are 
coming through the door, 
WASP-y English people.” 

In fact, fur sales jumped to 
$11.3 billion worldwide in 
2002, from $8.1 billion in 
1998, according to the Brit- 
ish Fur Trade Association, 
even though prices have 


been dropping, thanks to 
the growth of fur farming in 
Asia. 

Fur's resurgence was 
planned, in large part, ina 
Danish farmhouse on the 
outskirts of Copenhagen, 
which is home to Saga Furs, 
a marketing organization of 
Norwegian and Finnish fox 
and mink breeders. 

With fur sales slumping in 
the late 80’s and early 90’s, 
Saga Furs, set out to revive 
fur’s image by reinventing 
fur pieces and getting them 
into the right hands. It did 
so by wooing fashion design- 
ers and design students, 
2,000 in all, offering them 
sumptuous visits to the idyl- 
lic farmhouse and handing 
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them free mink and fox 
pelts to experiment with. 

Saga Furs created a lab- 
oratory for the designers. 
Designers could brainstorm 
away and Saga’s team would 
help them shape, dye, cut, 
sew, flatten or weave the fur. 

Jean Paul Gaultier and de- 
signers from Prada, Missoni 
and Versace, among others, 
have all flown to Denmark 
over the past 15 years to 
learn about fur. For them, 
fur offers a new material to 
work with, one that is soft, 
pliable and three-dimen- 
sional. 

“T think for our industry 
what Saga did was totally 
novel,” said Zilberkweit. 
“Nobody ever thought about 
attracting those sorts of peo- 
ple. Fur was in-house. We 
didn’t let outsiders in our 
business. We designed it 
ourselves, marketed our- 
selves.” 

Others are less impressed 
with Saga’s campaign. “Saga 
has managed to bribe these 
young students,” said An- 
drew Butler, campaign co- 
ordinator in Britain for Peo- 
ple for Ethical Treatment of 
Animals. 

LIZETTE ALVAREZ 
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Cardinals Rain Power on Astros Once More 


ST. LOUIS The ball 
sailed high into the heavy 
mist, the steady drizzle, the 
48-degree night, and wound 
up in the warm clutches of a 
fan seated somewhere in the 
left-field stands. 

And then, one batter later, 
it traveled basically the 
same majestic course. 

The St. Louis Cardinals 
have treaded this path since 
the beginning of the regular 
season, and they are wearing 
it out in the National League 
Championship Series. Albert 
Pujols and Scott Rolen drove 
in a combined 247 runs this 
season, the most of any duo 
in the major leagues, but 
they would surely sacrifice 
all of those R.B.I. for two that 
came in the late stages of 
Thursday night. 

With the game tied and the 
rain streaming from the sky, 


Pujols led off the eighth in- 
ning with a towering drive 
into the left-field seats, and 
Rolen powered a blast into 
the left-center-field bleach- 
ers, the first time in Cardi- 
nals’ history that they have 
notched back-to-back post- 
season home runs. The twin 
killings beat the Houston As- 
tros, 6-4, gave St. Louis a 2-0 
lead in this best-of-seven- 
game series, and victimized 
middle relief pitcher Dan 
Miceli while closer Brad 
Lidge waited in the bullpen. 

Rolen, who started the 
postseason 0 for 14, had the 
game-tying single on 
Wednesday and the go-ahead 
homer on Thursday, a two- 
run shot over the left-field 
fence. 

At Busch Stadium, it seems 
nothing can cool off the Car- 
dinals, and nothing can chill 


them out. 

In the seventh inning, 
Houston finally took advan- 
tage of a scoring chance and 
tied the game, 4-4. Since no 
one on the Astros seemed ca- 
pable of moving a runner 
from second base, Lance 
Berkman, who had doubled 
to left-center with none out, 
stole third base and Morgan 
Ensberg singled him home to 
regain some semblance of 
the momentum lost when the 
Cardinals overcame a 3-0 
Houston lead. 

The Astros failed to turn a 
key double play in the fifth to 
get out of the inning, and that 
brought up Larry Walker 
with two outs. Walker lined a 
two-run homer to right that 
rattled Houston’s starting 
pitcher, Pete Munro. He left 
with a 3-2 lead and two out. 

LEE JENKINS 


Miami Needs Dramatic Comeback to Beat Louisville 


MIAMI — Led by Brock 
Berlin and Devin Hester, 
the third-ranked Miami 
Hurricanes erased a 17- 
point deficit over the final 
20 minutes and came from 
behind twice in the fourth 
quarter to beat No. 18 Louis- 
ville, 41-38, Thursday night. 

Berlin threw three touch- 
down passes and directed 
the winning drive, a 56-yard 
march capped by Frank 
Gore’s l-yard run with 49 
seconds left. 

The touchdown capped a 


seesaw fourth quarter. Hes- 
ter scored on a 78-yard punt 
return to put Miami ahead 
34-31, but Louisville’ re- 
gained the lead when fresh- 
man backup quarterback 
Brian Brohm directed an 80- 
yard touchdown drive. 

Stefan LeFors threw three 
touchdown passes for Louis- 
ville before departing with 
an undisclosed injury in the 
fourth quarter. 

The Cardinals (4-1) had 
touted the game as perhaps 
the biggest in school history, 


and they rose to the occa- 
sion. The Hurricanes (5-0) 
narrowly averted only the 
second loss in their past 30 
games at the Orange Bowl to 
remain in the race for their 
sixth national champion- 
ship since 1983. 

Much of the credit be- 
longed to Berlin, the target 
of boos when Miami fell be- 
hind in the first half. He fin- 
ished 25-of-37 for 308 yards, 
including a completion on 
fourth-and-4 to keep the 
winning drive alive. (AP) 


SPORTS BRIEFS 


Match Play Rain Delay 


Retief Goosen, the U.S. 
Open champion, was the 
only winner on a rainy 
opening day of the World 
Match Play Championship 
Thursday at Wentworth in 
Virginia Water, England. 
He beat Jeff Maggert by a 
record score of 12 and 11. 

Because of a two-and-a- 
half-hour rain delay, seven 
of the eight matches were 
suspended by darkness with 
the players still on the 
course. 








(AP) 


Davenport Is No. 1 


Lindsay Davenport re- 
gained the No. 1 ranking for 
the first time since early 
2002 by defeating Dinara 
Safina of Russia, 6-4, 6-2, in 
the second round of the 
Kremlin Cup Thursday in 
Moscow. (AP) 


Final Year for Martin 


CONCORD, N.C. — Mark 
Martin, among the top driv- 
ers in Nascar’s elite racing 
series for more than a dec- 
ade, said Thursday that 
2005 would be his final sea- 
son in the Nextel Cup. 

Martin is the third veteran 
driver in recent weeks to an- 
nounce his exit from the 
Nextel Cup. Rusty Wallace 
said that 2005 would be his 
last year, and Terry Labonte 
will race a limited schedule 
in 2005 and 2006. (NYT) 


a 


WEATHER 


High/low temperatures for the 21 hours ended at 4 p.m. 
yesterday, Eastern time, and precipitation (in inches) for 
the 18 hours ended at 1 p.m. yesterday. Expected 


conditions for today and tomorrow. 


Weather conditions: C-clouds, F-fog, H-haze, I-ice, PC- 
partly cloudy,R-rain, S-sun, Sh-showers, Sn-snow, SS- 
snow showers, T-thunderstorms, Tr-trace, W-windy. 


U.S. CITIES 

Yesterday Today 
Atlanta 63/54 0 60/47 PC 
Albuquerque 59/35 0 72/43 S 
Boise 73/43 0 74144 S$ 
Boston 61/48 0° 63/52 Sh 
Buffalo 57/48 0.01 60/52 R 
Charlotte 68/51 0 62/51 PC 
Chicago 55/50 0 53/44 C 
Cleveland 61/48 0.39 56/50 Sh 
Dallas-Ft. Worth 68/51 0.01 80/47 PC 
Denver 67/32 0 67/40 Sh 
Detroit 62/50 0.06 57/50 Sh 


Houston 72/62 0.07 81/48 S 84/60 PC Cape Town 70/50 0 72/54 PC 64/54 C 
Kansas City 55/42 0 59/40 C 56/36 PC Dublin 49/39 0.12 55/45 Sh 57/50 R 
Los Angeles 79/59 0 78/62 PC 72/62 PC Geneva 58/54 0.01 54/43 R 52/39 C 
Miami 86/72 0 85/75 T 81/66 S Hong Kong 86/75 0 79/72 S 79/72 S 
Minn.-St. Paul 43/39 0 45/37 Sh 45/32 PC Kingston 89/82 0 93/79 T 91/79 T 
New York City 63/57 0.07 65/56 R 62/51 Sh Lima 68/62 0 68/63 PC 68/64 PC 
Orlando 82/63 0 81/68 C 80/53 S London 55/48 0.39 54/46 C 54/46 C 
Philadelphia 60/52 0.20 66/56 R 65/51 PC Madrid 64/48 0 57/45 C 63/39 PC 
Phoenix 88/72 0 94/67 S 92/67 PC Mexico City 73/57 0 72/59 R 77/59 R 
Salt Lake City 69/44 0 71/45 S 74/47 S Montreal 66/44 0 60/48 Sh 57/41 Sh 
San Francisco 80/59 0 74/56 PC 68/56 PC Nassau 87/75 Tr 88/79 PC 86/75 Sh 
Tomorrow Seattle 66/52 0 60/53 PC 57/49 Sh __s— Paris 57/46 0.39 54/46 R 55/50 C 
68/47 PC St. Louis 53/48 0.15 59/41 PC 59/44 PC Prague 44/41 Tr 50/46 C 46/42 Sh 
ie + Fe Washington 69/54 0.01 67/58 Sh 63/47 W Rio de Janeiro 87/77 Tr 82/70 R 86/70 C 
7 Rome 69/55 1.02 68/63 R 66/61 R 
61/55 PC FOREIGN CITIES Santiago 68/460 63/34 R 70/32 S 
51/46 Sh Yesterday Today Tomorrow SantoDomingo 87/59 Tr 88/73 R 90/73 PC 
67/46 S Acapulco 89/73 134 91/77 C 90/75 R Stockholm 50/33 0 54/45 C 52/46 Sh 
48/38 C Athens 71/59 0 82/64 T 84/66 PC Sydney 98/60 0 72/55 PC 64/52 PC 
52/42 W Beijing 71/43 0 73/50 S 70/54 PC Tokyo 66/59 0.02 72/55 S 70/54 C 
77/57 PC Bertin 51/37 Tr 52/45 C 54/46 C Toronto 59/48 0 60/48 R 50/41 Sh 
71/35 PC Buenos Aires 58/43 Tr 79/54 C 79/54 PC Vancouver 60/51 0 61/55 Sh 59/48 PC 
52/42 C Cairo 85/66 0 86/55 S 88/59 S Warsaw 48/31 0 46/39 C 54/46 Sh 
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Dangerous Territory 


The Sinclair Broadcasting Group, one 
of the nation’s most powerful television 
conglomerates, has a sad record of us- 
ing its public license to promote Repub- 
lican causes. Earlier this year, Sinclair 
tried to censor an installment of “Night- 
line” on its 62 stations when Ted Kop- 
pel announced plans to read out the 
names of soldiers killed in Iraq. Now 
the company, owned by financial back- 
ers of President Bush and other Repub- 
lican politicians, plans to actively join 
the re-election campaign. 

The Times and other newspapers re- 
ported this week that Sinclair, a Mary- 
land-based company that reaches near- 
ly a quarter of American households, 
would broadcast a propaganda film in 
the next two weeks that labels Sen. 
John Kerry a liar, a traitor and a “will- 
ing accomplice” of the enemy during 
the Vietnam War. 

The movie that caught Sinclair's eye, 
a diatribe called “Stolen Honor: 
Wounds That Never Heal,” rehashes 
Republican charges that are familiar to 
everyone from the latest round of ads 
attacking Kerry's antiwar activities: pri- 
marily that he lied to the Senate in 1971 


about atrocities in Vietnam and that 
his testimony and the antiwar move- 
ment in general aided the North Viet- 
namese and harmed American soldiers. 

Eighteen Democratic senators asked 
the Federal Communications Commis- 
sion to stop Sinclair from broadcasting 
the new film, but the commission was 
right to refuse. As painful as it is to de- 
fend this agency, we believe that the 
federal government cannot indulge in 
that sort of prior restraint. 

But the F.C.C. also cannot ignore Sin- 
clair’s poor record when it comes to 
meeting its obligation to act respon- 
sibly and fairly in the public interest. 
Broadcasting “Stolen Honor” within 
two weeks of the election would clearly 
violate those commitments. 

Sinclair is in dangerous territory. If 
television companies force their local 
stations to campaign blatantly, it will 
not be long before the administrations 
that have the power to grant licenses 
begin expecting such favors as a quid 
pro quo. And the public will question 
whether it can afford to allow such con- 
centrations of power in the hands of 
huge media corporations. 


A Promising Cloning Proposal 


Harvard scientists are seeking per- 
mission to conduct therapeutic cloning 
that would involve the creation and de- 
struction of early stage human embryos 
to get their stem cells for research. Al- 
though this kind of research is anath- 
ema to the Bush administration and has 
been opposed in unusually strong lan- 
guage by the president, it is vitally 
needed to improve scientific under- 
standing of some of the most daunting 
diseases that plague human beings. 

If the proposals pass muster with 
ethical and safety review boards at the 
university in the next several months, 
the research should be welcomed for 
its potential intellectual and therapeu- 
tic value. 

The research proposed at Harvard 
would take an important step beyond 
the kind of stem cell research conduct- 
ed thus far in this country. Previous re- 
search has typically involved extract- 
ing stem cells from surplus embryos 
that were created in fertility clinics 
but never implanted in women. The po- 
litical argument has focused mostly on 
how many cell lines from these surplus 
embryos should be made available to 
scientists using federal funds. 


Now Harvard researchers, using pri- 
vate funds, propose to create new stem 
cell lines derived not from existing em- 
bryos, but from embryos that would be 
created in the laboratory for the pur- 
pose of studying specific diseases. 

They hope, for example, to take skin 
cells from patients suffering from such 
diseases as diabetes, Parkinson’s, 
Alzheimer’s and sickle cell anemia 
and to use those cells to create em- 
bryos — and extract stem cells — that 
would have the same genetic makeup 
as the diseased patients. By watching 
what happened when those stem cells 
matured into the cell types afflicted 
with specific diseases, scientists could 
learn a great deal about the underlying 
causes of such diseases and how they 
progress inhuman cells. The research 
might also lead to treatments or even 
cures. 

This potentially valuable line of re- 
search is either impossible or so for- 
biddingly difficult as to be impractical 
using surplus embryos from fertility 
clinics. That is why therapeutic clon- 
ing is a critically important next step 
along the road toward stem cell treat- 
ments. 


PAUL KRUGMAN 


Block the Vote 


Earlier this week former employ- 
ees of Sproul & Associates (operating 
under the name Voters Outreach of 
America), a firm hired by the Repub- 
lican National Committee to register 
voters, told a Nevada TV station that 
their supervisors systematically tore 
up Democratic registrations. 

The accusations are backed by 
physical evidence and appear cred- 
ible. Officials have begun a criminal 
investigation into reports of similar 
actions by Sproul in Oregon. 

Republicans claim, of course, that 
they did nothing wrong — and that 
besides, Democrats do it, too. But 
there haven't been any comparably 
credible accusations against Dem- 
ocratic voter-registration organiza- 
tions. And there is a pattern of Re- 
publican efforts to disenfranchise 
Democrats, by any means possible. 

Some of these, like the actions re- 
ported in Nevada, involve dirty 
tricks. For example, in 2002 the Re- 
publican Party in New Hampshire 
hired an Idaho company to paralyze 
Democratic get-out-the-vote efforts 
by jamming the party’s phone banks. 

But many efforts involve the abuse 
of power. For example, Ohio's secre- 
tary of state, a Republican, tried to 
use an archaic rule about paper 
quality to invalidate thousands of 
new, heavily Democratic registra- 
tions. That attempt failed. 

Florida is the site of naked efforts 
to suppress Democratic votes, and 
the votes of blacks in particular. 

Florida's secretary of state recently 
ruled that voter registrations would 
be deemed incomplete if those reg- 
istering failed to check a box affirm- 
ing their citizenship, even if they had 
signed an oath saying the same thing 
elsewhere on the form. 

Whose applications get rejected? A 
Washington Post examination of re- 
jected applications in Duval County 
found three times as many were from 
Democrats, compared with Repub- 
licans. It also found a strong tilt to- 
ward rejection of blacks’ registrations. 

The important point to realize is 
that these abuses aren’t aberrations. 
They're the inevitable result of a Re- 
publican Party culture in which dirty 
tricks that distort the vote are re- 
warded, not punished. It’s a culture 
that will persist until voters — whose 
will still does count, if expressed 
strongly enough — hold that party ac- 
countable. 





